



Knoller may again face prison 

In surprise decision, state appeals 
court reinstates murder conviction. 
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Double defeat for fundies 

State Assembly, Senate panels 
quash gay marriage bans. 
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‘L’ for love story 

Unlikely lesbian lovers in 
‘Girl Play’ at the Roxie. 

see Arts section 
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Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender communities since 1971 


Natali 
talks 
with the 
B.A.R. 

by Matthew S. Bajko 

L es Natali, the embattled Castro 
bar owner fighting charges that 
he is racist, maintains he is in¬ 
nocent and slammed the city’s 
Human Rights 
Commission 
for what he said 
was a biased in¬ 
vestigation into 
claims he dis¬ 
criminates 
against African 
Americans. 

“I am very 
upset about the 
accusations. 

They still are 
accusations. I 
have not been 
given my due process rights,” said Na¬ 
tali in an exclusive interview with the 
Bay Area Reporter Monday, May 9. “I 
really resent how they made their 
findings in such a way that gives the 
impression what they say is true. I 
have not engaged in racial discrimi¬ 
nation nor have I given instructions 
to my staff to discriminate.” 

Seated at the bar of San Francisco 
Badlands, the Castro nightclub pro¬ 
testers have picketed the last two Sat¬ 
urday nights, a visibly frustrated Na¬ 
tali spoke at length for the first time 
since the HRC released its findings 
Tuesday, April 27. In its 21-page re¬ 
port, the HRC staff found that Natali 
violated city codes by asking black pa¬ 
trons for two forms of ID, used a “no 
bag policy” to keep blacks out of his 
bar and referred to African Americans, 
as “non-Badlands customers.” 

Natali filed an appeal of the report 
Tuesday, May 10, requesting that HRC 
Executive Director Virginia Harmon 
“immediately and publicly” withdraw 
her agency’s findings. Natali’s attor¬ 
ney Barry Strike, with the law firm 
Hinman and Carmichael, stated in a 
letter to Harmon that the HRC’s find¬ 
ings are “legally improper and dam¬ 
aging to Mr. Natali’s reputation and 
standing in the community.” 

Natali’s lawyers have repeatedly 
said the process was unfair to Natali, 
who did not have a chance to rebut 
his accusers. On Monday, Natali re¬ 
peated those criticisms, adding his ac¬ 
cusers’ testimony would not hold up 
in a court of law. 

“I have not been given the right to 
cross-examine or interview the com¬ 
plainants,” he said. “There has been 
no judicial hearing where I was found 
to violate any ordinance or anyone’s 
rights.” 

In an e-mail Julius Turman, the 
lawyer for the complainants, who 
have assumed the moniker And Cas¬ 
tro For All, dismissed the appeal as 
more “whining” from Natali. He crit- 
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Reports of gay sperm 
ban oversimplified 



by Zak Szymanski 

A recent Associated 
Press news story 
about a federal ban 
on gay sperm donors sent 
some LGBT community 
members into a panic and left 
others scratching their heads 
about why the story was re¬ 
leased as written. 

Last week’s widely circu¬ 
lated article, “FDA to Ban Gay 
Sperm Donors,” caused un¬ 
necessary worry, according to 
Bay Area sperm bank direc¬ 
tors, who said they would 
continue to accept sperm 
from men who have sex with 
men. Furthermore, the news 
story was based on a year-old 
press release issued last May 
to announce the FDA’s updat¬ 
ed rules for donor screening, 
which go into effect later this month. 

“There’s been nothing new since then,” 
said Leland Traiman, director of Rainbow 
Flag Health Services in Alameda, referencing 
the FDA donor screening regulations that 
were published last year. “And the AP news 
story makes it looks like we lost. The bottom 
line is that we won.” 

Last year’s regulations - published after 
years of debate around banning gay sperm - 
mandate proper screening techniques for 
anonymous sperm donors, such as testing them 
for HIV and other communicable diseases. 

But in what Traiman calls “a victory,” the 


the regulations say the re¬ 
sponsible person at the facil¬ 
ity - meaning the medical di¬ 
rector - sets donor criteria,” 
said Traiman. “How would 
they enforce a ban on gay 
donors when there is no reg¬ 
ulation that says that? I’m 
going to go about business as 
usual.” 

Actually, most sperm 
banks will probably go about 
business as usual, as it is be¬ 
lieved that the only two 
banks in the country that ac¬ 
cept sperm from men who 
have sex with men are here in 
the Bay Area. In addition to 
Rainbow Flag Health Ser¬ 
vices, the Sperm Bank of Cal¬ 
ifornia in Berkeley also ac¬ 
cepts properly screened 
anonymous sperm from men 
who have sex with men. 

“I think very little has 
changed,” said Alice Ruby, executive director of 
the Sperm Bank of California. “The vast majori¬ 
ty of U.S. sperm banks do not take gay donors 
right now. There are two pieces to the regulations: 
the actual regulation, which doesn’t mention gay 
men at all and requires that potential donors are 
screened for HIV and increased risk of HIV, and 
we do that now. Then there is the FDA guidance, 
which mentions that one way to screen for in¬ 
creased HIV risk is to exclude men who have had 
sex with men within the last five years. That doc¬ 
ument doesn’t have the force of law.” 

Ruby added that all of her bank’s donors 

page 23 ► 


Rainbow Flag Sperm Bank director Leland Traiman stands in front of photos 
of babies born to his clients. 


regulations actually do not specifically ban 
men who have sex with men from donating 
sperm anonymously. Furthermore, the FDA 
backed off its previous attempts to ban gay 
men from being “directed donors” - men 
specifically chosen as donors by women who 
know them. 

What has been called a gay sperm ban is 
actually a separate FDA document containing 
guidelines for enforcing the regulations. These 
guidelines simply recommend excluding 
anonymous donations from men who have 
had sex with men within the last five years. 

“The guidelines have no force of law. And 


Filipino Task Force on 
AIDS to close its doors 


by Zak Szymanski 


T he Filipino Task Force on AIDS will 
*be closing its doors at the end of June 
and its executive director is searching 
for bankruptcy lawyers with an eye to termi¬ 
nate the organization. 

FTFA - charged with providing culturally- 
sensitive, ethnic-specific, prevention pro¬ 
grams and support services to Filipinos liv¬ 
ing with HIV/AIDS - has struggled finan¬ 
cially for years, with losses reported as far 
back as fiscal year 2001. According to the 
most recent available 990 forms filed with the 
IRS, the organization saw a loss of about 
$10,000 from July 2000-June 2001, and an 
additional loss of $73,433 from July 2001- 
June 2002. 

But FTFA Executive Director Efren Bose 
said that the agency’s problems were much 
worse than he realized when he took over as 
interim executive director in October 2004, 
and that it wasn’t until a meeting with the 
San Francisco Health Commission later that 
month that he was told that FTFA had not 
been paying its payroll taxes. 

“It was a shock to me,” Bose told the Bay 
Area Reporter , adding that he had relied on 
his organization’s own poorly kept records to 
assess FTFA’s situation. Bose said upon hear¬ 
ing the news he began negotiating with the 


IRS to set up a payment 
plan. But when a finan¬ 
cial consultant came in 
November to help FTFA 
with its records, “she 
was amazed,” said Bose. 

“There was no way to 
tell how much money 
we actually had. For 
four to five years the 
records were completely 
messed up and there 
was no way to figure out 
what was going on.” 

Although FTFA 
board President Bennie 
Ferma said thatffie out¬ 
standing payroll taxes 
total about $15,000, the 
organization could not 
get on its feet in time to 
renew its contract with 
the Department of Pub¬ 
lic Health, which accounts for about 
$128,000 of FTFA’s $150,000 budget. 

Once the situation became clear, said 
Bose, he realized there was no way out of the 
mountain of red ink. Rather than offer the 
executive director position to an unsuspect¬ 
ing outside candidate, Bose said he decided 
to take the position permanently in March in 
order to see it through to the end. 


“It’s really sad. Coming 
in, I didn’t think that the fi¬ 
nancials were that bad. I’m 
amazed the organization 
stayed alive as long as it did,” 
said Bose, adding that his 
own lack of nonprofit 
fundraising experience made 
it difficult for him to make a 
dent in the organization’s 
debt. Prior to serving in this 
position, Bose was on FTFA’s 
board and also volunteered 
for the organization as a 
graduate student. 

Bose said that a complex 
set of circumstances - from 
mismanaged records to a 
hands-off board of directors 
and lack of oversight - 
makes it difficult to pin the 
blame on any one individual. 
At the same time, he said, he 
believes that DPH and the HIV/AIDS com¬ 
munity could have done more to assist the 
organization. 

“DPH was supposed to provide us with 
support and technical assistance, but we had 
a very contentious relationship; every time 
they called it was to chew me out for things 
that were way beyond my control,” said Bose. 

page 19 ► 






















2 BAY AREA REPORTER 12 May 2005 





ENJOY THE YOUNGER 
LOOK AND FEEL 
OF SMOOTH SKIN 
PERMANENTLY 
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HIV names reporting 
bill stalls in CA Senate 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


bill that would require the 
state to report HIV cases by 
name is stalled in a state 
Senate committee after the chair 
of the LGBT caucus expressed op¬ 
position to the bill. State Senator 
Sheila Kuehl (D-Santa Monica) 
raised concerns about the bill 
when it came before the Senate’s 
Judiciary Committee Tuesday, 
May 3. 

State Senator Nell Soto (D- 
Pomona) introduced the bill, 
SB945, at the urging of Los Ange¬ 
les health officials and AIDS advo¬ 
cates who fear if California does 
not scrap its current code-based 
HIV reporting system it will lose 
out in millions of federal AIDS 
funds. 

Soto’s bill would allow the con¬ 
fidential reporting of HIV infec¬ 
tion by health care providers and 
labs by the name of the patient to 
local health officials and the state 
Department of Health Services. 
The Senate Health Committee 
had approved the bill in a 6-4 vote 
in late April, and last week the Los 
Angeles Times endorsed the mea¬ 
sure in a strongly worded editori¬ 
al. 

While cases of AIDS have been 
reported by name since the begin¬ 
ning of the epidemic, the state of 
California has required local 
health officials to report HIV cases 
only since July 2002, which they’ve 
done via a code-based system. 
AIDS advocates pushed for the 
unique identifier approach due to 
privacy concerns and fears people 
would not get tested for HIV if a 
positive result meant their names 
would be given to the govern¬ 
ment. 

The issue of changing how 
HIV cases are reported is being 
driven by the reauthorization this 
year of the Ryan White CARE Act, 
which funds AIDS services across 
the country. Although federal law¬ 
makers have yet to take up the leg¬ 
islation, AIDS advocates are 
watching the bill closely. Some ex¬ 
pect Congress will insert into the 
act a requirement that states use a 
name-based reporting system in 
order to receive funding. 

As required by the reauthoriza¬ 
tion of the CARE Act in 2000, the 
federal government in October 
2006 will begin to allocate 
HIV/AIDS funds to state and local 
governments based on the num¬ 
ber of HIV cases reported. Due to 
that shift, numerous states have 
already gone to a names-based re¬ 
porting system. 

Divisive issue 

But California remains a hold¬ 
out and the issue is a divisive one, 
splitting various AIDS agencies 
and health officials into differing 
$amps. L.A. health officials and 
leaders of some Southland AIDS 
agencies, led by the AIDS Health¬ 
care Foundation, back the change 
saying the current system is inac¬ 
curate, cumbersome and costly. 
They also predict that California 
stands to suffer further hits to its 
HIV funding if the state persists 
with a code-based system. 

Yet agencies like the San Fran¬ 
cisco AIDS Foundation argue 
there is no need to change course. 
They favor the code-based system 
and fear a names-based system 
would result in fewer people being 
willing to get tested for HIV. 

Adding to the fight is the re¬ 



state Senator Sheila Kuehl 


fusal so far of federal health offi¬ 
cials to certify the state’s code¬ 
based system. Instead, officials at 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention have made it clear 
they favor names-based reporting. 
For that reason, proponents of 
Soto’s bill argue that the state 
needs to scrap its code-based re¬ 
porting system to ensure it re¬ 
ceives its fair share in federal HIV 
funds. 

But Kuehl told the Bay Area 
Reporter this week that she re¬ 
mains unconvinced by those 
AIDS advocates pushing for the 
reporting system change. 

“First of all, I did not believe 
that any advocates for the bill 
made the case that we need to 
change our system now. There is 
no information that California is 
losing any funding,” said Kuehl. 
“My resistance is in rushing to 
make this change in a way that 
seems to help the Bush adminis¬ 
tration because they will be able to 
say ‘Look, California agrees with 
us.’ So my preference is to wait to 
see the reauthorization language 
and to continue to make the argu¬ 
ment that there is no need to go to 
names reporting for HIV cases.” 

As a result of Kuehl’s opposi¬ 
tion, the judiciary committee 
failed to vote on the bill, which re¬ 
mains in limbo. It could be voted 
on again later this summer after 
the federal Ryan White CARE Act 
is introduced in Congress. 

“It is premature to say. The bill 
could still move forward this 
year,” said David Miller, Soto’s 
press secretary, when asked if the 
bill is now dead for this session. 
“The big issue involved in the leg¬ 
islation is the Ryan White CARE 
Act funding. The committee de¬ 
cided to hold onto the bill until we 
can get some clarification on 
whether California faces a loss of 
this funding source.” 

After the committee’s inaction 
on the bill, the AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation released a statement 
expressing its “profound disap¬ 
pointment” with the senators for 
failing to move SB945 forward. 

“We are deeply saddened that 
the committee did not seriously 
grasp the risk of losing millions of 
dollars in federal HIV/AIDS fund¬ 
ing for care and services in Cali¬ 
fornia,” said AHF President 
Michael Weinstein. “We are disap¬ 
pointed that the committee 
seemed to defer to perceived, but 
unfounded, speculation regarding 
the potential for compromises to 
confidentiality. Sadly, this inaction 
by the committee has now 
trumped the real loss of federal 
funding for HIV/AIDS care and 
treatment in California - a move 
which will likely now jeopardize 


up to $50 million annually in fed¬ 
eral Ryan White funding to the 
state.” 

AHF called on Kuehl to imme¬ 
diately begin work backfilling Cal¬ 
ifornia’s “loss of millions of dol¬ 
lars” in federal HIV/AIDS funding 
over the past three years as a “re¬ 
sult of serious undercounting of 
HIV cases in the state due to the 
serious flaws in California’s cur¬ 
rent code-based reporting sys¬ 
tem.” 

Kuehl said she was “quite sur¬ 
prised” to see AHF make such a 
claim in its press release. She 
added that she finds their claims 
about lost funding dubious. 

“We have had two meetings 
and they have testified for the bill 
and in none of those instances did 
they bring up any evidence that 
California had lost a penny,” said 
Kuehl. “What they are claiming is 
that if the Ryan White Act is reau¬ 
thorized and requires names re¬ 
porting for HIV cases we could 
lose funding. That is a very differ¬ 
ent matter from claiming we need 
to make this change now,” she 
said. 

As for AHF’s claims that the 
CDC is not counting the state’s 
HIV reports, Kuehl suggested the 
real problem seems to be with Los 
Angeles health officials. 

“L.A. county is far behind in its 
reporting because of its own in¬ 
eptness at collecting the informa¬ 
tion. So again, it was not clear to 
me there is any current problem 
and when you balance that against 
concerns that were expressed 
about reluctance to test and fear of 
disclosure and demonization, I 
believe this was not the time to 
cave in and go to names report¬ 
ing,” she said. 

As for AHF’s attacks on the 
LGBT Legislative Caucus, Kuehl 
said none of the people pushing 
for the reporting change had ap¬ 
proached the caucus for its sup¬ 
port until after the bill had been 
introduced. 

“It would be much more help¬ 
ful for us if the state director of 
AIDS and county officials who 
have jumped on this bill would 
have communicated with our cau¬ 
cus about the real concerns they 
have. It was very difficult for us to 
take them seriously when we 
never heard a peep from them be¬ 
fore about this concern,” she said. 

Those agencies fighting to keep 
the code-based system praised 
Kuehl and the LGBT caucus for 
opposing SB945. Quinn Callicott, 
president of the board of directors 
of L.A.-based Being Alive, said 
that the creation of a government 
registry with the names, Social. Se¬ 
curity numbers, and other identi¬ 
fying information of people living 
with HIV disease is an unaccept¬ 
able invasion of privacy that could 
lead to further stigmatization. 

“This bill would have a severe 
chilling effect on access to services 
for already disenfranchised and 
unduly impacted communities 
such as gay men of color and un¬ 
documented immigrants,” he said. 

Being Alive Executive Director 
Demetri Moshoyannis added that 
his agency does not believe that 
the best way to ensure continued 
federal funding is by collecting 
statewide data at the expense of 
the patients. 

“It’s like saying that the best 
way to balance the federal budget 
is by raising taxes on the working 
poor. It’s unfair and doesn’t make 
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GLAAD under pressure 
to move awards event 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


he ongoing labor dispute be¬ 
tween 14 hotels and mem- 
! bers of the union Unite Here 
Local 2 is now engulfing one of 
the country’s most visible gay ad¬ 
vocacy groups. A growing list of 
local LGBT community members 
is asking GLAAD, the Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance Against Defama¬ 
tion, to move its media awards in 
June due to the labor strife. 

GLAAD’s event is usually held 
at the Westin St. Francis, but the 
hotel is among those being boy¬ 
cotted by a host of local politi¬ 
cians, including Mayor Gavin 
Newsom, as well as numerous in¬ 
dividuals, organizations, and pro¬ 
fessional groups. Several large 
conventions have canceled their 
plans due to the boycott and oth¬ 
ers refuse to frequent the hotels as 
a sign of solidarity with the union 
workers. 

The labor dispute goes Lack to 
last fall when 4,300 members of 
the hotel workers union staged a 
two-week strike. In retaliation, the 
St. Francis and 13 other Multi- 
Employer Group Hotels locked 
out their employees for six weeks. 
It was not until intervention by 
Newsom, who walked the picket 
line at one point, that the two 
sides agreed to a “cooling off” pe¬ 
riod. 

But negotiators have not met 
since February 14 when the union 



Locked out hotel workers from 
Local 2 picket the Westin St. 
Francis last November; a deal 
with management has proven 
elusive so far. 


last presented a proposal. Frus¬ 
trated at what they see as foot- 
dragging by the hotels, the union 
staged a sit-in in the lobby of the 
San Francisco Hilton on May 3. 
Another 400 people stood outside 
the hotel chanting “shame on 
you” to Hilton guests. 


The latest target is now 
GLAAD, which will hold its 16th 
media awards at the Union Square 
hotel on Saturday, June 11. LGBT 
activists are pressuring the gay ad¬ 
vocacy organization to relocate 
the event. 

In a letter' sent this month to 
Peter Zalabak, GLAAD associate 
director of special events, the ac¬ 
tivists ask the organization to help 
the hotel employees and the com¬ 
munity of San Francisco in their 
struggle by sending a message to 
the Starwood Corporation and 
the other hotel owners. 

The letter states in part that, 
“When you move the annual 
media awards from the boycotted 
hotels, you help bring the hotel 
employees one step closer to set¬ 
tling this labor dispute. When 
groups move their meetings, it 
shows Starwood and the other 
hotel corporations that the strug¬ 
gle of the hotel workers extends 
beyond our union, and that 
groups like yours do believe in 
justice.” 

The letter also contends that 
GLAAD can play an instrumental 
role in ending the bitter contract 
negotiations. It concludes, “On 
behalf of all San Francisco hotel 
workers and their families, please 
stand in solidarity with us and 
move your convention out of the 
St. Francis and into a non-boy- 
cotted hotel.” 

In response, GLAAD sent a let- 
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A re you a gay man who’s tired of 
bad blind dates and disappointing 
online hook-ups? 

Been solo for so long? 

With 8 Guys Out you’ll meet 
sophisticated and successful men 
for fun, friendship and socializing. 
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fust might become a duet. 
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LipoTherapeutics 

with locations in San Francisco and Oakland, offers 
Mesotherapy, Restylane® and Botox® 

Mesotherapy 

is a non-surgical treatment that breaks 
down fat and cellulite from any area of 
the body, leaving you with a trimmer 
physique. Results are usually visible after 
only three sessions and six are needed 
for 95% effectiveness. 


Our Botox® treatments are 
the lowest in the Bay Area at 
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AIDS Candlelight Vigil Sun. 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 


ommunity activists wifi 
\ come together in San Fran- 
liP cisco on Sunday, May 15 for 
the 20th annual AIDS Candlelight 
Vigil, and interested people are 
welcome to participate as the 
march kicks off at Market and 
Castro streets at 8 p.m. 

Confirmed speakers include 
HIV-positive youth activist and 
peer educator Devin Ander¬ 
son, HIV Stops With 
me spokesmodel Ale¬ 
jandro Diesta, and 
international AIDS 
activist Anne-christine 
D’Adesky. 

Organizers recog¬ 
nized Anderson, 

D’Adesky, and sev¬ 
eral others as this 
year’s “AIDS Heroes” at an awards 
ceremony May 5. The other hon- 
orees are: Misha Cohen, a doctor 
of oriental medicine and chair of 
the Quan Yin Healing Arts Center; 
Leslie Ewing, a longtime AIDS ad¬ 
vocate and director of Lyon-Mar- 
tin Women’s Health Services; HIV 
health educator and Latino ac¬ 
tivist Gustavo Cravioto; Homer 
Hobi, founder of the Recycled 
AIDS Medicine Program; Omar 
Kubian, a registered nurse at 
Kaiser Hospital in San Francisco; 
longtime AIDS activist Rick 
Solomon; and Ed Wolf, a former 
Shanti volunteer and current staff 
member at the AIDS Health Pro¬ 
ject, where he is developing proto¬ 
cols for the new rapid HIV test. 

Similar AIDS vigils will take 
place in an estimated 4,500 com¬ 
munities around the world. San 
Francisco’s event is the oldest and 
largest; it is held to honor those 
who have died and those still liv¬ 
ing with HIV/AIDS. 

Prior to Sunday’s vigil, organiz¬ 
ers will host a “Spunk-o-Rama” 
benefit at the Edge bar, 18th Street 
and Collingwood, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
The beer benefit costs $7 and there 
will be a “porn-a-copia” raffle with 
tickets selling for $2 each. 


Wine tastings at 
Under One Roof 

Under One Roof will begin 
hosting free, periodic wine tast¬ 
ings on Friday evenings at its store 
located at 549 Castro Street in San 
Francisco. The first event takes 
place Friday, May 13 from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m., and will feature four 
wines from Terra Andina, a 
Chilean winery. 

-“Our goal is to make the Cas¬ 
tro a destination shopping loca¬ 
tion for a broader spectrum of 
San Franciscans,” said Mike 
k Marshall, executive direc- 
tor. He said he hoped the 
Br event would generate in- 
& creased foot traffic and 

sales at Under One 
Roof, which sells 
merchandise on 
behalf of 35 Bay 
Area AIDS service 
organizations. “Our goal is that 
people planning on meeting 

friends for dinner will consider 
meeting up at Under One Roof, 
sample some of the terrific wines 
we will be featuring, and engage in 
a little ‘retail therapy’ at the end of 
a busy week,” said Marshall. 

Board member Eric Smith, 
president of Artemis Wines, which 
distributes Terra Andina, will be 
on hand to discuss the wines. 

IGLHRC benefit Monday 

International Gay and Lesbian 
Human Rights Commission 
founder Julie Dorf will receive the 
aptly named Founder’s Award at 
the organization’s “A Celebration 
of Courage” benefit Monday, May 
16. The event starts at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Brava Theater Center, 2789 
24th Street, in San Francisco. Also 
being honored is the group Gays 
and Lesbians of Zimbabwe, which 
will receive the Felipa de Souza 
Award, and Mary Robinson, for¬ 
mer president of Ireland and 
United Nations high commission¬ 
er for human rights. 

Monday’s event marks the 15th 
anniversary of IGLHRC, which 
focuses on human rights abuses of 
LGBTs around the world. 


Tickets start at $125 per per¬ 
son. For more information, visit 
iglhrc.org. 

Barebacking 
forum for HiVers 

Magnet, the gay men’s health 
clinic in the Castro, is hosting a 
community forum for HlV-posi- 
tive men to talk about bareback¬ 
ing, superinfection, and serosort- 
ing. The forum takes place Tues¬ 
day, May 17 from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Magnet, 4122 18th Street, in San 
Francisco. 

For more information, contact 
Kevin Roe at (415) 581-1605 or e- 
mail Kevin@ magnetsf.org. For 
more information on Magnet, visit 
www.magnetsf.org. 

Reception for 
bathhouse researchers 

The GLBT Historical Society 
invites the public to meet contrib¬ 
utors to Gay Bathhouses and Pub¬ 
lic Health Policy , a new anthology 
from Harrington Park Press. The 
event takes place Thursday, May 
19 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 657 
Mission Street, third floor, in San 
Francisco. The reception is free 
and refreshments will be provid¬ 
ed. 

Gay Bathhouses and Public 
Health Policy explores issues relat¬ 
ed to civil liberties, the politics of 
public sex, and HIV prevention 
policies. Editors William J. Woods 
and Diane Binson will take part in 
next week’s event. Both are assis¬ 
tant adjunct professors in the De¬ 
partment of Medicine at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, San Francis¬ 
co. Woods has published articles 
related to bathhouses and HIV 
prevention. Binson’s research fo¬ 
cuses on HIV risk and sexual be¬ 
havior among gay men. 

The event also will feature 
tours of the historical society’s 
archives, including artifacts saved 
from old bathhouses and gay sex 
clubs. 

For more information, call 
(415) 777-5455 or visit 

www.glbthistory.org. 
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Pendulum bar being sued 


by Ed Walsh 


San Francisco man has filed 
a lawsuit against the Pendu¬ 
lum bar in the Castro alleg¬ 
ing that its doorman assaulted 
him last summer after he acciden¬ 
tally knocked over an ashtray in 
front of the bar. 

Attorney Boone Callaway filed 


the suit last week on behalf of 
Roman Esser, 42. The alleged as¬ 
sault took place on August 4,2004. 
The suit claims that the bar’s 
bouncer pursued Esser across 
18th Street to Cala Foods after 
Esser knocked over an ashtray. 
After an argument, the doorman 
suddenly hit Esser on the shoulder 
with an object he was holding, the 
suit alleges. Esser said that the ob¬ 


ject the doorman used to hit him 
with was a large stick or flashlight. 

The suit was filed against SF 
Pendulum Inc., the corporation 
the formally owns the bar. Well- 
known businessman Les Natali re¬ 
cently bought the Pendulum with 
a partner and is the majority 
shareholder owner in SF Pendu¬ 
lum Inc., according Paul Mel- 
bostad, Natali’s attorney. Mel- 
bostad said that neither he nor 
Natali had been served with the 
lawsuit so he could not comment 
on the claim. 

Natali also owns Badlands bar, 
across the street from the Pendu¬ 
lum, and has had to defend him¬ 
self recently from charges of al¬ 
leged racist practices at the bar. He 
has denied the allegations. 

Callaway said that while there 
are likely to be conflicting stories 
about how the incident started, 
“There is no way the Pendulum’s 
doorman was justified in crossing 
two streets to beat up someone 
who was no longer even near the 
bar’s premises.” 

Callaway said that after the al¬ 
leged assault, Esser was taken to 
San Francisco General Hospital, 
“where he was treated for a badly 
broken collarbone, which still has 
not healed.” 

The suit claims damages, in¬ 
cluding “mental pain and suffer¬ 
ing,” in excess of $25,000. T 
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Araujo retrial begins 



by Zak Szymanski 


he second trial for the three 
young men accused of mur- 
■ dering East Bay transgender 
teenager Gwen Araujo began on 
Monday, May 9, with jury selec¬ 
tion under way in the Hayward 
Hall of Justice. 

Michael Magidson, 24, and 
Jose Merel and Jason Cazares, 
both 25, face first-degree murder 
charges for their role in killing 
Araujo during a house party in 
Newark in October 2002. Their 
original trial ended last June with 
a hung jury after nine days of de¬ 
liberations. 

A fourth man, Jaron Nabors, 
22, pleaded guilty to voluntary 
manslaughter and received an 11 - 
year prison sentence in exchange 
for testimony against his friends. 

Araujo, 17, was born as a male 
named Eddie but lived as a 
woman since the age of 14. She 
befriended the defendants in the 
summer of 2002 and reportedly 
engaged in sexual relations with 
two of the men over the course of 
several weeks. The defendants had 
many speculative conversations 
about Araujo’s gender, according 
to previous trial testimony, and on 
the night in question decided to 
confront her by demanding to see 
her genitals. Araujo was beaten, 
kicked, hit in the head with a fry¬ 
ing pan, strangled, and then tied 
up while the men reportedly made 
trips for shovels to bury her and 
cleaned the blood stains from the 
home. Her body was driven to the 
Sierra Foothills and exhumed by 
police several days later. 

It is difficult to determine what 
will be different about the trial 
this time around. Judge Harry 
Sheppard will remain on the 
bench, and the case will also see 


the return of Tony Serra and 
Michael Thorman, attorneys for 
Cazares and Magidson, respec¬ 
tively. New to this trial is William 
Du Bois, the attorney who took on 
Merel’s defense after Jack Noonan 
left the case last year. Also new is a 
gag order imposed by Sheppard to 
prevent attorneys, defendants, and 
witnesses from speaking to the 
media about the case. 

“I know the gag order is some¬ 
thing that Gwen’s family wanted, 
and I’m happy the judge respected 
that,” said Chris Daley of San 
Francisco’s Transgender Law Cen¬ 
ter. “1 am hopeful that it is going 
to reduce the amount of really 
negative messages out there and 
prevent the attorneys from mak¬ 
ing some of the really out of 
bounds remarks that found a 
place in the media last year.” 

Both Serra and Thorman 
spoke frequently to the press last 
year, often vilifying Araujo as a 
“sexually deceptive” predator who 
“stole” the defendants’ heterosex¬ 


uality by living as a woman. Inter¬ 
estingly, it was Magidson - the 
client of the most publicly trans¬ 
phobic attorney - who received 
the most juror votes in favor of a 
first-degree murder conviction. 

Prosecutor Chris Lamiero has 
maintained that jurors agreed that 
the crime against Araujo was 
murder, and were hung up only 
on whether the murder was pre¬ 
meditated. If defense attorneys 
recognize that their transphobic 
strategies did not work as well as 
planned, they may switch strate¬ 
gies, or they could step up the 
transphobia even more. 

“We are definitely concerned 
about what we expect the defense 
attorneys to do. The expectation 
from us is that they’re going to 
come out and put Gwen on trial 
even more so than they did last 
year,” said Daley. 

Defense attorneys tended to 
refer to Araujo by female pro¬ 
nouns last year, but this time “they 
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Bring in Hammer 


F ormer San Francisco prosecutor Jim 
Hammer knows the infamous dog 
mauling case better than anyone. And 
in light of recent developments, District At¬ 
torney Kamala Harris should rehire him to 
take on the case now that the DA’s office will 
be involved once again. For his part, Ham¬ 
mer would like to finish the job. 

Some background: Hammer was as¬ 
signed the case early on after the deadly at¬ 
tack on Diane Whipple in January 2001. He 
saw the case through to its conclusion, when 
a jury in March 2002 convicted Marjorie 
Knoller and Robert Noel on all counts, in¬ 
cluding the second-degree murder convic¬ 
tion for Knoller. Judge James Warren, how¬ 
ever, threw out Knoller’s murder conviction 
at the sentencing hearing, instead finding 
her guilty of involuntary manslaughter. 

In a stunning reversal last week, howev¬ 
er, a state appeals court reinstated Knoller’s 
second-degree murder conviction and or¬ 
dered Judge Warren to hold a hearing to re- 
considej the case. It is possible that Knoller, 
who is currently on parole in Florida, could 
be sent back to prison. 

Since the original trial, much has 
changed. Hammer and former prosecutor 
Kimberly Guilfoyle, who was also deeply in¬ 
volved in the case and served as second chair 
during the trial, have moved on in their ca¬ 
reers and are no longer with the San Fran¬ 
cisco District Attorney’s office. In fact, since 
the case was tried, Harris has been elected 
DA, by defeating former DA Terence Halli- 
nan, whom Hammer and Guilfoyle had 
strongly supported. Shortly after Harris took 
over as the city’s top law enforcement offi¬ 
cial, Hammer resigned, which was not sur¬ 
prising since a new DA is naturally expected 
to make personnel changes. Hammer had 
been in charge of the homicide unit; and no 
one could fault Harris for wanting to fill 
such a high-profile position with a member 
of her own management team. There were 
no hard feelings, at least not publicly. Last 
year Hammer told us that he understood 
and respected Harris’s decision to bring in 
another prosecutor to head up homicide. 


The recent appeals court decision, 
though, leaves the DA’s office without the 
two prosecutors who know the case best. 
Additionally, Sharon Smith, Whip¬ 
ple’s partner at the time of the at¬ 
tack, has a great deal of respect 
and admiration for Hammer, , 
who is also openly gay. 

“I remember when Sharon 
Smith was here, and she seemed 
mistrustful of the system, and wonder¬ 
ing if we would go after those guys 
[Knoller and Noel],” Hammer 
told us last year. “She was so 
upset, and when I came out to 
her - I will never forget that 
moment that I was able to say, ‘I get it.’ It 
changed everything.” 

While last week’s decision caught every¬ 
one by surprise (it’s rare that judges over¬ 
turn decisions by fellow judges), it is obvi¬ 
ous to us that Hammer is the most qualified 
person to represent the city in this case. This 


week, however, there seemed tb be mixed 
signals coming from Harris. Her office is¬ 
sued a statement saying she understands 
Hammer’s “request to come back for final 
resolution on this case.” But Harris 
stopped short of granting Hammer’s 
request. Instead, she said that Allison 
Garbutt, who supported the prosecu¬ 
tion team with legal research during 
the 2002 trial, had been assigned to the 
case and that “all options will be care- 
^ fully considered...” While bringing 
Garbutt in is a good first move 
and we’re confident she is fa¬ 
miliar with the case, it’s not the 
same as bringing in the assis¬ 
tant district attorney who had argued the 
case before the jury - and most important¬ 
ly, won the murder conviction against 
Knoller. 

We urge District Attorney Harris to put 
politics and past campaigns aside and bring 
in Jim Hammer to finish the job. ▼ 




Apartheid Pride? No thanks! 


by Daniel Ward and Kate Raphael 


T he San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
last week voted to endorse World 
Pride Jerusalem. Thus, the board has 
effectively taken sides in an international 
conflict of fundamental importance to peo¬ 
ple of our community. Where was public 
comment? 

Queer people from around the world 
have been invited to lend our endorsement 
of and moral support to the dispossession 
and disappearance of an entire people, the 
Palestinian people. Well-intentioned people 
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, in¬ 
tersex, and queer communities are invited 
to cross an international picket line. We are 
asked to journey to Jerusalem in August for 
World Pride 2005 to celebrate in a march 
whose theme is “Love Without Borders.” 
What is not said is that the march is taking 
place in a city that has a 25-foot concrete 
wall running through its center. LGBTIQ 
people are asked to break a boycott called 
because Jerusalem is occupied in violation 
of the same international laws that con¬ 
demn the occupation of Iraq by the United 
States and Great Britain. 

Palestinian queers who live just 10 min¬ 
utes away from where this march begins will 
be stopped at military checkpoints from 
joining this celebration. They will not be al¬ 
lowed to participate in a festival in the city 
in which many of their parents were born. 
LGBTIQ people are invited to celebrate 
Pride in Jerusalem unless we are Muslim, or 
unless we are from the Middle East, because 
most people in the Middle East are auto¬ 
matically excluded from Israel. 

In a moment of ecumenical hatred Jew¬ 
ish, Christian, and Muslim religious leaders 
have come together to denounce a queer 
event being held in a Jerusalem they claim 
as sacred. Here in the United States we are 
not unfamiliar with religious bigots. They 


occupy the highest and the lowest posts of 
government. Hatemongers persecute us as 
queers because we live and love and are fab¬ 
ulous. They dance on the graves of our 
loved ones murdered by their holy hatred. 
Every day they attempt to exorcise us from 
this world. And every day we resist they fail. 
The struggle for queer liberation has given 
the world instances of marvel and beauty. 

It is a terrible thing to see the results of 
our beautiful struggle stolen and sullied and 
used to justify the oppression of all Pales¬ 
tinians, queer and straight, for the sim¬ 
ple fact of living and loving and being 
fabulous as Palestinians. It is 
claimed that Israel is the only place 
in the Middle East where it is okay 
to be queer, with the implication 
that straight Arabs are somehow 
more homophobic than everybody 
else in this world. Neither 
Gwen Araujo nor 
Matthew Shepard ever set 
foot in the Middle East. 

Straight people hate us here and everywhere 
with a murderous equality. The government 
of Israel is not building a wall around an en¬ 
tire country because it is attempting to cre¬ 
ate a queer safe space. It is stealing huge sec¬ 
tions of land. 

We live in a troubled world. Words like 
genocide and ethnic cleansing are used far 
too often for decent people to like. For those 
of us who strive for social justice, victories 
can sometimes seem few and far between. 
At the same time the state of Israel was 
being created by forcibly expelling 700,000 
Palestinians and by confiscating Palestinian 
land, the white-supremacist National Party 
was coming to power in South Africa. The 
decades-long struggle for the liberation of 
South Africa is one of those moments of 
victory. The campaign to divest from and 
boycott of apartheid South Africa was a uni¬ 
fying factor for people around the globe. 
Desmond Tutu and Nelson Mandela have 


said that Israeli apartheid is similar to, and 
in some ways more oppressive than, 
apartheid South Africa. In Israel, a group of 
academics have joined the call to boycott. 
Allow us to remind you that the divestment 
movement against South Africa’s apartheid 
started precisely in the same way, with small 
groups applying democratic pressure on 
their local authorities. 

Jerusalem Open House, the local spon¬ 
sor for World Pride 2005, describes itself as 
a “grassroots, activist organization of les¬ 
bians, gays, bisexuals and transgender peo¬ 
ple who live in Jerusalem and the sur¬ 
rounding area.” Its mission statement says it 
will “advocate for social change 
on issues of concern to our con¬ 
stituents, taking action to pro¬ 
mote the values of tolerance 
and coexistence.” JOH has a 
Palestinian Outreach Ini¬ 
tiative to “reach out to 
LGBT Palestinians from 
the greater Jerusalem 
area.” JOH has to demand that the govern¬ 
ment of Israel open the checkpoints which 
riddle the “greater Jerusalem area” and allow 
all Palestinian queers to come and celebrate 
World Pride. 

Queers Undermining Israeli Terrorism 
supports the work of Jerusalem Open House 
in fighting queer oppression. We respect that 
LGBTIQ people and organizations within Is¬ 
rael and Palestine will decide for themselves 
how to relate to World Pride. We also know 
that queer Palestinians cannot be free until 
all Palestinians are free. Therefore, we ask 
queer people internationally to honor the 
travel boycott of Israel and not attend World 
Pride 2005 in Jerusalem. T 


The authors are members of Queers 
Undermining Israeli Terrorism. For more 
information, visit www.quitpalestine.org 
or call (510) 434-1304. 
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Confusion reigns 

When confronted with discrimination, assuming 
it is real, should the objective be to educate and cor¬ 
rect or to merely punish? In the case of the Badlands, 
the charges against Les Natali do not seem proven 
notwithstanding the findings of the Human Rights 
Commission after its usual glacially paced investiga¬ 
tion. According to Matthew Bajko’s article of May 5 
[ ‘HRC slams Badlands owner in bias report”], the 
findings appear to be based mainly upon allegations. 
The HRC appears to have been selective as to whose 
allegations they accepted. On the one hand self-pro¬ 
fessed victims and some former employees. On the 
other hand Les Natali and some of his current em¬ 
ployees. 

What is disturbing about this case is that Natali’s 
enterprises flourished for years in the Castro without 
a hint of alleged discrimination. Only when the owner 
of the Pendulum decided to sell for reasons including 
lack of patronage and that the bar’s purchase became 
a matter of dispute between several bidders, 
were charges of discrimination suddenly 
lodged against Natali. Would the longtime 
owner of a bar that catered primarily to 
gay black men deliberately choose to sell 
to a racist? And can we take seriously the 
accusations of one of the failed bidders 
whose lawyer, according to another arti¬ 
cle by Bajko, asserted that those 
wannabe owners planned to completely 
renovate the bar “so that the business would be a first- 
class gay bar that would attract high paying cus¬ 
tomers.” Does that seem particularly friendly to the 
interests of gays of moderate or lesser income, which 
unfortunately describes the economic status of many 
of the city’s gay minority residents? 

I strongly supported Bevan Duffy in his race for 
supervisor but found it disappointing that he so 
promptly and vigorously sided with one of Natali’s 
competitors from the very outset before the issues had 
been fully aired and explored. Then Dufty, in con¬ 
junction with the Entertainment Commission, initi¬ 
ated steps to enforce a long ignored licensing policy 
that almost seemed deliberately designed to force Na¬ 
tali into a public confrontation with his well-orga¬ 
nized opposition. Is it any wonder that Natali with¬ 
drew this particular licensing application? 

I frequent our neighborhood bars and over the 
years have not seen a major black or Hispanic pres¬ 
ence in any of the bars other than the Pendulum. Very 
likely this is based upon economics. Most proprietors 
of public places in San Francisco are much too smart 
to practice discrimination, unless their heads have 
been in the sand for the last several decades. Hostili¬ 
ty toward minority persons may lurk in the minds of 
some proprietors and customers in Castro establish¬ 
ments, a kind of racial prejudice that is certainly not 
exclusive to whites, but it is more apt to be the occa¬ 
sional customer who acts out these feelings than any 
business proprietor who wishes to stay in business. 

Regardless of a bar owner’s personal thoughts 
about race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation, no public 
establishment should be allowed to discriminate. 
However, it seems most probable that the genesis of 
this sorry episode involving the Badlands and the 
Pendulum is a power struggle between two business 
people, one of whom has been much cleverer than the 
other to the detriment of the entire gay community. 
More divisiveness is not what we need. Is it possible 


that a lot of people of good vvill are just being used? 

I am not a fan of Natali or any other owner of mul¬ 
tiple business interests in the Castro. I much preferred 
when our watering holes and diners were individual¬ 
ly owned and each reflected its own personality. But 
those days are over. So what would be accomplished 
by rescinding the licenses of one bar mogul, other 
than either closing some old and well liked establish¬ 
ments or forcing their transfer and ownership to other 
bar moguls. The Badlands now has a diversified staff 
and clientele. So if that issue is resolved is the only 
purpose now to punish? Sorry, but that is way too 
Bush for me. Would not the same energy and press 
being expended on this issue be better directed toward 
other and bigger issues such as defending essential so¬ 
cial and public health programs and opposing homo¬ 
phobia where ever it exists, including within our mi¬ 
nority communities? 

Ray Barrier 
San Francisco 

Gays who are racist 

Thank you for your editorial of May 5 
[“Racism is alive and well”] and thanks to 
Mark Mardon for his remarks in his Cal¬ 
endar column [“Think about it”]. It al¬ 
ways comes as a shock to encounter ho¬ 
mosexuals who are racist, as it does to 
encounter people of color who are ho¬ 
mophobic. They have lived in the world 
without acquiring the gift of sympathy. 

Any white who uses the word “nigger” advertises 
the poverty if his or her upbringing. Anyone who is 
white and queer and racist brings their stupidity into 
the equation. 

James Queen 
San Francisco 

Would welcome Trader Joe’s 

I would like to second Kevin Kean’s welcome of 
Trader Joe’s to the corner near Sanchez and Market 
streets [Mailstrom, April 28]. 

The existing paint store, with its barren, asphalt 
parking lot out front, is not exactly a piece of inspired 
urban architecture. It is a dead spot along Market 
Street. Along with the rather bleak-looking Shell gas 
station across the street, this little stretch of Market 
Street looks like it belongs on the outskirts of Liver¬ 
more rather than in the heart of the vibrant, pic¬ 
turesque, urban place, which San Franciscans are fond 
of portraying their city as being. 

Trader Joe’s would liven up the dull-looking inter¬ 
section at Market and Sanchez. I can’t believe that 
anyone would seriously believe that a Trader Joe’s 
store wouldn’t be an improvement over what’s there 
now. The parking issue is just a red herring. So maybe 
they’ll be some increased traffic. So, what? This is a 
city, not the sleepy, outer edge of suburbia. You want 
quiet? Move to Guerneville (or Livermore). So I say 
to all those NIMBYs in the Castro, grow up, and let 
the Castro become more than just a neighborhood of 
video stores and bars. 

One final thought touched upon by Mr. Kean - we 
need Trader Joe’s as an alternative to the expensive 
and Bush-friendly Safeway down the street. 

Christopher Corbett 
San Francisco 
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News briefs 

A page 4 

HIV planning council meeting 

The San Francisco HIV Health Services Planning 
Council, also known as the Care Council, will host an¬ 
other community meeting Thursday, May 19, begin¬ 
ning at 5:30 p.m., at Metropolitan Community Church- 
San Francisco, 150 Eureka Street. The council’s com¬ 
munity outreach and advocacy committee is hosting the 
meeting, which is being held to solicit input from the 
Castro community about services for people living with 
HIV/AIDS in the city. The planning council prioritizes 
and allocates federal Ryan White CARE Act firnds. 

Because of space limitations, next week’s meeting, 
which is free and will include refreshments, is limited 
to the first 70 people who arrive. For more informa¬ 
tion, call (415) 674-4768. 

Asian HIV Awareness Day 

The first national Asian and Pacific Islander 
Awareness Day takes place Thursday, May 19 in cities 
across the country. Locally, the Asian Pacific Islander 
Wellness Center is organizing its kickoff event, “Fam¬ 
ily Tree: Rooted in Acceptance,” which takes place 
from 5 to 6 p.m. at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
701 Mission Street at 3rd Street in San Francisco. 
Celebrities, including Greg Louganis, Alec Mapa, and 
Esera Tuaolo, are expected to take part in panel dis¬ 
cussions. The key message, organizers said, is that 
families play an important role in stopping silence 
and shame surrounding the topic of HIV/AIDS in 
API communities. The event also serves as a launch 


for the Banyan Tree Project, a yearlong national cam¬ 
paign to fight HIV-related discrimination in API 
communities. 

Later that night, at the same venue, API will host 
its “MIX 2005” fundraiser, from 6:45 to 10 p.m. Mapa 
and Amy Hill will emcee the event. Tickets are $50 per 
person. Honorees include Louganis, the Horizons 
Foundation, the Tom Waddell Health Center, Com¬ 
cast Cable, and television stations CBS5 and UPN. 

For more information, visit www.apiwellness.org. 

SF seeks poet laureate 

Attention all city poets: San Francisco wants to 
hear from you. 

Mayor Gavin Newsom announced last week that 
he is seeking a new poet laureate, the fourth since the 
program’s inception in 1998. 

The term of the new poet laureate will begin in 
September, with the delivery of the inaugural address. 
The poet will serve for two years. 

“The poet laureate offers significant cultural, liter¬ 
ary, and educational contributions, which lead to the 
enlightenment and pleasure of all San Franciscans,” 
Newsom said in a statement. 

Nomination forms are available at the San Fran¬ 
cisco Public Library (Main Library and branches), 
and on the library’s Web site at www.sfpl.org. Poet 
laureate nominees must be San Francisco residents 
and have a substantial body of published work. Re¬ 
sponsibilities include delivering an inaugural address 
on the state of poetry, participating in community- 
based poetry events, working on one or more poetry- 
centered events in cooperation with the library, and 
doing a reading at Litquake. The deadline for nomi¬ 
nations is June 15. ▼ 
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Justice for Diane Whipple 



Will District Attorney Kamala Harris, left, bring back former prosecutor 
Jim Hammer to finish the dog mauling case? 


by Bill Barnes 


Editor's note: While the Bay 
Area Reporter looks for a new 
political columnist, following the 
retirement of Wayne Friday, we 
have invited several LGBT offi¬ 
cials and others to write guest 
columns. This is the 13th in a se¬ 
ries of such columns. 

ove or hate former San 

Francisco District Attorney 
Terence Hallinan, San 
Franciscans praised prosecutors 
Jim Hammer and Kimberly 
Guilfoyle for getting a second- 
degree murder conviction against 
Marjorie Knoller in the dog 
mauling death of Diane Whipple. 
That verdict sent Knoller to 
prison for 15 to life, until a judge 
kicked it, calling the incident “in¬ 
voluntary manslaughter.” 

An appeals court last week re¬ 
instated the jury’s decision, say¬ 
ing Superior Court Judge James 
Warren was wrong on the law. 
Unfortunately, the court didn’t 
go as far as it could, and attorneys 
for Knoller and the D.A. probably 
return to court to re-argue the 
motion, unless the California 
Supreme Court steps in, which is 
unlikely. 

Hallinan lost his seat to cur¬ 
rent District Attorney Kamala 
Harris, and Hammer and Guil¬ 
foyle - the prosecutors with the 
strongest knowledge of the case, 
and both prominent Hallinan 
backers - moved on. Harris can, 
however, rehire the prosecutors 
for just this case to increase the 
odds that justice prevails. Ham¬ 
mer, a 17-year prosecutor, has 
said he’d be willing to see this 
case all the way through. Guil¬ 
foyle, a successful Court TV an¬ 
chor in New York, couldn’t be 
reached by deadline. Both likely 
would need Harris to act quickly 
to prepare appropriately. The 
D.A.’s office was still looking at its 
options as this item went to press. 

Let’s hope Harris sets politics 
aside and looks out for the inter¬ 
ests of justice. 

Stem cells 

The San Francisco Chronicle 
couldn’t stop praising straight 
guys for landing the stem cell in¬ 
stitute headquarters in San Fran¬ 
cisco. There was a photo of 
Mayor Gavin Newsom and 
Committee on Jobs head Nathan 
Nay man celebrating with some 
fratboy fist pounding. The Mati- 
er & Ross column credited Gap 
founder Don Fisher. Truth is, 
our city owes a lot to state Sena¬ 
tor Carole Migden (D-San 
Francisco), that effective Sacra¬ 
mento lesbian, and Jeff Sheehy, 
the former Milk Club president 
who serves on the stem cell gov¬ 
erning board. When straight city 
officials stumbled out of the 
gates, Migden and Sheehy kept 
their eyes on the prize. But who 
really expects accurate reporting 
from the Chronicle ? 

One person with courage 

The saying “one person with 
courage makes a majority” rings 
true. Presidential loser Senator 
John Kerry was in Louisiana, 
not his home state, when he 
slammed Massachusetts Democ¬ 
rats for supporting gay marriage 
in their party platform. How 
much money did we give this 
schmuck? How often did mar¬ 
riage champion Assemblyman 
Mark Leno (D-San Francisco) 
stump for him? The deafening si¬ 
lence you hear is Congressman 
Barney Frank (D-Massachu- 


setts), who criticized Gavin New¬ 
som for his courageous pro-mar¬ 
riage stance. The best way to 
show Kerry you care: e-mail the 
incessant johnkerry.com spam¬ 
mers and ask them to remove 
your name from their list. 

One person with courage is 
Navajo Nation President Joe 
Shirley, who vetoed a bill that 
would have defined marriage as 
between one man and one 
woman. Calling the measure “un¬ 
necessary,” Shirley said the pro¬ 
posal didn’t deal with real issues 
like family violence or child 
abuse. The measure could turn 
into an initiative, and if it does, 
we have to help folks in Nava- 
joland beat back this attack. 
Navajo Sherrick Roanhorse, a 
former Capitol Hill intern and 
Log Cabin member, enlisted the 
Republican group to gain the 
veto. Who says Log Cabin never 
accomplishes anything? 

One person who looks far 
from courageous this week is 
termed-out Assemblyman Joe 
Nation (D-San Rafael), who an¬ 
nounced a challenge to fabulous 
Marin Congresswoman Lynn 
Woolsey (D). Nation, who came 
out swinging as a supporter of 
keeping troops in Iraq (Woolsey 
wants them home now), 
promised to spend $1 million to 
run for the seat. Xou might re¬ 
member Nation as the guy who 
couldn’t measure up to Carole 
Migden or Willie Brown, and 
opted not to run for John Bur¬ 
ton’s state Senate seat. Message to 
Nation: real Democrats have bet¬ 
ter priorities: sending Tom 
DeLay packing and electing 
Nancy Pelosi as speaker by win¬ 
ning a majority. Why create a pri¬ 
mary fight in the Bay Area when 
there are far better ways to help 
Democrats win? 

Go West, young man 

If you run for office in the 
closet and attack the LGBT com¬ 
munity, don’t be surprised when 
your hypocrisy is exposed. 

In Washington state, attention 
is focused on Microsoft’s waffling 
on that state’s gay rights bill, but 
Gay.com seems as if it’s where the 
action’s really at. Spokane Mayor 
Jim West, a right-wing Republi¬ 
can who once tried to outlaw sex 
between unmarried teens, has ap¬ 
parently been having sex with 18- 
year-old men recruited from the 
Internet. As Republican leader of 
the Washington Senate, West 
voted against gay rights legisla¬ 
tion and allowed procedural 
tricks to block those bills from 
coming to a vote at all. He’s also 
accused of molesting underage 
boys, which hasn’t yet been 
proven, but he did resign from 
the board of the Boy Scouts. 


That’s a good thing, because on 
Sunday a councilmember said 
West confided in her that he had 
masturbated in his City Hall of¬ 
fice during an online session. It’s 
time, as the local paper said, for 
Mr. West to go. 

Another sex scandal engulfed 
an aspiring politician, 28-year old 
Paul Berry, who was running for 
Parliament from Northern Ire¬ 
land. Berry acknowledged meet¬ 
ing up for a massage in a hotel 
room with a man recruited from 
a gay massage Web site. Berry, a 
gospel singer, was a candidate of 
the Democratic Unionist Party, a 
party run by religious conserva¬ 
tives. Berry claims that he was 
only getting a massage for an old 
sports injury, but the massage 
provider reported something else 
in the local press. 

The Brits vote 

Second to the BBC Web site, 
Andrew Sullivan’s blog (an- 
drewsullivan.com) was the best 
place to go for Election Night ob¬ 
servations in the UK. While Sulli¬ 
van’s conservative politics are 
often criticized, his analysis of the 
election is spot on. Most'notable 
is Sullivan’s comparison of the 
Tories and American Republi¬ 
cans: Tories support gay unions, 
non-discrimination in military 
service and are fielding openly 
gay candidates. Republicans have 
Rick Santorum (who’s still 
down by double digits). On the 
Labour side, congratulations to 
openly gay MP Ben Bradshaw, 
who retained his seat in Exeter. 

Also, will the Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation 
move their ritzy event from a 
hotel on the Local 2 boycott list 
already? A bunch of queens in 
tuxedos shouldn’t disrespect 
Harvey Milk’s legacy by support¬ 
ing our rights while demeaning 
working people. Kudos to 
Robert Haaland for his hard 
work on this one. 

Finally, if you own a small 
business or want to, you might go 
down to the State Building on 
Friday, May 13. Betty Yee, our 
representative on the state Board 
of Equalization (that tax panel 
Migden used to serve on) spon¬ 
sors a Small Business Fair at 455 
Golden Gate, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. From the federal Small 
Business Administration to all 
the appropriate state agencies, 
folks will be on hand to help you 
figure it all out. For more info, 
call (415) 356-6113. ▼ 


Bill Barnes is an elected 
member of the San Francisco 
Democratic County Central 
Committee. His e-mail is 
billbarnessf@hotmail.com. 
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I don’t need a definition 


by Gwendolyn Ann Smith 


gpli loating right now through 
fc the United States Congress 
| - regardless of all the goings 

on about filibusters and “nuclear 
options” surrounding judicial 
nominees - is a bill called the Un¬ 
born Child Pain Awareness Act of 
2005. It’s Senate Bill 51 and House 
Bill 356. 

As you can guess from the 
name of the bill in question, it is 
focused on a woman’s right to 
choose, and is attempting to set 
up a further roadblock to such 
treatment in the form of a 
paragraph to be presented 
to a possible abortion pa¬ 
tient. The specifics of 
such are actually rather 
irrelevant to what I want 
to discuss. 

The interest¬ 
ing part of this 
bill, to me, can 
be found in the definitions sec¬ 
tion. It is here that you’ll find the 
following definition: “The term 
‘woman’ means a female human 
being who is capable of becoming 
pregnant, whether or not she has 
reached the age of maturity.” 

This is a rather intriguing def¬ 
inition, one that focuses purely on 
the state of one’s reproductive or¬ 
gans, and even sets aside legal age 
when determining just what a 
woman is. 

Of course, given this is a bill 
specific to childbirth, this focus 
makes some sense. Nevertheless, I 
found myself wondering just how 
many people would not be a 
woman based specifically on this 
language. 

I would be out right off the bat. 
I simply do not have the inner 
structure to carry a child. No ova, 
no uterus, and not a fallopian tube 
in the joint. Still, I would be in 
good company under such a defi¬ 
nition. 

If you are a female human 
being who cannot become preg¬ 
nant, then you can come on over 
and sit on the bench with me. 

If you have reached meno¬ 
pause, you are not a woman. 

If you have had your tubes 
tied, you are not a woman. 

If you have had a hysterectomy, 
you are not a woman. 

If you were born with a birth 
defect that prevents you from be¬ 
coming pregnant, you are not a 
woman. 

I suppose that, taken to a 
somewhat silly extreme, you could 
argue that a woman who is preg¬ 


nant is not a woman under that 
definition: after all, a female 
human being who is pregnant 
cannot become pregnant at the 
same time. If that were the case, 
then the whole bill would be 
rather moot. 

I’ve also known transmen who 
could conceivably become preg¬ 
nant, and who could be defined as a 
female human being. That could re¬ 
ally muddy the waters of this defin¬ 
ition - and I suspect that the bill’s 
sponsors are not thinking of female 
to male individuals when they 
drafted this piece of legislation. 

Nevertheless, it is not a 
stretch to think of situa¬ 
tions where such could 
potentially affect female 
to males, male to females, 
and just about everyone 
who transcends the bound¬ 
aries of gender. 

Over the last 
few years, the 
issue of same- 
sex marriage has begun to reach a 
fever pitch, with Defense of Mar¬ 
riage Act-type laws passed 
throughout the country, numer¬ 
ous states changing their constitu¬ 
tions to outlaw such nuptials, and 
even discussions of a federal con¬ 
stitutional amendment barring 
marriage except when between 
one man and one woman. 

Unfortunately, aside from 
court nullifications of marriage li¬ 
censes issued in early 2004 in sev¬ 
eral cities in the United States, 
most of these DOMA laws have 
been used to challenge marriages 
not of gay or lesbian couples, but 
marriages where one or both par¬ 
ties are transgender. Also unfortu¬ 
nate, these challenges have been 
largely successful, ruling transgen¬ 
der people to be part of their birth 
gender. 

Yes, some of those cases have 
even stuck to definitions of gender 
as specific and dangerous as the one 
I presented above. In one case, a 
transgender woman had her mar¬ 
riage annulled because the court 
determined that sex was based sole¬ 
ly on whether a person had an XX 
or an XY as their 23rd pair of genes. 
Such decisions inadvertently cut 
out anyone whose chromosomal 
makeup doesn’t match the above. 

This is the biggest problem 
with any definition of gender - 
some people will always be left 
out, especially those one might 
not have even thought about - 
and I assure you, there is no defi¬ 
nition of “woman” or “man” I 
have ever seen that doesn’t leave 
people out. 



Is it genitals or reproductive 
status? 

Is it genetics? This leaves out 
XXY, XXXY, and hordes of other 
possible variations. 

Is it birth gender? Tell that to 
those who may have been reas¬ 
signed, or who were born inter- 
sexed. 

Is it in the legal documenta¬ 
tion? All it takes is one clerical 
error to redefine a person. 

Is it physical appearance? 
There are plenty of examples of 
people who would not fit into 
such a definition. 

Is it being feminine or mascu¬ 
line? I won’t even dignify that one 
with an answer. 

Yet this Unborn Child Pain 
Awareness Act of 2005 could be 
used to bar transgender people 
from name changes, birth certifi¬ 
cate changes, immigration, pro¬ 
tection under sexual harassment 
laws, and countless other things 
that could be possibly affected by 
one little definition. While com¬ 
pletely unwed to the marriage 
issue, it could also provide a defi¬ 
nition of woman that could po¬ 
tentially be used to explain what is 
meant by “a union of one man 
and one woman,” thus barring 
many people from marriage. 

I don’t need to be defined. I 
know I am a woman, even if I 
can’t so easily pin down a defini¬ 
tion behind calling myself such. 
Frankly, I shouldn’t have too, any 
more than any non-transgender 
person should have to prove the 
right to use a given gender. 

I am because I am - not be¬ 
cause Congress says so. It’s that 
simple. ▼ 


Gwen Smith would rather not 
be pinned down - at least by 
language. You can find her 
online at www.gwensmith.com. 




Partying for a good cause 


K aren Opp, right, is all smiles as she chats with lesbian pioneers Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon at the star- 
studded benefit for Lyon-Martin Women's Health Services and the National Center for Excellence in 
Women's Health held May 6 a the Sound Factory. The benefit featured cast members from Showtime's 
The L Word and Opp donated $15,000 for Martin and Lyon to have a walk-on role in a future episode or have 
the Lyon-Martin clinic mentioned on the show. The event raised tens of thousands of dollars. 
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Dog mauling case back 


by Ed Walsh 


ormer San Francisco prose¬ 
cutor Jim Hammer is asking 
District Attorney Kamala 
Harris to give him the chance to 
finish what he started: the prose¬ 
cution of Marjorie Knoller for 
second-degree murder in connec¬ 
tion with the fatal dog-mauling of 
Diane Whipple. 

In a stunning reversal last week, 
the California 1st District Court of 
Appeal in San Francisco reinstated 
the second-degree conviction 
against Knoller. The appeals court 
ruled that San Francisco Superior 
Court Judge James Warren did not 
apply the correct standard of law 
when he reduced Knoller’s convic¬ 
tion to involuntary manslaughter. 
The court ordered Warren to hold 
a hearing to reconsider the case 
under what it said was the proper 
standard of law. 

When he threw out the jury’s 
second-degree conviction, Warren 
said that he was convinced that 
Knoller did not know that her 
. dogs would kill. But the appeals 
court ruled that the second-degree 
conviction was proper because the 
correct standard was simply 
whether Knoller disregarded the 
great risk that the dogs presented. 

Hammer told the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter that he first heard of the ap¬ 
peals court ruling when informed 
by reporters last Thursday, May 5. 

“I could hardly believe the 
news,” Hammer said. “I was beside 
myself.” 

Hammer called Whipple’s 
partner, Sharon Smith, and left a 
message on her voice mail. Smith 
called him back in disbelief. 

“She didn’t believe it at first,” 
Hammer said. “She thought I was 
kidding.” 

Hammer said that he expects 
that Warren will schedule a hear¬ 
ing within four to eight weeks to 
formally hear arguments from 
both sides over whether Knoller’s 
second-degree conviction should 
be reinstated. 

Hammer said that he formally 



Marjorie Knoller during the trial 

requested that his former employ¬ 
er, the San Francisco District At¬ 
torney’s office, appoint him to 
argue that case since he was the 
lead prosecutor and knows the 
case better than anyone. The for¬ 
mer prosecutor noted that Smith 
had also requested that he be al¬ 
lowed to argue the case. 

A spokeswoman for the San 
Francisco District Attorney’s of¬ 
fice, Debbie Mesloh, told the 
B.A.R. on Tuesday, May 10, that 
Assistant District Attorney Allison 
Garbutt has been assigned to the 
case. Mesloh noted that Garbutt 
had conducted legal research for 
the original trial. Mesloh added 
that no decision has been made 
over whether to bring Hammer in 
at a later point. 

Smith told reporters that she 
was elated by the appeals court 
decision. She said she did not get 
her hopes up before the decision 
because she was told that judges 
don’t like to overturn other judges 
and therefore only a small chance 
existed that the second-degree 
conviction would be reinstated. 

Knoller, 49, is on parole in 
Florida. Her husband, Robert 
Noel, 63, is serving his parole in 
Solano County. Knoller was with 
her two Presa Canario dogs dur¬ 
ing the January 2001 hallway at¬ 
tack on Whipple, her neighbor. 
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Noel was out of town during the 
attack. He was convicted of invol¬ 
untary manslaughter. Jurors in the 
case were convinced that the cou¬ 
ple ignored warnings that their 
dogs were dangerous. 

The appeals court also rejected 
Noel’s appeal of his conviction. 
Additionally, the court rejected 
Noel’s arguments that his parole 
should be ended immediately. 

In an e-mail, Noel told the 
B.A.R. that he would appeal the 
decision to the California 
Supreme Court and to the federal 
courts, if necessary. Noel declined 
comment on the appeals court’s 
decision to reinstate his wife’s sec¬ 
ond-degree conviction. 

Don Newton, the foreman of 
the jury that convicted the couple, 
told the B.A.R. that he first heard 
the news of the appellate court’s 
decision through media reports. 
Newton said that he suspected that 
Judge Warren’s decision to set 
aside the verdict may have been 
politically motivated and that he 
believed that politics may have 
played a part in the reversal as well' 

“It seems to me that the politi¬ 
cal winds have changed again,” 
Newton told the B.A.R. “What the 
hell, they could still reverse this 
again,” he added. 

The appeals court decision was 
not unanimous. One of the three 
judges on the panel, Justice Paul 
Haerle, wrote in his dissenting opin¬ 
ion that Knoller should be granted a 
new trial. Haerle argued that War¬ 
ren improperly threatened Knoller’s 
lawyer, Nedra Ruiz, with jail if she 
made any more objections during 
Hammer’s closing argument. ▼ 


iinppn 



Full Size 
Grade A" 

Steamer 

’MS $1791 

10 Styles of Chaise 
Lounges & Steamers 



Side Tables 10 Styles 

From $69 



1 


WHY TEAK WAREHOUSE? 


Vie Sell More Teak Garden Furniture 
Than Anyone in California. 

Why? 

Biggest Selection 

Best Quality / Best Price 

We are the Largest (lOx Larger than 

our biggest competitor) 

We excel in Customer Service 
We are fully assembled and always in stock 
We sell "Grade A" machine-made products 
We manufacture and sell to retailers 
We ARE TEAK. We sell nothing else 

So Why Pay Retail. 

piece sold is at wholesale pri< 


; prices 


‘Grade A’ 
Ratifies Love Seat 
Including Cushions 

‘395 $1295 

Limited Su pply 


Every piece sold 


SALE 

SAT • SUN • MON ONLY 

OPEN EVERY DAY 10-6 
except Tut s., & Wed. 

Delivery Available 
International suppliers to resorts, hotels, 
landscapers and retailers for the last 14 years. 
All fully assembled and ready to go. 





z The fastest direct service from 
San Francisco to Iceland and Scandinavia. 
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REYKJAVIK. 

$apo 
cm ci <—j pp 

BERLIN, GLASGOW 
LONDON, MUNICH . 

... s S4Spp 

AMSTERDAM, 
FRANKFURT, PARIS,. 
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OSLO. 
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COPENHAGEN, HELSINKI 

STOCKHOLM . 

... $ 924p P 


per person, double occupancy 

includes round-trip transatlantic ah; two nights hotel 
in Reykjavik and airpcrtlhotei transfers. 


ICELAND AIRPORT CONNECTIONS: E-Z IN, E-Z OUT. 

To book, contact your travel agent or call CSOO) S23-5500 for fares. 

For packages call tSOOl 779-B899 op visit www.icelandairholidays.com 

* Departing SFO Airfares valid for new purchases only, are determined by departure date and are round trip per person. No 
Low fares from Good to go. ad* purchase: must be ticketed within 43 hours requires membership m Icelander Customer Out • sign up possible at airport, 

• >*.* * * Saturday min stay; .50 days max stay, some cities require an overnight in RFK not included in price: valid for outbound travel 

2QjUN'3iAUG0S; last ticket date S 7MAY05. Tickets are ncnnefundable, change fee of$l.50pp within validity of fare. fake-A Break 
in Iceland for up to 7 nights in either direction Midnight Madness Package subject to availability and price change.Valid for 
departures 20JUN-31AUG05. Also available from $728 per person 18MAY : 09jUN0S. Maximum stay seven nights Offer good through 31MAYOS. Gincellatiotis/changes subject to $400 
penalty 30-60 days prior to departure; nonrefundabtefrrandtangeable 29 days or less prior to departure. Personal travel insurance not included. Lower priced packages may be available 
on icefandaimelid3ys.com. Other restrictions apply. Seats are limited Prices quoted are exclusive of applicable taxes and official chatges by destination of approx. $ 100-$ 135. 


, Way Cool...to Eurcf' 

ICELANDAIR 

www.icelandair.com 
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dignity san francisco 


LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL & TRANSGENDER CATHOLICS ♦ OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS 
Mass & Social Every Sunday 5:30pm Second Sunday Supper monthly 
1329 SEVENTH AVENUE, AT JUDAH STREET ♦ 415.681.2491 + J O I N US! J 


BANKRUPTCY 

Free Consultaion 


Keep 

Your Car 
Your Home 
Your Possessions 
Your Sanity 


Stop 

Bill Collectors 
Creditor Harassment 
Wage Garnishments 
Foreclosures 


PATRICK McMAHON ATTORNEY AT LAW 


415-543-9338 patrick@bklawclinic.com 


703 Market Street, Suite 1109 San Francisco 


f GAY SPERM N 

DONORS WANTED 
BY LESBIANS 

510 - 521-7737 

v www.GaySpermBank.com y 


The 

Janitorial Service 
& 

Supply Company 


Lie #0245271 

• Homeowners Assoc. 

• Medical Offices 

• Apt-Move Outs 

• Sm-Med Office „ „ 

Fully Bonded 



Commercial * Building Maintenance * Residential 
Gay Owned & Operated: Robert Elster Owner/Manager 
Email: tissc 2002 @aol.com 


1-866-664*9748 Phone • Fax 



Aesthetic Enhancement ■ 
Medical Clinic 


• Laser Hair Removal • Endermologie™ 

• Microdermabraslon • Facials/Peels 

• Sculptra™ Facial Filler 


Ken Mauldin, RN 

Jeannie Wong, Clinical Esthetician 
415-567-1791 

1700 California St., Suite 500 


El Ambiente to mark 
a decade of service 


by Kevin Davis 


O ne of San Franciscos few 
HIV prevention programs 
for hard to reach gay and bi¬ 
sexual Latino men has been hit 
with city and federal budget cuts, 
but will celebrate its 10th anniver¬ 
sary with a fundraiser featuring 
dancers, a silent auction, and 
mountains of Middle Eastern food. 

El Ambiente (or “people of the 
ambiance”), the HIV prevention 
program and primary project of 
the San Francisco-based nonprof¬ 
it AGUILAS, will celebrate a 
decade of empowering gay Latino 
men in safe sex and healthy rela¬ 
tionships at its celebration on 
Tuesday, May 17 at Medjool 
Restaurant in San Francisco. 

Honorees at the reception in¬ 
clude Concha Saucedo, Ph.D., ex¬ 
ecutive director of Instituto Fa¬ 
miliar de la Raza; Ricardo Busta- 
mente, SF ballet master; Monica 
Taher, the media director for the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation’s people of color 
campaign; George Ayala, director 
of AIDS Project Los Angeles’ edu¬ 
cation division; and Ruben Gar¬ 
cia, a program analyst with the 
University of California, San 
Francisco Medical Center. 

In late 1994 AGUILAS, or Asso¬ 
ciation of United Gays Impacting 
Latinos/Latinas toward Self-Em¬ 
powerment, began El Ambiente, a 
practical, interactive, peer-based 
HIV intervention strategy. El Am¬ 
biente services have led to a reduc¬ 
tion of high-risk unprotected anal 
intercourse in 40 to 70 percent of 
its clients, based on questionnaires 
filled out at six-month intervals. 

Since the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
discontinued funding the pro¬ 
gram two years ago, slashing El 
Ambiente’s annual budget of 
$400,000 by 40 percent, the 
agency’s only contract is with the 


city. But its proposal did not score 
high enough on the city health de¬ 
partment’s first round of selec¬ 
tions this year, officials said. El 
Ambiente reapplied and is await¬ 
ing second round acceptance. 
Meanwhile, foundation grants 
have maintained essential core 
services with only a few layoffs. 

According to comments re¬ 
ceived by Executive Director Ed¬ 
uardo Morales, Ph.D., the CDC 
review teams suddenly found El 
Ambiente’s standard grant pro¬ 
posals confusing, even though 
they contained statistically-fo¬ 


cused demonstrated theoretical 
research, detailed community im¬ 
pact reports, and quality controls. 

The Horizons Foundation and 
AIDS Walk San Francisco have pro¬ 
vided general operating funds and El 
Ambiente was die first Latino gay or¬ 
ganization ever to receive money 
from the Academy of Friends, an “his¬ 
torical allocation,” Morales called it 

After submitting an infrastruc¬ 
ture development plan to the Haas 
Foundation, it granted money to 
help El Ambiente expand and di¬ 
versify its funding resources while 
keeping the program afloat, and 
helped pay for staff time to pursue 
10 grants in the past year and to 
host the May 17 celebration. 

El Ambiente HIV programs use 
a psycho-educational approach, 
with trained peer-level facilitators 
posing questions on integrating 
safe-sex knowledge into clients’ 
lives. In this way participants “take 
ownership of the problem, as our 
problem, embedded in the com¬ 
munity,” said Morales. 

The array of services begins 


with an orientation for new mem¬ 
bers to strengthen resilience to 
high-risk behavior, an “introduc¬ 
tion to the preliminary system of 
care,” said Morales. 

Small skill-building workshops 
for eight to 10 participants are fo¬ 
cused on things like relaxation, 
yoga, and nutrition. In twice- 
monthly discussion groups ac¬ 
commodating up to 20 clients, 
two facilitators supervised by 
Morales lead talks on topical is¬ 
sues focused on complex “psy¬ 
chosocial co-factors” to HIV such 
as substance abuse among friends, 


and coming out to co-workers 
and parents. Some clients have 
been members for years. 

Masters candidates offer one- 
on-one HIV risk reduction coun¬ 
seling in English, Spanish, sign 
language, and Portuguese. 

Since last November, El Ambi¬ 
ente has staged two “Noches de 
Cabaret” events with dancing and 
live music by such artists as gui¬ 
tarist Jesus Guillen; educational 
skits on historical Mexican figures 
and events; and a drag lip-synch¬ 
ing show, produced by El Ambi¬ 
ente administrative assistant Ro¬ 
drigo Caldera. The events served 
as a recruitment effort and con¬ 
cluded with a brief promotion for 
El Ambiente’s mission. 

The first cabaret night, held at 
El Ambiente’s offices, drew 100 at¬ 
tendees and others had to be 
turned away. The second, at the 
Community Music Center on 
Capp Street, drew 200 people. 

“For some reason it’s a sell-out 
crowd,” said Morales, a clinical psy¬ 
chologist. “The place is packed.” V 


El Ambiente services have 
led to a reduction of high-risk 
unprotected anal intercourse. 



Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 

CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 

• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 
4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751 -BACK 751 -2225 

♦ Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 


“Comunidad - Celebrating 10 
Years of Service” begins at 
6:30 p.m. with cocktails and a 
silent auction, followed by the 
awards program and 
entertainment. Tickets start at 
$100 per person and can be 
purchased by calling (415) 677- 
8688. Medjool is located at 
2522 Mission Street. To find 
out more about El Ambiente, 
call program coordinator Carlos 
Jimenez at (415) 558-8403. 



YOU LOVE THE CITY! 


YOU LOVE THE COUNTRY! 


Walks in the woods. Nights in 
front of the fire. Long sunsets. 
Relax. Think. Unwind. 


The rhythm. The pulse. Four 
options for coffee within three 
blocks. Something going on 
any night of the week. 


The Best of Both Worlds! 


NOW AVAILABLE AT HERTH REAL ESTATE 


Guerneville 


San Francisco 


14045 Armstrong Woods Road 
707.869.9800 


555 Castro Street 
415.861.5200 
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EQUALITY: It’s Good Business 


We celebrate and honor these 13 California-based companies, part of the 66 nationally that score 100% 
on the Human Rights Campaigns Corporate Equality Index. 


* American Express * AT&T 
Best Buy * Borders Group 


Aetna * American Airlines 
Avaya * Bausch & Lomb 
Capital One 
Financial * Cargill 
® ChoicePoint 
Chubb * Citigroup 
* CMP Media 
LLC * Dell • 

Deutsche Bank * 

Eastman Kodak * 

Ernst & Young * Faegre & Benson * Ford * General Mills 
Goldman Sachs * IBM * JPMorgan Chase * Keys pan 
Kraft Foods * Lehman Brothers ® Lucent Technologies 


Agilent Technologies 
Apple Computer 
Charles Schwab 
Cisco Systems 


Hewlett-Packard 

Intel 

Kimpton Hotels 
Levi Strauss 
Morrison & Foerster 


Merrill Lynch * MetLife * Miller Brewing • Mitchell Gold 
• Mo Ison Coots Brewing .• Motorola * Nationwide * NCR 
/ * • * New York Times 

PG&E Corp. 

Southern Calif. Edison 
Sun Microsystems 
Wells Fargo 


* Nike ® Northern 
Trust * Owens 
Corning * PepsiCo 

• Pfizer * 

Prudential 
Financial * | 

Replacements Ltd. 

• SBC Communications ® SC Johnson & Son * Tech Data 
Corp. • UBS * US Airways • Viacom * Whirlpool * 
Worldspan Technologies * Xerox 


The Human Rights Campaign’s Corporate Equality Index measures companies on how they treat their gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender employees, consumers and investors on issues from domestic partner benefits to non-discrimination policies to corpo¬ 
rate giving back to our community. 

Since we launched the Index in 2002, the number of companies scoring 100% has jumped from 13 to 66, that represents more 
than 4 million people working for a truly GLBT-friendly company today. HRCs Workplace Project advocates for real change by 
providing the tools and resources for employers to make the workplace more safe for GLBT workers. For more information visit 
www.hrc.org/worklife 

Working for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender equal rights. ) www.hrc.org/worklife 
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Sandwiched between Reverend Lou Sheldon, left, and Assemblyman Ray Haynes, at podium, Jeff Bissiri, 
director of the California chapter of Log Cabin Republicans, testifies in opposition to Haynes's proposed state 
constitutional amendment banning gay marriage and domestic partnerships. 





Marriage bans die 
in Sacramento 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


by a 6-3 vote. 

Gay rights groups hailed the 
votes as “a dramatic double fail¬ 
ure” for Lou Sheldon and his Tra¬ 
ditional Values Coalition, which 
have pushed to see not only the 
gay marriage bans be added to the 
constitution but same-sex couples 
stripped of their domestic part¬ 
nerships. 

Equality California Executive 
Director Geoffrey Kors said the 
proposed constitutional amend¬ 
ments appeared to be designed to 
repeal California’s domestic part¬ 
nership law and prevent the Leg¬ 
islature, the courts, and the voters 
from passing laws to provide any 
legal rights and protections to les¬ 
bian and gay couples. 

“This extreme measure would 
not only prevent lesbian and gay 
couples from obtaining civil mar¬ 
riage licenses, but would likely 
strip away^the most basic protec¬ 
tions that tens of thousands of 
California families now enjoy 
thanks to California’s domestic 
partnership laws,” said Kors after 
the votes. “From denying hospital 
visitation and health insurance to 
prohibiting domestic partnership 
protections and marriage equali¬ 
ty, this dangerous constitutional 
amendment threatens California 
families and undermines the basis 
of our constitutional government: 
majority rule with protection for 
minorities.” 

Haynes argued the measures 
would strengthen the intent of 
Proposition 22, which voters 
passed five years ago. The ballot 
measure prevents California from 
recognizing gay marriages per¬ 
formed outside the state. 

He said the Legislature and the 
courts had “eviscerated” the 
meaning of Proposition 22 and 
made up legal arguments to deter¬ 
mine it was unconstitutional, ac¬ 
cording to an Associated Press ac¬ 


count. 

“When the people said only 
that marriage could be between a 
man and a woman they knew ex¬ 
actly what they were talking 
about,” Haynes said. “The words 
were clear. The meaning was clear. 
The intention was clear.” 

However, Assemblyman Lloyd 
Levine (D-Sherman Oaks) said 
the Haynes amendment amount¬ 
ed to “legalizing discrimination,” 
according to the AP report. 

“The fact is plain and simple,” 
he said. “There is a group of peo¬ 
ple who, for whatever reason, do 
not like gays and cannot tolerate 
the idea of two women sleeping 
together or two men sleeping to¬ 
gether. To put that into the consti¬ 
tution ... is simply uncon¬ 
scionable.” 

The battle over the constitu¬ 
tional amendments now moves to 
the ballot box, with Sheldon and 
his supporters vowing to put the 
issue before voters in 2006. The 
antigay groups are using the 
amendment process to circum¬ 
vent lawmakers and the courts. 

The votes Tuesday come two 
weeks after the Assembly Judicia¬ 
ry Committee passed AB19, the 
Religious Freedom and Civil Mar¬ 
riage Protection Act Tuesday, 
April 26 by a 6-3 vote. Introduced 
by Assemblyman Mark Leno (D- 
San Francisco), the bill seeks to 
amend the state Family Code to 
define a marriage as a civil con¬ 
tract between two persons, instead 
of a civil contract between a man 
and a woman. 

Leno is confident he can get 
the Legislature to pass his bill this 
year. A San Francisco Superior 
Court judge already ruled this 
year that the state’s marriage laws 
prohibiting matrimony to only a 
man and a woman are unconsti¬ 
tutional. The antigay groups plan 
to appeal that ruling. ▼ 


b l i. n d 

ambition 

WINDOW COVERINGS 

featuring 

HunterDouglas 

xoindowfaslums 


DISCOUNT PRICES (415) 543-8350 

INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 425 Second Street 


Mark 


wfyimym |/lu dansjBfu.nDM 


m m 


K3 ML Pabn Canyon Orfve #505 * Palm Springs « 


Wind^mere 
Real Estate 

Coachella Valley 


awmakers in both houses of 
the state Legislature killed 
attempts to ban gay mar¬ 
riage in California’s constitution 
on Tuesday, May 10. 

Late in the day the Senate Judi¬ 
ciary Committee voted 5-2 against 
Senate Constitutional Amend¬ 
ment 1, by Senator Bill Morrow 
(R-Oceanside). Earlier in the day 
the Assembly Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee struck down Assembly Consti¬ 
tutional Amendment 3, by Assem¬ 
blyman Ray Haynes (R-Riverside) 


Your Own Desert 
Realty Specialist 

Buying in Palm Springs? 
Make your Mark in the Sunny Desert! 


home loans as individual 
as we are. 

Community Lending Network is proud to provide our 
community with flexible home financing solutions 
designed around you. Contact us today and learn how 
we can help you: 

• purchase your first home without down payment 

• reduce your payments without perfect credit or 
income verification 

• decide on the best home loan for you 

• access over 100 low rate lenders 


415 . 399.0640 

www.communitylendingnetwork.com 
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There’s more to me than just HIV. 




LONGTERM UNDETECTABLE* 


-j 

■ ■■■ U : 


Individual results may vary. 


^Getting your HIV to undetectable (HIV RNA <50 copies/mL) is a key goal of HIV 
therapy. In fact, Kaletra In combination has been proven to keep HIV Longterm 
Undetectable through 204 weeks in patients new to therapy. 1 Ask your doctor 
about L.U., Longterm Undetectable, and what Kaletra in combination therapy can 
mean for you. You’ve got a lot going for you and being Longterm Undetectable 
can be a part of it. 


KALETRA INDICATION AND SAFETY INFORMATION 1 

KALETRA* (iopinavlr/ritonavir) is always used in combination with other anti-HIV medicines 
to treat people with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection, 

KALETRA should not be taken if you have had an allergic reaction to KALETRA or any of 
its ingredients, including lopinavir or ritonavir. 

Taking KALETRA with certain drugs can cause serious problems or death. KALETRA should 
not be taken with dihydroergotamine, ergonovine, ergotamine, and methylergonovine such 
as Cafergot? Migrant* D.H.E, 45,* Ergotrate Maleate, and Methergine, as well as Haicion? 
Hismanal,* Orap? Propulsid? Seldane? Versed? rifampin, also known as Rimactane? 
Rifadin? Rffafer* or Rifamate? Mevacor* Zocor* or products containing St John's wort 
(Hypericum perforatum). Particular caution shouid be used when taking Viagra? Ciaiis? or 
Levitra? since the interaction with KALETRA may result in an increase in their related side 
effects. Discuss ail medicines, including those without a prescription and herbal prepara¬ 
tions you are taking or plan to take, with your doctor or pharmacist. 

Pancreatitis and fiver problems, which can be fatal, have been reported In patients 
receiving KALETRA. Tell your doctor if you have nausea, vomiting, or abdominal pain, 
which may be signs of pancreatitis, or if you have or have had liver disease such as 
hepatitis B or C. in patients taking protease inhibitors, increased bleeding (in patients 
with hemophilia) and diabetes/high blood sugar have occurred. Changes in body fat have 


Abbott Laboratories 

Abbott Park, IL 60064 


been seen in some patients receiving antiretroviral therapy. The cause and long term 
health effects of these conditions are not known at this time. Some patients receiving 
KALETRA have had large increases in triglycerides and cholesterol. Varying degrees of 
cross-resistance among protease inhibitors have been observed. 

The most commonly reported side effects of moderate severity are: abdominal pain, 
abnormal bowel movements, diarrhea, feeling weak or tired, headache and nausea. This 
is not a complete list of reported side effects. 

KALETRA oral solution contains aicohoi. 

KALETRA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS and does not reduce the risk of pass¬ 
ing HIV to others. 


Please see important patient information on adjacent page. 


1-866-KALETRA (525-3872) 


KALETRA.COM 


kaletra 8 

(Icpinavi^ 


LU.=Longterm Undetectable* 


©2005 Abbott Laboratories G5D-036-J142-2 April 2005 Printed in USA 
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BRIEF SUMMARY 

CONSULT PACKAGE INSERT FOR FULL PRESCRIBING INFORMATION 

KALETRA® 

(lopinavir/ritonavir) capsules 
(lopinavir/ritonavir} oral solution 

ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with KALETRA. Please also read the section 
“MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH KALETRA." 

Patient Information 

KALETRA® (kuh-LEK-fra) 

Generic Name: lopinavir/ritonavir tlop-fN-uh-vecr/rit-ON-uh-veer) 

Read this leaflet carefully before you start taking KALETRA. Also, read it each time you gel your KALETRA 
prescription refilled, in case something has changed. This information does not take the place of talking with your 
doctor when you start this medicine amt at check ups. Ask your doctor if you have any questions about KALETRA. 
Before taking your medicine, make sure you have received the correct medicine. Compare the name above with the 
name on your bottle and the appearance of your medicine with the description provided below. Contact your 
pharmacist immediately if you believe a dispensing error has occurred. 

What is KALETRA and how does it work? 

KALETRA is a combination of two medicines. They are lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is a type of medicine 
called an HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) protease (PRO-tce-ase) inhibitor. KALETRA is always used in 
combination with other anti-HIV medicines to treat people with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. 
KALETRA is for adults and for children age 6 months and older. 

HIV infection destroys CD4 (T) cells, which are important to the immune system. After a large number of T cells 
are destroyed, acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) develops. 

KALETRA blocks HIV protease, a chemical which is needed for HIV to multiply. KALETRA reduces the amount 
of HIV in your blood and increases the number of T cells. Reducing the amount of HIV in the blood reduces the 
chance of death or infections that happen when your immune system is weak (opportunistic infections). 

Does KALETRA cure HIV or AIDS? 

KALETRA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. The long-term effects of KALETRA are not known at this 
time. People taking KALETRA may still get opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen with 
HIV infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium 
complex (MAC) infections. 

Does KALETRA reduce the risk ot passing HIV to others? 

KALETRA does not reduce the risk of passing HIV 10 others through sexual contact or blood contamination. 
Continue to practice sale sex and do not use or share dirty needles. 

How should I take KALETRA? 

• You should stay under a doctor's care when taking KALETRA. Do not change your freatmeni or stop treatment 
without first talking with your doctor. 

• • You must take KALETRA every day exactly as your doctor prescribed it. The dose of KALETRA may be 
different for you than for other patients. Follow the directions from your doctorrexactly as written on the label. 

• Dosing in adults (including children 12 years of age and ofder): 

The usual dose for adults is 3 capsules (400/100 mg) or 5.0 mL of the oral solution twice a day {morning and 
night), in combination with other anti-HIV medicines. 

• Dosing in children from 6 mouths to 12 years of age: 

Children from 6 months to 12 years of age can also trike KALETRA. The child’s doctor-will decide the right 
dose based on the child’s weight. 

• Take KALETRA with food to help it work better. 

• Do not change your dose or stop talcing KALETRA without first talking with your doctor. 

• When your KALETRA supply stuns to nut low, get more from your doctor or pharmacy. This is very important 
because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine is slopped for even a short time. The 
vitas may develop resistance to KALETRA and become hauler to treat. 

• Be sure to set up a schedule and follow it carefully. 

• Only take medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not give KALETRA to others or take 
medicine prescribed for someone else. 

What should I do it I miss a dose ot KALETRA? 

It is important that you do not miss any doses. If you miss a dose of KALETRA, take it as soon as possible aud 
then take your next scheduled dose at its regular time. If it is almost time for your next dose, do not take the missed 
dose. Wait and take the next dose at the regular time. Do not double the next dose. 

What happens if I take too much KALETRA? 

If you suspect that you took more than the prescribed dose of this medicine, contact your local poison control center 
or emergency room immediately. 

As with all prescription medicines, KALETRA should be kept out of the reach of young children. KALETRA liquid 
contains a large amount of alcohol, if a toddler or young child accidentally drinks more than the recommended dose 
of KALETRA. it could make him/her sick from too much alcohol. Contact your local poison control center or 
emergency room immediately if this happens. 

Who should not take KALETRA? 

Together with your doctor, you need to decide whether KALETRA is right for you. 

• Do not take KALETRA if you are taking certain medicines. These could cause serious side effects that could 
cause death. Before you take KALETRA, you must tell your doctor about all the medicines you are taking or 
are planning to take. These include other prescription and non-prescription medicines and herbal supplements. 

For more information about medicines you should not take with KALETRA, please read the section titled 
“MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH KALETRA.” 

• Do not take KALETRA if you have an allergy to KALETRA or any of its ingredients, including ritonavir or 
lopinavir. 

Can I take KALETRA with other medications?* 

KALETRA may interact with other medicines, including those you take without a prescription. You must. teB your 
doctor about all the medicines you are taking or planning 10 take before yon take KALETRA. 

MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH KALETRA: 

• Do not take die following medicines with KALETRA because thev can cause serious problems or death if taken 
with KALETRA. 

- Dthydroergolamine. ergonovine, ergotamine ami mcthylergonovine such as Cafergoi®, Migranal®, D.H.E. 45®. 
Ergolratc Maleate. Mcihergine, and others 

- Halcion* (triazolam) 

- Hismanal* (astemizole) 

- Chap® (pimozide) 

- Propulsid* (cisapride) 

- Seldane® (terfenadine) 

- Versed® (midazolam) 

• Do not take KALETRA with rifampin, also known as Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®. or Rifamatc®. Rifampin 
may lower the amount of KALETRA in your blood ami make it less effective. 

• Do not take KALETRA with St. John's wort (hypericum perforatum), an herbal product sold as a dietary 
supplement, or products containing St. John's wort. Talk with your doctor if you are taking or planning to take 


St. John’s wort. Taking St. John's wort may decrease KA1.ETRA levels and lead to increased viral load and 
possible resistance to KALETRA or cross-resistance to other anti-HIV medicines. 

• Do not take K ALETR A with the cholesterol-lowering medicines Mevucor® (lovastatin) or Zocor® (simvastatin) 
because of possible serious reactions. There is also an increased risk of drag interactions between KALETRA 

- and Lipitor® (atorvastatin); talk to your doctor before you take any of these cholesterol-reducing medicines with 
KALETRA. 

Medicines that require dosage adjustments: 

It is possible that your doctor may need to increase or decrease the dose of other medicines when you are also taking 
KALETRA. Remember to tell your doctor all medicines you are taking or plan to take. 

Before you take Viagra* (sildenafil), Cialis® (tadalafil), or Levitra® (vardenafil) with KALETRA, talk to 
your doctor about problems these medicines can cause when taken together. You may get increased side 
effects of VIAGRA, CIALIS, or LEVITRA such as low blood pressure, vision changes, and penis erection 
lasting more than 4 hours. If an erection lasts longer than 4 hours, get medical help right away to avoid 
permanent damage to your penis. Your doctor can explain these symptoms to you. 

• If you are taking oral contraceptives ("the pill") or file contraceptive patch to prevent pregnancy, you should use 
an additional or different type of contraception since KALETRA may reduce the effectiveness of oral or patch 
contraceptives. 

• Efavirenz (Sustiva™), nevirapine (Viramune®), Agencnise (amprenavir) and Viraeept (nelfinavir) may lower 
the amount of KALETRA in your blood. Your doctor may increase your dose of KALETRA if you are also 
taking efavirenz, nevirapine, amprenavir or nelfinavir. 

• if you are taking Myeobutin® (rifabutin), your doctor will lower the dose of Mycobutin. 

• A change in therapy should be considered if you at e taking KALETRA with: 

Phenobarbital 

Phenytoin (Dilantin* and others) 

Carbamazepine (Tegretol® and others) 

These medicines may lower the amount of KALETRA in your blood and make it less effective. 

• Other Special Considerations: 

KALETRA oral solution contains alcohol. Talk with your doctor if you are taking or planning to take 
metronidazole or disulfiram. Severe nausea and vomiting can occur. 

• If you are taking both didanosine < Videx*) and KALETRA: 

Didanosine (Videx*) should be taken one hour before or two hours after KALETRA. 

What are the possible side effects of KALETRA? 

• This list of side effects is not complete. If you have questions about side effects, ask your doctor, nurse, or 
pharmacist. You should report any new or continuing symptoms to your doctor right away. Your doctor may be 
able to help you manage these side effects. 

• The most commonly reported side effects of moderate severity that are thought to be drag related are: abdominal 
pain, abnormal stools (bowel nmvements), diarrhea, feeling weak/tired, headache, and nausea. Children taking 
KALETRA may sometimes gel a skin rash. 

• Blood tests in patients taking KALETRA may show possible fiver problems. People with liver disease such as 
Hepalitis B and Hepatitis C who take KALETRA may have worsening liver disease. Liver problems including 
death have occurred in patients taking KALETRA. In studies, it is unclear if KALETRA caused these liver 
problems because some patients had other illnesses or were taking other medicines. 

• Some patients taking KALETRA can develop serious problems with their pancreas (pancreatitis), which may 
cause death. You have a higher chance of having pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your doctor if you 
have nausea, vomiting, or abdominal pain. These may be signs of pancreatitis. 

• Some patients have large increases in triglycerides and cholesterol. The long-term chance of getting 
complications such as heart attacks or stroke due to increases in triglycerides and cholesterol caused by protease 
inhibitors is not known at this lime. 

• Diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) occur in patients taking protease inhibitors such as KALETRA. 
Some patients had diabetes before starting protease inhibitors, others did not. Some patients need changes in 
their diabetes medicine. Others needed new diabetes medicine. 

• Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking antiretroviral therapy. These changes may include 
increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, ami around the trank. Loss of fat 
from tire legs, arms and lace may also happen. The cause and long term health effects of these conditions arc not 
known at this time. 

• Some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding with protease inhibitors. 

• There have been other side effects in patients faking KALETRA. However, these side effects may have been due 
to other medicines that patients were taking or to file illness itself. Some of these side effects can be serious. 

What should I tell my doctor before taking KALETRA? 

• If you am pregnant or planning to beconu• pregiumt: The effects of KALETRA on pregnant women or their 
unborn babies are not known. 

• If you are breast-feeding: Do not breast-feed if you are taking KALEFRA. You should not breast-feed if you 
have HIV. If you are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk with your doctor about the best way to Iced your 
baby. You should be aware that if your baby does not already have HIV, there is a chance Oku HIV can be 
transmitted through breast-feeding. 

• Ifyou have liver problems: If you have liver problems or are infected with Hepalitis B or Hepatitis C, you should 
tell your doctor before taking KALETRA. 

• If you have diabetes: Some people taking protease inhibitors develop new or more serious diabetes or high blood 
sugar. Tell your doctor if you have diabetes or an increase in thirst or frequent urination. 

• If you luive henutphilia: Patients taking KALETRA may have increased bleeding. 

How do I store KALETRA? 

• Keep KALETRA and ail other medicines out of the reach of children. 

• Refrigerated KALETRA capsules and oral solution remain stable until the expiration date printed on the label. 
If stored at room temperature up 10 77“F (25“C), KALETRA capsules and oral solution should be used within 
2 months. 

• Avoid exposure to excessive heat. 

Do not keep medicine dial is out of date or that you no longer need. Be sure that if you throw any medicine away, 
it is out of the reach of children. 

General advice about prescription medicines: 

Talk to your doctor or other health care provider if you have any questions about this medicine or your condition. 
Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those listed in a Patient information Leaflet. If you 
have any concerns about flits medicine, ask you doctor. Your doctor or pharmacist can give you information about 
this medicine that was written for health care professionals. Do not use this medicine for a condition for which it 
was not prescribed. Do not share this medicine with other people. 

• The brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners and are not trademarks of Abbott Laboratories. The 
makers of these brands are nofaffiliated with and do not endorse Abbott Laboratories or its products. 
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Microsoft reverses course 


by Lisa Keen 


1 n a stunning reversal, the Mi¬ 
crosoft Corporation an¬ 
nounced May 6 that it would 
not remain “neutral” in the fight 
for equal rights for gay people in 
the United States. 

Steve Ballmer, chief executive of¬ 
ficer of the company, sent an e-mail 
to its employees, saying the corpo¬ 
ration would include gay civil rights 
in its corporate legislative agenda 
both federally and in the company’s 
home state of Washington. 

“After looking at the question 
from all sides,” said Ballmer, “I’ve 
concluded that diversity in the work¬ 
place is such an important issue for 
our business that it should be in¬ 
cluded in our legislative agenda.” 

A spokesman for Microsoft, 
Kent Hollenbeck, elaborated. He 
said the company would support 
federal legislation that would “ex¬ 
tend existing law to prohibit em¬ 
ployment discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation.” He 
said Microsoft would also support 
the Washington state non-dis¬ 
crimination bill “should it come 
up” in the future. 

Supporters of the statewide 
bill, which failed by only one vote 
in the state Senate last month, said 
they would bring the legislation 
up again next year. 

Microsoft’s decision to support 
equal rights for gays in the work¬ 
place represents a victory for gay 
civil rights supporters and serves 
as an illustration of the ability of 
gays and their supporters to make 
their case in the face of threats 
from right-wing opponents 

“Clearly, this shows that diver¬ 
sity is a crucial issue for business,” 
said Selisse Berry, executive direc¬ 
tor of Out & Equal Workplace Ad¬ 
vocates, a San Francisco-based na¬ 
tional organization that promotes 
equality in the workplace for gays. 
“Successful business leaders kiiow 
what is good for business and the 
marketplace, and that is fairness 
and equality for everyone, includ¬ 
ing the LGBT community.” 

Tina Podlodowski, who was a 
senior manager at Microsoft in 
the 1980s and 1990s and helped 
form Microsoft’s gay employee 
group GLEAM, said she believes 
GLEAM and “a wide variety of 
folks” were instrumental in con¬ 
vincing Microsoft to change its 
position. Podlodowski, who is 
now head of a Seattle AIDS service 
group, said she believes Mi¬ 
crosoft’s initial decision to stay 
“neutral” concerning the Wash¬ 
ington state gay civil rights bill 
was the result of “bullying” by a 
local evangelical pastor. 

The controversy erupted na¬ 
tionally last month when the 
company told its employees that it 
would remain “neutral” on the bill 
to prohibit discrimination based 
on sexual orientation in Washing¬ 
ton state. Company officials ini¬ 
tially said they made this decision 
because the county where most of 
its employees work already has 
nondiscrimination protection and 
because the corporation wanted 
to focus the short legislative ses¬ 
sion “on a limited number of is¬ 
sues that are directly related to our 
business.” After Microsoft said it 
would take no position on the bill, 
the legislation was defeated by 
only one vote in the Washington 
state Senate. That vote, said Equal 
Rights Washington Executive Di¬ 
rector G. orge Cheung, had been 
sewn up until Microsoft took its 
pressure off the Republican mi¬ 
nority leader who, in turn, “put a 
lock” on the Republican vote, 
forcing two or three supporters of 


the bill to vote against it. 

Soon after the vote, a Seattle 
weekly newspaper, The Stranger, 
reported that a senior Microsoft 
vice president acknowledged to a 
group of gay employees that a 
local evangelical Christian pastor 
had threatened to organize a na¬ 
tional boycott of Microsoft prod¬ 
ucts unless the company withdrew 
its support of the bill. 

Then, that pastor, Ken Hutch¬ 
erson of Antioch Bible Church in 
Redmond, Washington, told the 
New York Times that Microsoft 
“backed off” from the civil rights 
bill after he threatened to stage a 
national boycott. 

Initially, Microsoft tried to de¬ 
fend its neutrality, but criticism 
from gays and their supporters 
mounted quickly. The Human 
Rights Campaign, which, in 2003, 
had identified Microsoft as one of a 
small subset of corporations that 
had “exceeded expectations” in sup¬ 
port of equal rights for gays nation¬ 
ally, expressed “profound” disap¬ 
pointment. The Gay & Lesbian Cen¬ 
ter in Los Angeles asked Microsoft to 
return its “Corporate Vision Award.” 

Within a week, Microsoft’s 


world famous founder, Bill Gates, 
was promising to take another 
look at the decision. And by the 
end of last week, the corporation 
had taken that second look and 
reversed its decision. 

Microsoft’s Hollenbeck said the 
company received “considerable” 
employee input and that its decision 
to support gay civil rights legislation 
in the future was based on “what’s 
best for Microsoft’s business.” 

Podlodowski said that, during 
her tenure at the corporation, it 
had a long history of “doing the 
right thing for GLBT employees.” 

“The company went back to its 
true values - what’s right for em¬ 
ployees and customers,” said Pod¬ 
lodowski. 

Other gay groups agreed, ap¬ 
plauding Microsoft for returning 
to its supportive position on gay 
civil rights issues. 

“Few of us have not made a 
misstep,” said Lorri Jean, executive 
director of the Los Angeles Gay 8c 
Lesbian Center. “This was a mis¬ 
step. It was a big one. But Mi¬ 
crosoft has done the right thing, 
and we would be proud to have 
them keep our award.” T 
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Still San Francisco’s most 
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cheap drinks, kickass music 
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1723 polk @washington 
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I We want you to help us, and we ’d like to help you 

An Offer to members of And Castro for All, 
BGLT People in Pride, Black Rap, CUAV, 
LGADDA, Men of All Colors Together, 
SFLGBT Pride Committee, SF Stop Aids 
Project, and other organizations that 
promote diversity and inclusion 

Dear Members: 

A lot has been said and written about San Francisco Badlands lately. But have 
you gone to Badlands to check it out for yourself? We think you’ll like what you 
see. You will see an ethnically diverse, friendly bar staff working in a welcoming 
and fun environment. Our aim is to make Badlands an oasis of racial harmony, a 
place where everyone is welcome and everyone feels welcome. And everyone has 
a good time. 

We’d like you to help us in our effort to promote even greater diversity at 
Badlands, and we’d like to help you in your organization’s fund-raising efforts. 
We want it known that Badlands welcomes everyone and everyone is welcome. 
Here’s our proposal: 

Because we support your efforts to promote greater diversity in the Castro, 
Badlands is offering to you, the above-named organizations (and other deserving 
community organizations) the opportunity to host a series of Wednesday night 
fund-raisers. Badlands will donate 70% of all drink sales to the organizations that 
host and promote the fund-raisers. Hosting organizations will receive a minimum 
of $3,000 each night, but may receive up to $5,000 or more; the actual amount 
will be equal to 70% of the gross sales for all drinks served that night. 

Badlands will schedule the fund-raisers every Wednesday night for 26 weeks or 
until a total of $100,000 has been donated to the hosting organizations. Does this 
sound like something you or your organization might be interested in? If so, 
please contact us for more information. This offer is subject to conditions. Call 
415-626-9320 or email: info@sfbadlands.com 

San Francisco Badlands / 4121 18 th Street / San Francisco, CA 94114 / 415-626-9320 / info@sfbadlands.com 
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How much is enough? 

You've saved a nest egg. You hope it's enough. But how can you 
be sure? 


At American Express we can offer you financial advice on 
investment strategies, tax planning, estate planning and more to 
help you reach your goals. Get the insight you need to make 
smarter decisions. So you can fake control of your future. 


Brandon J. Miller, CFP® 

44 Montgomery' St., # 4210 
express £ an Francisco, CA 94104 
Lie: CA 0C88907 
(415) 623-2454 
brandon.j.miller@aexp.com 


Alberta, Jordan, Miller & Associates, A financial advisory practice of 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. Member NASD. American Express 
Company is separate from American Express Financial Advisors Inc. and is not 
a broker-dealer. 

© 1998-2002 American Express Financial Corporation. All rights reserved. 2/02 
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. DEBT RELIEF • KtEP YOUR PROPERTY 
. eliminate or consolidate all debts 

Offering Personal Att ention & A Positive Approach 

free TELEPHONE consultation 

CALL FOR A FRESH START | 

(4i5) 543-9900 

703 Market Street, Suite 1109 San Francisco 
WWW. tburnslaw.com 



You may have syphilis and not know it. Even if you have 
a painless sore or rash that disappears, syphilis still needs to be treated. 

Syphilis can be easily cured with treatment. 

For a FREE TEST call 408.293.3040 x213. 

Once you've been tested you will receive a $10 gift card, 
white supplies last. 

Public Health Department £ 

gg Santa data VSifley Health « Hospital System \ 



Les Natali 

◄ page 1 

icized the appeal for not address¬ 
ing evidence that Natali discrimi¬ 
nates on the basis of race. 

“Instead, he argues for more 
than 15 pages that HRC, as an in¬ 
dependent fact finder, failed to af¬ 
ford him considerably more due 
process rights and that his word 
should have been given greater 
weight and credibility than the in¬ 
dividual complainants and wit¬ 
nesses,” wrote Turman. “Of 
course, his whining ignores the 
fact that he was given numerous 
deadline extensions that he failed 
to meet; the testimony he and his 
employees gave was not verified or 
sworn to; and his counsel was pre¬ 
sent to either coach or direct his 
handpicked witnesses. His recon¬ 
sideration request illustrates and 
underscores the very fact at issue 
in this matter; Mr. Natali believes 
that superior status may be con¬ 
veyed at his pleasure. In sum, Mr. 
Natali’s latest attempt to avoid the 
ramifications of his conduct runs 
true to form - poor form.” 

While Natali dismissed some 
of those making charges against 
him as disgruntled employees 
who are “liars” and “obviously out 
to get me,” Natali took a more 
sympathetic approach to cus¬ 
tomers of his bar who say they 
were discriminated against due to 
their race. 

“I do acknowledge some peo¬ 
ple may feel they have been dis¬ 
criminated against or may have 
felt that way because of a misun¬ 
derstanding,” he said. “I am not 
denying they may have genuinely 
felt discriminated against. I am 
very sorry about that, too.” 

In one instance, Natali said he 
asked a black patron to leave his 
bar because of his conduct. How¬ 
ever, the man charged it was due 
to his outfit and claimed racial 
discrimination. 

“This person really does be¬ 
lieve that and his belief is genuine. 
There is no way I could convince 
him otherwise,” said Natali. “What 
I have learned is I need to be more 
aware that people may misinter¬ 
pret a situation.” 

Background 

Natali, 54, grew up in Fresno 
and moved to San Francisco to at¬ 
tend San Francisco State Universi¬ 
ty. Working as a real estate agent 
during the day, he attended law 
school at night and interned in the 
public defender’s office. 

“I assisted primarily people of 
color and loved that job,” recalled 
Natali. 

In the mid-1980s he learned 
that the Patio Cafe was being sold, 
and he jumped at the chance to 
own his favorite Castro hangout. 
The Cafe closed in 1999 and Na¬ 
tali bought the Badlands in 2000. 
Since then he bought the Detour, 
and after a protracted legal fight 
over its sale, last December he be¬ 
came a majority owner of the 
Pendulum, the only Castro bar 
with a predominantly African 
American clientele. 

He has repeatedly charged that 
his accusers are really public rela¬ 
tions shills for his competitors, 
saying they made their accusa¬ 
tions after a court threw out the 
lawsuit by the competing bidders 
for the Pendulum. This week, 
members of And Castro For All 
sent him a cease and desist letter, 
saying such comments are patent¬ 
ly false and damaging to future 
job prospects of some of the com¬ 
plainants. They want Natali to 
write an open letter to the press 
apologizing for his statements. 

“Instead of further humiliating 
and harassing patrons, he should 
apologize and retract the mis¬ 
statements and lies he is perpetu¬ 


ating,” said John Newsome, a 
spokesman for And Castro for All. 

Asked about such claims, Na¬ 
tali responded that, “I said what I 
felt. I suppose I was reluctant to 
acknowledge people really felt dis¬ 
criminated against.” 

A biased report? 

At times during the nearly 90- 
minute interview Natali was un¬ 
able to complete his sentences out 
of frustration. He simply shook his 
head while discussing the HRC’s 
investigation, which he said was 
skewed against him from the start. 

“I haven’t been treated fairly by 
the HRC. I am very upset about 
that,” said Natali. “I said to the 
HRC I want an investigation into 
these charges. My belief was it 
would be fair and result in the 
truth. But that isn’t the way it has 
worked out.” 

Joining Natali during the inter¬ 
view was Brian Bloom, a Badlands 
bartender who is half black and 
half Jewish and has worked at the 
bar for over a year and a half. 
Speaking out for the first time 
about the charges against his boss, 
Bloom defended Natali, saying he 
had never known him to be racist 
or discriminate against anyone at 
his bars. 



Badlands bartender Brian Bloom 


“I have always been treated 
very fairly,” said Bloom, who 
added that Natali even asked him 
to become assistant manager 
when it appeared he might lose 
his daytime job. 

One of 30 present and former 
employees of Natali’s interviewed 
by the HRC during its 10-month 
investigation of his business prac¬ 
tices, Bloom also questioned the 
objectivity of the HRC staffers. 

“My interviewer with the HRC 
did seem to have a biased opinion 
going into the interview,” he said. 

The HRC refutes such charges, 
noting that it did not find evidence 
to support some charges com¬ 
plainants made against Natali. 

“The interviews were not bi¬ 
ased from the start. We investigat¬ 
ed the complaint from our posi¬ 
tion of neutrality,” said Larry 
Brinkin, who oversaw the HRC’s 
investigation. 

Brinkin declined to comment 
on Natali’s appeal, saying he had 
yet to fully review it. He did say 
the HRC would have a response 
by the end of May. 

Asked about Natali’s appeal, 
Newsome said, “I am confident 
that the HRC’s findings will be 
upheld. This is not a he said-she 
said matter. The city of San Fran¬ 
cisco conducted a very thorough 
investigation.” 

Bloom also criticized those 
making the charges against Natali 
who at first alleged no African 
Americans worked at the bar. 
Once Bloom contacted the com¬ 
plainants, they were forced to re¬ 
vise their charge. 

“They seemed to discount my 
blackness because I am mixed. 
How black do you truly need to be 
to be accepted in my community? 
I am a black man,” said Bloom. “I 
am very proud to sit here today 
and say I have never experienced 
any discrimination at the Bad¬ 


lands.” 

As for the protesters who have 
stood on the sidewalk outside the 
bar chanting “shame on you” to 
patrons of Badlands, Bloom said 
they should “get off their soapbox” 
and instead come into the bar to 
“find out what is really going on.” 

“I understand their stance but I 
don’t think they have given it a lot 
of thought. I don’t sympathize 
with the group because I am not 
living it or seeing it,” said Bloom. 

While business plunged the 
first night of the pickets, this last 
Saturday night the bar appeared as 
crowded as ever. Natali said it was 
one of the busiest Saturday nights 
in months. 

Bloom added, “The protests 
have brought more people out to 
support Badlands.” 

According to Natali, the con¬ 
troversy has not put a dent in his 
business. Since the allegations 
were first made public last June, 
he said business has been brisk. 

“So far this year has been better 
than the year before. And last year 
was better than the year before 
that,” he said. “I am so grateful for 
the community’s support.” 

As for the bar itself, Bloom said 
no one ever complained to him 
about discriminatory policies and 
that Badlands has always had a di¬ 
verse, mixed crowd. If anything 
has come out of the controversy, 
Bloom said even more people 
have come to check out the bar. 

“We have gotten more support 
from people of color who have 
been coming in and engaging us 
and talking about the issue,” said 
Bloom. “It is a diverse bar. We 
have all kinds of colors here, boys 
and girls. It is truly reflective of 
San Francisco.” 

Along with wanting to mediate 
a resolution, Natali has offered to 
donate $100,000 over the next six 
months to any organization that 
promotes diversity. On Wednes¬ 
day nights, Natali will turn over 70 
percent of drink sales to any orga¬ 
nization that wants to host a 
fundraiser at Badlands. 

“I want to let people know this 
is a place for everyone,” said Na¬ 
tali. “I want African American 
people to come here as they have 
been coming here. This may give 
an impetus to some of these peo¬ 
ple to say ‘OK let’s talk.’” 

Newsome said Natali’s offer is 
nauseating and an attempt to buy 
the community’s silence. 

“Our civil rights are not for 
sale,” he said. “We are not interest¬ 
ed in money. He should apologize 
for his misdeeds.” 

As for the boycott, it appears it 
will not end until Natali loses his 
liquor and entertainment licenses 
for the bar. While Newsome 
would not say so implicitly, he 
said the protesters have vowed to 
remain outside Badlands every 
Saturday night until city and state 
agencies take action. 

“If the Entertainment Com¬ 
mission can suspend the license of 
a bar for noise and graffiti and 
fights in the parking lot, they can 
certainly hold Mr. Natali account¬ 
able for violating the civil rights of 
our community,” said Newsome. 
“We expect the city and state to 
hold Mr. Natali accountable. 
Those agencies represent us so we 
expect them to do their jobs.” 

But Bloom said such actions 
do nothing to promote diversity 
or awareness of discrimination 
and only harm the community. 

“If they are not going to stop 
until we lose our liquor license, 
what does that do for the commu¬ 
nity? It will leave a hole for where 
people can go to socialize,” he said. 
“We need to come to the table to¬ 
gether to create a plan to promote 
diversity and achieve some com¬ 
mon good for the community. It 
is time for this group to open up 
and settle and compromise.” Y 
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Filipino 

◄ page 1 

DPH also required FTFA to have 
a Fiscal agent in order to keep its 
service contract for HIV preven¬ 
tion services, but the agent pro¬ 
vided no help, said Bose. “He 
looked at our invoices, but never 
checked our finances and wasn’t 
concerned at all about the payroll 
taxes.” 

DPH Director of HIV Preven¬ 
tion Steve Tierney said that FTFA 
was monitored as a contracted 
agency with the city and received a 


problems that continued. The new 
executive director worked hard 
with the board president to re-es¬ 
tablish the organization, but we 
came into a new contract cycle in 
the midst of the chaos, and the 
contract had to be ended. It has 
nothing to do with the current ex¬ 
ecutive director or board presi¬ 
dent; they inherited a complex set 
of problems.” 

Rivalry? 

Ferma told the B.A.R. that he 
still hoped to be able to continue 
some of FTFA’s programs. Bose 
said that there has not yet been .a 


Bose said that while the 
organization could potentially be 
revived, “it has such a checkered 
history that I’d like for it to die as 
dignified a death as possible.” 


score of “Needs Improvement” in 
2003, which was the reason a fis¬ 
cal agent was required. But that 
agent was chosen by FTFA itself, 
said Tierney, who added that DPH 
was in touch with FTFA about its 
problems and offered the organi¬ 
zation assistance. 

“We offered them technical as¬ 
sistance and capacity building. 
Could we have done more? Sure, 
anytime an agency fails the obvi¬ 
ous answer is everybody could 
have done more,” said Tierney, 
adding that other organizations 
with financial problems have 
overcome them, but that FTFA’s 
situation simply got beyond the 
current management’s control. 
“They had a lot of administrative 


formal decision to terminate the 
organization, and that while it 
could potentially be revived, “it 
has such a checkered history that 
I’d like for it to die as dignified a 
death as possible.” 

For now, the focus will be on 
how to take care of FTFA’s month¬ 
ly caseload of 75 clients who Bose 
said have not been served well by 
organizations like the Asian and 
Pacific Islander Wellness Center. 

FTFA felt that it could not ask 
API Wellness Center for support 
during difficult times, said Bose, 
because of the mistrust that exists 
between the two organizations. 

“I’ve had to look at them, un¬ 
fortunately, as a rival, and I’ve had 
to be really guarded,” said Bose. “I 


couldn’t ask them for help.” 

Bose said that his preference 
would be for Filipino-specific or¬ 
ganizations to receive LGBT and 
HIV sensitivity training and take 
over FTFA’s contracts and ser¬ 
vices. 

But Lance Toma, deputy direc¬ 
tor of API Wellness Center, said he 
did not agree that there was a ri¬ 
valry between the organizations, 
and added that they had “a long 
history of working together.” 

“I wish if he had such intense 
feelings that he would bring that 
to my attention,” said Toma. “It 
would be important for me to 
hear, because we do serve the Fil¬ 
ipino community... they are a big 
percentage of our clients and 
staff.” 

Toma said his concern was for 
FTFA clients, and that API Well¬ 
ness Center would be happy to 
offer its services to anyone in 
need. 

“If there are clients that we can 
serve, we would offer that support 
during FTFA’s transition,” he said. 

Christian Alvez, a former out¬ 
reach worker for FTFA, said he 
never knew of any rivalry with 
API Wellness Center, but believes 
some clients may prefer a Fil¬ 
ipino-specific organization, while 
other Filipinos prefer the broad¬ 
er focus of API Wellness Center 
or use services at both organiza¬ 
tions. 

“I don’t doubt that API Well¬ 
ness Center has the competency to 
serve some of FTFA’s clients,” he 
said. 

Bose said that decisions about 
FTFA’s future would be discussed 
publicly. 

“It will be interesting to see 
what happens,” he said. “No one is 
to blame, but everyone needs to be 
held accountable.” ▼ 



CONSCIOUS EVOLUTION 

KURT WAGNER 
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■ INTUITIVE PRACTITIONER 

■ HYPNOTHERAPY 

■ INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS 

■ COUPLES WORK 

■ CLASSES and WORKSHOPS 

415-552-5680 

Call or visit the website for more information. 
www.kurtsf.com ■ email: kurt@kurtsf.com 



Cowden(jflk Automotive 


A part of the gay community since 1978. 

(415) 777-9858 

875 Folsom just east of 5th Street 

WWW.CITYSEARCH.COM/SFO/GOWDENiAUTO 



Now available at Walgreens Pharmacy and Vibrant Health Vitamin Center 


Call 1 - 877 -DR KAISER or visit us at KPAXvitamins.com 


“The Antidote 
to Antiviral 
Medication 
Toxicity” 


RESULTS THAT MATTER! 


Clinically used to: 

• Boost CD4 counts 

• Raise energy levels 
Improve liver function 
Prevent lipodystrophy 


"I am as rich as God for there is no 
grain of dust that I do not share with 
the Divine Being" 

Angelus Sifesius 


The Church of St. Savior 

The New Church Inclusive Anglican Reform 

152 Church St. @ St Francis Lutheran 

www.stsavior.org 415-452-3110 


Sunday Eucharist - 5:30 PM 

Healing Service and 
Celtic Night Prayer - 7:30 PM 
2 nd Tuesday of the Month 
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ENTRY INHIBITOR STUDY 

48 week trial of a new 
anti-HIV medication detigned to 
block HIV from entering cell** 

Interested individuals should: 

• Currently be taking Norvir 

• Have a viral load > 5000 

• Have failed at least 1 anti-HIV regimen 

(Other criteria apply) 
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ZEPHYR 

REAL ESTATE 
PALM SPRINGS 
RANCHO MIRAGE 


PALM SPRINGS 
REAL ESTATE? 
1-866-377-7757 


ZEPHYR 





JEFF CILIONE 

Barber •** 

HUH 4102 19th St. (just off Castro) 
Mobile: 415-596-6235 
JEFF@JOESBARBERSHOP.com 


Palm Springs ♦ Palm Desert ♦ La Quinta 

Real Estate ALL over the Coachella Valley! 

Oyer 16 Miluion SOLD in 2004! 


SCOTT NEWTON 
( 760 ) 898-4496 

Ijjl SNEWTONCA@AOL.COM 

y yj WWW.SNEWTON.COM 

few! DYSON & DYSON REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATES 



J.QMIiDiBMLT.H.Q.SE.WIIINKlES.?. *** 


dOTOX* 
-Cosmetic 



• FOREHEAD 

» BROW LINES 

* CROWS FEET 
» LAUGH LINES 


JOHN MILLS, M.D. A ,. A/AvrT/VM 
550B CASTRO STREET ALWAYSTAN 
inside the building of ^ 


(415) 626-8505 FOR APPOINTMENTS 
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Affordable Bankruptcy 

Richard LaCava Attorney at Law 

Free Consultations 
Chapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy 
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available 
r'~ ; Convenient Mission/Castro Office 

Call 415. 282. 8960 



Uef M-enJel 

4cmJ(e /// 

Dan Hendel 

Top Producer-President’s Elite / 
Top 4% Internationally 

(415) 338-0221 

danhendel@aol.com 

Thank you for the business & the referrals! 



GLAAD 

◄ page 3 

ter to union leaders May 6 ex¬ 
pressing support for their cause. 
While GLAAD did not agree out¬ 
right to move the event, the 
agency did outline what immedi¬ 
ate steps it will take, ranging from 
asking board members to stay at 
different hotels during their June 
meeting in San Francisco and in¬ 
forming the St. Francis that 
GLAAD will not use the hotel in 
the future until the dispute is set¬ 
tled. 

“We will leverage our decisions 
to the fullest and use the power of 
our voices to communicate 
GLAAD’s commitment to fairness 
and equality for all,” states the let¬ 
ter, signed by GLAAD Executive 
Director Joan Garry. 

It also adds, “We are confident 
that we are doing everything we 
can in support of San Francisco’s 
hotel workers.” 

While the agency said in its let¬ 
ter that “the significant hardship 
and extraordinary costs of relo¬ 
cating pur June 11 Media Awards 
Dinner prohibit changing the 
venue,” this week GLAAD said it 
had not ruled out finding a new 
venue. 

“We haven’t, at this point, 
closed off any options. We are still 
in the process of actively explor¬ 
ing what other sites, if any, are 
open to us. We are talking to indi¬ 
viduals in San Francisco who have 
offered to be of assistance to us? 
said GLAAD spokesman Chris 
Bugbee. “We are making a good 
faith effort to adapt our actions to 
a situation that neither we nor the 
hotel workers created and neither 
of which we nor the hotel workers 
can completely control. We are 
committed to taking every possi¬ 
ble step we can possibly take to 
reach an acceptable solution.” 

He said moving the event is 
not a question of finances but of 
finding a large enough venue that 
could accommodate all the logis¬ 
tics involved with the media 
awards. 

“Moving an event of this com¬ 
plexity at this stage would have an 
impact that would cascade 
through every aspect of an ex¬ 
tremely complicated production 
like this. It would put the entire 
event at risk,” he said. “It is not a 
cost-benefit calculation.” 

Bugbee stressed that GLAAD 
and the union share the same ob¬ 
jective: to support the workers. 

“We are two organizations that 
are not in conflict with each other 
on the basic principles and goals,” 
he said. 

Robert Haaland, a local labor 
activist who is spearheading the 
effort to convince GLAAD to relo¬ 
cate its event, said he is pleased to 
see that the organization is willing 
to discuss moving. 

“That makes me happy,” he 
said. “I think everyone just wants a 
solution. The letter is not meant 
to condemn them but show them 
the intense urgency we feel about 
them moving the event. It is not 
something they are going to hear 
unless we send them a letter.” 

Signers of the letter include Su¬ 
pervisors Tom Ammiano and 
Bevan Dufty; former Supervisor 
Harry Britt; Police Commissioner 


Theresa Sparks; Michael Gold¬ 
stein, Democratic County Central 
Committee member; Carol Stu¬ 
art, co-author of the city’s equal 
benefits ordinance; Saskia Traill, 
vice president of the Harvey Milk 
LGBT Democratic Club; Laura 
Spanjian, co-chair of the Alice B. 
Toklas LGBT Democratic Club; 
and Howard Wallace, Pride at 
Work national co-founder. 

“We usually count on GLAAD 
to advance the civil rights causes 
of queers. Their not recognizing 
the integrity of this action is very 
disappointing and very contradic¬ 
tory to what their mission is 
which was to my understanding 
anti-defamation,” said Ammiano. 
“These hotel workers need as 
much support as possible, partic¬ 
ularly from groups that stand for 
civil rights. I hope they change 
their mind.” 

LGBT supporters of the boy¬ 
cott say Local 2 in particular de¬ 
serves the gay community’s sup¬ 
port. The union was one of the 
first in the country to fight for do¬ 
mestic partner benefits and 
pushed the hotels to set up a spe¬ 
cial HIV/AIDS fund so workers 
could afford their healthcare costs. 

“They have been one of most 
supportive of the LGBT commu¬ 
nity,” said Haaland. “I find it very 
unfortunate that GLAAD, a com¬ 
munity organization committed 
to ensuring our civil rights, is dis¬ 
honoring a group that has made 
every effort to make our lives bet¬ 
ter.” 

Gay union members are par¬ 
ticularly upset at the resistance of 
GLAAD to relocate its media 
awards. They are already talking 
about picketing the night of the 
event if GLAAD remains at the St. 
Francis. 

“I think, for me, what bothers 
me most about it is my union has 
been one of the most progressive 
forces for change in San Francisco 
of any group I can think of,” said 
Bruce Patterson, a Local 2 trustee 
and union negotiator. “I appreciate 
and sympathize with what GLAAD 
has done but it doesn’t seem con¬ 
sistent with what I see their values 
should be. There is no reason in 
using this hotel for this event when 
there are alternatives all over San 
Francisco they can use.” 

Haaland said that several local 
attorneys have offered their assis¬ 
tance pro bono to help GLAAD 
break its contract with the St. 
Francis as well as find a suitable 
location for its event. 

“Plenty of groups have taken 
the step of breaking their contract 
and moving to other locations. I 
appreciate people have been will¬ 
ing to take those steps and cer¬ 
tainly hope GLAAD takes every 
step to find another location,” he 
said. 

Other groups, too 

It is not just GLAAD that faces 
pressure due to its use of a hotel 
being boycotted. Local LGBT 
groups are also being asked to 
move scheduled events to other 
venues or hotels. 

The Academy of Friends plans 
to distribute checks from the 
money raised at its annual Oscar 
party to 14 Bay Area AIDS agen¬ 
cies at the Argent Hotel on May 
17, but the Argent is among those 
being boycotted. The Gay and Les¬ 


bian Tennis Association of San 
Francisco is using the St. Francis 
as its host hotel this year as it cel¬ 
ebrates the 25th anniversary of the 
United States Gay Open. The an¬ 
nual tennis tournament’s ending 
banquet will be held at the hotel 
on Sunday, May 29. 

Patterson and Haaland said 
both groups should look for ac¬ 
commodations elsewhere. 

“Absolutely, we are in a war 
here,” said Patterson, who said 
many banquet workers are gay 
and face losing their healthcare 
benefits. “I hope that would both¬ 
er people.” 

Haaland added, “One could 
understand that GLAAD, because 
it is not a local group, would not 
know about what is going on in 
San Francisco. But I think local 
groups should be held to a higher 
standard. I hope they make every 
effort to find other locations on 
behalf of the union members who 
have been there and stuck their 
necks out for us.” 

Elisabeth Loeffler, the acade¬ 
my’s executive director, said the 
Argent had donated space for the 
event and that requests to move it 
were “news to me” when contact¬ 
ed this week by a reporter. 

Steven Brown, president of the 
tennis association, said the union 
has contacted him about leaving 
the St. Francis but Brown said his 
board has no plans to switch ho¬ 
tels. 

“It is wrong for the union to be 
harassing their clients. They need 
to settle their disagreement is all,” 
said Brown. “We made plans to 
have our event at the hotel way be¬ 
fore the contract expired. We 
stand to lose a lot if we try to 
move our event at this point. We 
hope members and attendees of 
our group understand that and 
don’t boycott our event because 
we are not boycotting the hotels.” 

Brown said his group is caught 
in a Catch-22. Several members of 
the tennis group work at the St. 
Francis and Starwood has been a 
longtime supporter, recently be¬ 
coming a sponsor of the national 
gay and lesbian tennis association. 

“We have members of our or¬ 
ganization who work for that 
hotel so why would we want to cut 
off their way of making a living?” 
he said. “I do empathize with the 
union and the people who work 
there who feel they are not being 
treated fairly. I wish everybody the 
best outcome.” 

Other gay groups have moved 
their events or made gestures of 
support to the union. Earlier this 
year Out and Equal Workplace 
Advocates moved a breakfast talk 
to a different venue after Assem¬ 
blyman Mark Leno (D-San Fran¬ 
cisco), who was the keynote speak¬ 
er, and others voiced concerns 
about attending a boycotted hotel. 
Last fall the organizers of the Gay 
and Lesbian Travel Expo said it 
was too late to move to a new 
venue and instead offered to do¬ 
nate the entrance fee to the union 
on behalf of anyone who asked. 

Expo organizers may find 
themselves in the same bind this 
year if the union and the hotels 
cannot reach agreement on a new 
contract and the boycott drags on. 
The expo is slated for September 
15 at the Hyatt Regency, which is 
on the boycott list. Y 


Araujo trial 

◄ page 5 

are likely to refuse to call her 
Gwen or refer to her as female in a 
stepped-up attempt to appeal to 
societal bias against transgender 
people,” said Daley. “I’d be happy 
to be wrong and I’d be happy to 
see them step up and do some real 
lawyering but I think they’re so 


clouded by the transgender issue 
that they’ve really lost sight of 
what their role is supposed to be.” 

TLC, said Daley, will be on 
hand at the trial to do media out¬ 
reach and education and to mon¬ 
itor the proceedings. Also on hand 
will be advocates from Communi¬ 
ty United Against Violence and 
representatives from the Horizons 
Foundation, which has launched a 
transgender education project in 


Araujo’s memory, already funding 
several speaking engagements for 
local schools. 

“I think there will be a lot of 
deja vu in terms of what both 
sides are going to say during this 
trial,” said the Horizons Founda¬ 
tion’s Julie Dorf. “Hopefully this 
time around there will be more 
agreement among the jurors, and 
the family can finally have some 
resolution.” Y 
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Melody Cole 


Melody Cole, 48, went to be with the 
Lord on May 6th, 2005, in her sleep. 
Melody was born August 12,1957 in 
Youngstown, Ohio and grew up in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. She leaves behind her 
partner, Cathy Ochinero, and three chil¬ 
dren, Danielle, Tyler, and Travis Cole. 

Memorial services will be held for 
Melody on Sunday, May 15th at 7 p.m. 
in Rms. “A-B” at the Billy DeFrank Cen¬ 
ter located at 938 The Alameda, San 
Jose, CA. 

Please make any donations to Cele¬ 
bration Of Faith, Praise and Worship 
Center. For further information contact 
Rev. David Harvey at 408-345-2319. 

Robert Hale 

January 18,1958 — April 28, 2005 


Hardly a day will pass that one of 
Robert’s many friends won’t remember 
the beautiful windows that he created at 
IXIA Flowers on Market St. off Castro. 
Robert passed April 28,2005, surround¬ 
ed by his family, and partner Beau. 

Robert was a talented and generous 
person, a strong and active force in the 
recovery community. He was born in El 
Centro and moved to San Francisco 26 


years ago. Robert is 
survived by his par¬ 
ents Billie and Glo¬ 
ria Hale, Sister 
Elaine, her husband 
Robert, their son 
Chris, brother 
Mark and his two 
children Ryan and 
Regina, and broth¬ 
er David, as well as 
life partner Beau Thomson. 

A celebration of Robert’s life will be 
held on May 14,10:00 a.m. at the church 
he so loved, Glide United Methodist 
Church. The service will be followed by 
an opportunity to share memories of 
this special person’s life in Freedom 
Hall. Robert has requested that dona¬ 
tions be made to the Glide Hope Line, 
330 Ellis St., San Francisco, CA 94102. 

Jack Thorp 


Dr. Jack Thorp passed away on 
Wednesday, May 3,2005 at San Francis¬ 
co General Hospital. He was born Sep¬ 
tember 5,1931 in Beaconsfield, Iowa. 
His family moved to Oskaloosa, Iowa in 
1937 where they farmed. Jack graduated 
from Oskaloosa High School in 1948. 

He went to Louisiana State University in 


Baton Rouge where he was a member of 
Sigma Chi and earned a bachelors de¬ 
gree in premed. He later went to Tulane 
University Medical School in New Or¬ 
leans where he graduated in 1956. A few 
years later he returned to Tulane and 
earned a degree in Psychiatry. He prac¬ 
ticed in California until his retirement. 

He enjoyed raising exotic floricul¬ 
ture and was an avid gardener. He was a 
patron of the theater and enjoyed inter¬ 
national travel. He was active in bridge 
card groups and was an accomplished 
cook who loved to entertain. His com¬ 
passionate nature extended to his many 
beloved pets. 

He is survived by his brother and 
sister-in-law, Vern and Susan Thorp of 
Oskaloosa; a nephew and his wife, Jim 
Thorp and Lisa Kenyon, of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa; a niece and her husband, 
Ann Thorp Brouwer and Cornie Brouw¬ 
er, of Oskaloosa, Iowa; and a niece and 
her husband, Lea Thorp and Michael 
Maloney, of Vancouver, Washington. He 
is survived also by several grand nieces 
and nephews, as well as many dear 
friends. 

A memorial service was held. In lieu 
of flowers a memorial fund in his name 
is set up at South Bay Purebred Animal 
Rescue to receive donations: P.O. Box 
23721, San Jose, CA 95153. 


Minocycline 

Doctors wary of antibiotic 


by Bob Roehr 


Editor's note: This is the second 
in a two-part series looking at re¬ 
search of the drug minocycline. 

T he basic research paper 
showing that minocycline 
dramatically inhibits HIV 
replication was based on work in 
cell lines and only five monkeys. 
But it was conducted at Johns 
Hopkins University and promi¬ 
nently published in JAMA, the 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association. 

When one combines that high 
visibility with the fact that it deals 
with an affliction of the brain that 
is thought to be irreversible, it is 
inevitable that some patients and 
their doctors are not going to wait 
years for data from clinical trials - 
they are going to try minocycline 
now. 

Conversations with a handful 
of leading HIV physicians around 
the country found a desire to be¬ 
lieve in the basic research findings, 
tempered by the conservative na¬ 
ture of their profession and the ex¬ 
perience of broken promises with 
other drugs that looked amazing 
in the lab but never panned out. 

All of them were attracted to a 
possible new use of an old drug 
that is inexpensive and has proven 
to be very safe in large numbers of 
patients. But HIV patients can be 
different, the dosing is different, 
and industry is not going to pump 
money into a use that they can’t 
patent. So answers from clinical tri¬ 
als likely are to be slow in coming. 

“When I first heard about it I 
thought, ‘well this is stupid.’ When 
I first read the article, I thought it 
was interesting,” said Dr. Doug 
Ward. He is a Washington, D.C. 
physician with a large HIV prac¬ 
tice who has participated in many 
clinical trials. 

The lab work in cell lines didn’t 
impress him because “you can 
show antiviral effect of most any¬ 
thing.” But the dramatic “neuro- 
protective effect was interesting” 
to Ward. However, it is unclear to 
him “how well their model corre¬ 
lates to the neuropathic effects of 
HIV in humans.” 

“That’s very interesting, but call 
me when you do the trials,” said 
Dr. Howard Grossman, not quite 
suppressing a yawn. He recently 
transitioned from a HIV medical 
practice in Manhattan to executive 


director of the American Academy 
of HIV Medicine. He added, “I 
think this is way too preliminary.” 

His reticence is common 
among experienced HIV docs 
who have seen numerous drugs 
that look promising in the test 
tube, only to fail somewhere along 
the path of drug development. 

Houston physician Joe Gathe 
has pushed the treatment enve¬ 
lope with a community-based 
trial of Kaletra monotherapy that 
has shown positive results. A com¬ 
bination of cost, toxicity, resis¬ 
tance and patients’ “pill fatigue” 
drives him to find better options 
for long-term treatment of HIV. 

“As a clinician, I may try this 
on patients with or at a high risk 
for neurocognitive impairment,” 
Gathe said. But he is concerned 
about possible toxicity associated 
with long-term use of minocy¬ 
cline. He hopes to see human 
studies soon. 

Ken Mayer, a physician at Fen¬ 
way Community Health and an 
AIDS researcher at Brown Univer¬ 
sity, said, “I think the data are in¬ 
teresting but much too prelimi¬ 
nary for me to recommend this.” 

He also is concerned that long 
term use of minocycline might 
contribute to the growing prob¬ 
lem of bacteria that is resistant to 
antibiotics. 

Common staph infections are 
easy to treat and often resolve on 
their own, but the drug resistant 
variant (MRSA) that popped up a 
few years ago in California is 
much nastier; it’s sometimes 
called flesh-eating bacteria. It hit 
gay men in Los Angeles particu¬ 
larly hard, sending many to the 
hospital for treatment, and some 
even required plastic surgery to 
repair the damage. 

Grossman wondered if the bi¬ 
ologic effect of minocycline would 
endure over the long run, or will 
the body and virus adapt and re¬ 
duce the impact. He pointed out 
that the monkeys were on the drug 
only a little more than two months 
before they were euthanized. 

Daniel Berger, medical director 
of Northstar Healthcare in Chica¬ 
go, said that some of his long term 
HIV patients appear to be suffer¬ 
ing a decline in brain function, 
even though their viral load re¬ 
mains undetectable. 

Despite appearing to be physi¬ 
cally healthy, one patient “was 
staring at the computer, losing 
track of thoughts, forgetting to 


Dr. Ken Mayer 


stop at the stop sign or stoplight 
... he was not able to function 
neurologically at work” and had to 
retire on medical disability. 

Berger would be willing to try 
minocycline with individual pa¬ 
tients who have their viral load 
under control but who have 
“complaints of memory loss that 
seem to be out of proportion with 
what one should expect.” The dri¬ 
ving factor for him is, “You can 
never reverse damage to the brain. 
Once it happens, it’s too late.” 

That is the fear that may drive 
many patients and doctors to try 
minocycline now, rather than wait 
the several years required to get 
data from a clinical trial. 

Mayer is reluctant to try 
minocycline but said he might 
make an exception for a patient 
with a serious HIV-related neuro¬ 
logical disease that isn’t being 
helped by his current drug regimen. 

Ward shares that reluctance 
but probably would write the pre¬ 
scription if the patient requested 
it. He would insist that the pa¬ 
tient’s liver functions be moni¬ 
tored very closely for at least the 
first few months. 

The patient on a HAART regi¬ 
men already is putting some stress 
on the liver and minocycline adds 
to the burden. The experience of 
safely using the drug for decades 
may not hold up because the dos¬ 
ing of minocycline being used in 
clinical trials for brain disorders is 
several times that used long-term 
to treat acne, and HIV patients 
may respond differently. 

Berger would make sure to edu¬ 
cate patients to possible side effects. 
About 1 in 10,000 patients have a 
hypersensitivity reaction to minocy¬ 
cline. “We know with bactium 
[often used to treat lung infections], 
patients with HIV disease have a 
higher incidence of allergic reactions 
than the normal population.” 

And he cautioned, “I don’t 
want patients going off of HAART 
to try minocycline.” ▼ 


A CelebratUm/ of Life/Service/for JACK ft. PELIZZARI 

Wednesday, Hay 18, 2005 
ELeven O’clock 

Hccsonic/HenvorialCjcirdeny Cemetery Chapel/ 

4-37 Stocker Avenue/ 

Reno-, Nevada/ 

Alio- 

Saturday, Hay 21, 2005 
Eleven O’clock 
Trinity Episcopal Church/ 

1668 Busk Street, 

SanTrandsco-, California/ 


UCSF is recruiting HIV POSITIVE 
PEOPLE for a clinical trial 

• A 38-day study to evaluate an 
investigational drug. 

• Must be 18-65, no anti-HIV therapy for 
at least 12 weeks, negative drug screen. 

• Two 36-hour hospital stays, 
reimbursement up to $1175 for study 
completion. 

Call Anna Smith: 415/476-9296 ext 313 


Our Philosophy is simple. 

♦ To accommodate your wishes, your bttdget ; and your 
attitudes about death > dying and parting rituals. 

♦ To provide an environment where you make choices 
based on your own personal values. 

♦ To do things your way, not someone rise's way. 

Neptune Society 

OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
1 Loraine Court * San Francisco *94118* PD- 1306 


24 Hours (415) 771-0717 1 


Personal and diplfled cremation services. Call for our our free brochure. 
Or look us up at www.neptune-society.oon; 


□ Please seed me o free Neptune brochure. 

Name 


Address 


Otv Stole 

...... Z<P - . .-.- 
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ANDREW RA5KOPF & 
DAVID GUNDERMAN 
510.864.2024 

Visit our award-winning website: 

AndrewAndDavid.com 

Kane & Associates. Realtors 


PROTECT YOUR LOVED ONES 



■ Revocable Living Trusts ■ Wills 

■ Probates/Probate Avoidance 

■ Estate Planning ■ Since 1979 


JOHN R. BRAUN 

ATTORN EY AT LAW 


Certified Specialist, Estate 

The State Bar of California, 


240 Stockton St. On Unton Square 

(415) 956-1373 

Planning, Trust & Probate Law 

Board of Legal Specialization 


A NEW way to fight HIV... 

UCSF is conducting a study of an antiviral 
drug for people with drug-resistant HIV 

• To qualify, you must have been on 3 
classes of HIV medications previously. 

• Currently have a viral load over 5,000. 

• Have been on the same meds, or off all 
meds, for 4 weeks. 

Call Laurie Agrillo: 
415/476-9296 ext. 373 



ALWAYSTAN 


550 castro street • (415) 626-85C 
www.alwaystanskinandbody.com 


BEFORE 3PM 

FACIAL or MASSAGE 


tinte 4-fiteicit 

10 TANS 


•TANNING .FACIALS 
•MICRODERMABRASION 
• BODY TREATMENTS 
•MASSAGE .WAXING 


SOLD OUT EVENT PRESENTED 
BY LOCAL DIVAS ON MAYDAY 


WE WISH TO THANK OUR COMMUNITY 
FOR ITS SUPPORT 

Good will and great food were on 
hand as attendees were treated to 
exquisite dining, first rate 
entertainment (including iive music 
outdoors), influential guests including 
Supervisor Sevan Duffy and David 
Weinreich, the San Francisco LGBT 
liaison for Senator Carole Migden's 
office and a spring Sunday that was 
truly divine. Plans for a financially 
feasible mixed-income retirement 
village in San Francisco were 
presented in an atmosphere of caring, 
diversity, laughter and much fun. 

WWW.OPENHOUSE-SF.ORG 


From left: Supervisor Bevan Duffy; Linda Carlson, Executive 
Director for openhouse; Kimberly Smith of HMS Associates 


senior community ■ living with pride 

openqouse 

held a benefit brunch at 

sumf 

(formerly Ma Tante SUM!) 
at 4243 18th Street on May 1 



Knocked out 



by Jim Provenzano 


oxing is a sport filled with 
AH; stories both heroic and trag- 
. . ic. It’s understandable that 
films about the sport portray 
these themes, including the few 
with GLBT characters. While Mil¬ 
lion Dollar Baby won acclaim 
(and four Oscars), it has no clear¬ 
ly identified GLBT characters. A 
new, smaller independent film 
shows a different side of the sport 
with a gay angle that weaves suc¬ 
cess and tragedy into its plot. 

JP Davis wrote and stars in 
Fighting Tommy Riley, now play¬ 
ing in local theaters. In the film, a 
young boxer nearly headed for 
“coulda been” status gets his skills 
honed by Marty, a deeply closeted 
trainer, played by veteran actor 
Eddie Jones (Seabiscuit). 

“It’s a cautionary tale about 
not living an authentic life,” said 
Davis, who turned down studio 
offers to buy the film script, pro¬ 
vided he made the trainer straight. 

“The fact that Marty hides so 
much of himself - and his 
homosexuality - is a big 
issue,” said director Eddie 
O’Flaherty. Both he and 
Davis honed the script to 
gradually reveal Marty’s 
private life and torments. 

“We knew people who had 
gone through a similar 
experience,” added 
O’Flaherty. “It’s all 
about the paralyzing 
effects of fear.” 

Davis recalled the 
days when the inspiration for his 
film came about. While working 
out in a small, run-down Brook¬ 
lyn gym, he observed an elderly 
trainer working with a young 
boxer. “I watched the guy spar,” 
said Davis. “You could tell he was¬ 
n’t going anywhere, but you could 
never convince the trainer. He’s al¬ 
most a caretaker. He’s watching 
out for you completely. You could 
see the devotion involved.” 

Jones says his character’s flaws 
are more about his personal fail¬ 
ures than about sexuality. Despite 
Marty’s poetic eloquence and ma¬ 
turity, he’s been shunned from the 
sport. “He just had no place to go,” 
said Jones of Marty’s self-destruc¬ 
tion. “But [Tommy and Marty] 
both have a chance to redeem 
themselves.” 

Similarly, Tommy suffers his 
own form of repression, and while 
being straight, deals with his 
trainer’s sexuality with varying 
emotions, from compassion to¬ 
ward Marty to outrage at a pro¬ 
moter who demands that Tommy 
abandon Marty specifically be¬ 
cause he’s gay. 

Davis’s character remains clue¬ 
less about Marty’s being gay, until 
both characters have been firmly 
developed. Along with nuanced 
performances, Davis’s athletic and 
intense performance brings fresh 
muscle to the cinematic tradition 
of boxing films. His years of train¬ 
ing while waiting to get the film 
produced paid off. 

But in shooting the final fight 
scene, Davis tells of working with 
actor and former professional 
boxer Don Wallace, who noticed 
Davis being too cautious. 

“I’d trained but never really 
gotten hit,” said Davis. “Finally, 
Don hit me, demanding I really 
hit him. So I did. Everything I’d 
learned finally came out. He 
smiled at me and said, ‘You broke 
your cherry.’” 

Another truthful aspect of 
Fighting Tommy Riley is that 
while homophobia in the ring 
may be a problem, it is sometimes 


antigay management and promot¬ 
ers who make or vanquish entire 
careers if an athlete is gay or les¬ 
bian. 

Only one male former profes¬ 
sional boxer has come out, Cana¬ 
dian Mark LeDuc. A new docu¬ 
mentary film, Ring 
of Fire, about 1960s 
welterweight champ 
Emile Griffith, broadcast re¬ 
cently on USA Network, 
posthumously outs Griffith 
as gay. 

The subject of the 
1999 documentary 
Red Rain, Gina Guidi, 
was the only compet¬ 
ing out-of-the-closet 
athlete - male or fe¬ 
male - in boxing. Before retiring 
in 2002, Guidi had a 15-1-1 
record, and trained at Oakland’s 
King’s Gym, where 2004 Olympic 
champion Andre Ward also honed 
his fighting skills. Photos, clip¬ 
pings, and posters of many boxers, 
including Guidi, fill the walls of 
the gym. 

Does Guidi feel a sense of re¬ 
sponsibility or pride in being the 
only out lesbian in the sport? 

“I think it’s very important 
how I represent myself in both 
communities,” Guidi said. “I don’t 
always hold myself together as 
nicely as I’d like to, in a cute little 
package, but I have learned how to 
deal with things on a more mature 
level, not on a boxer’s level.” 

Guidi told of encounters where 
her being out led to affronts with 


the locals at some bouts. “We’d 
walk in and hear, ‘Dykes,’ or what¬ 
ever. I’d turn and smile, and kill 
‘em with kindness. I did my job in 
the twenty-squared [the ring].” 

But it may have been homo¬ 
phobia that limited Guidi’s career. 
The Women’s International Box¬ 
ing Federation refused her offer to 
fight the Polish then-world cham¬ 
pion. Ranked among the top 10 
women boxers at the time, her 
toughest battles were not with 
other boxers, but those who con¬ 
trol the competition. 

Several high-profile women 
boxers, including Laila Ali, daugh¬ 
ter of Muhammad Ali, refused 
matches with Guidi, perhaps 
knowing full well that their title 
belts would have become a mem¬ 
ory. 

“There are so many lesbian 
boxers, and they’re all in the clos¬ 
et,” said Guidi. “It’s sad. Some box¬ 
ers are being handled by people 
who say, ‘Don’t do it. You’ll miss 
out on endorsements.’ I’ve never 
been closeted. I just don’t think it’s 
necessary.” ▼ 


Fighting Tommy Riley is now 
playing at AMC (1000 Van Ness 
Avenue) and Presidio (2340 
Chestnut) theaters, 
www.fightingtommyriley.com/h 
ome. For info about boxing in 
Oakland, visit www.eastoakland. 
com/kings.htm. Read more 
columns at www. 
sportscompiex.org. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


TTKD kick-a-thon and self-defense seminar 

Triangle Taekwon Do’s annual kick-a-thon on Saturday, May 14 
at 1 p.m. at Dolores Park, benefits both June Pride Fest, and enables 
Triangle to hold self-defense seminars for other nonprofit organi¬ 
zations. The members have been collecting sponsor pledges, and 
in order to earn the pledges they must perform 1,000 kicks in an 
hour (or 17 kicks per minute). 

A self-defense seminar will be held by Triangle Taekwon Do on 
Friday, May 27 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the SF LGBT Communi¬ 
ty Center at 1800 Market Street in San Francisco. The seminar will 
be led by experienced black-belt instructors, and will focus on self- 
defense concepts, recognition of potential danger, conflict assess¬ 
ment and de-escalation techniques, and legal responsibilities of the 
defender. Reserving a space for the seminar is recommended (cost 
is $20), and can be made by calling (415) 865-5555 or logging on 
to www.sfcenter.org. For more info, call (415) 495-1888 or e-mail 
info@triangletkd.org. 

Fundraisers 

The SF Menace softball team (currently undefeated 9-0) will 
play this Sunday, May 15, along with lots of other GSL softball 
teams, at Crocker Amazon Park. But the SF Menace’s beer benefit 
fundraiser is afterward, at the Detour, 2348 Market Street, from 4 
to 8 p.m. 

Golden Gate Wrestling Club’s beer benefit fundraiser is also 
Sunday, May 15, from 3 to 6 p.m. To raise funds for expenses, in¬ 
cluding the trip to Chicago in 2006 for Gay Games VII, they’ll be 
serving the best Italian food this side of Noe Valley, at the Eagle 
Tavern, 12th Street and Harrison. For more info, visit 
www.ggwc.org. ▼ 
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Honoring Christen 



P at Christen, left, the 
former executive di¬ 
rector of the San 
Francisco AIDS Founda¬ 
tion, received the James R. 
Harrison Award from Paul 
Wisotzky, current chair of 
the foundation's Pangaea 
Global AIDS Foundation 
board, at SFAF's 18th an¬ 
nual Leadership Recogni¬ 
tion Dinner, held May 5 at 
Fort Mason. Since leaving 
SFAF last year, after 15 
years at the helm, Christen 
has served as the president 
of HopeLab, a nonprofit in 
Palo Alto that develops 
cutting edge interventions 
for young people with 
chronic illnesses. 


Gay sperm ban 

◄ page 1 

are screened for diseases at the 
time of sperm donation, then re¬ 
screened every three months. All 
sperm is frozen for 180 days to en¬ 
sure that the donor is healthy. 
Such stringent guidelines, she 
said, are considered scientifically 
sound for sperm donation. The 
FDA regulations were meant to 
standardize all tissue donation, 
she said, but unlike other types of 
tissue, sperm can be quarantined 
while a donor undergoes repeat 
testing. 

FDA spokeswoman Lenore 
Gelb expressed doubt as to how 
separate the guidelines were from 
the regulations, but acknowledged 
that the regulations allow facilities 
to create their own safety criteria. 

“The guidance in and of itself 
doesn’t have the power of regula¬ 
tion,” said Gelb. “However, the 
regulation requires adequate 
screening and testing of donors. 
FDA’s guidance to the industry is 
considered the scientific consen¬ 
sus on adequate screening and 
testing. It’s true that within the 
guidance, somebody could come 
up with alternate approach. If 
someone wanted to do something 
differently, it would have to be 
evaluated by the FDA as to 
whether it was adequate.” 

Ruby and Traiman said that 
such an evaluation would find 
that science and the law are on 
their side. They noted that the 
FDA guidelines around men who 
have sex with men only apply to 
anonymous donors, and that gay 
men are not mentioned in regula¬ 
tions or guidance pertaining to di¬ 
rected donors. 

“The good news that nobody is 
talking about is directed donors,” 
said Ruby. “The FDA initially 


wanted to ban gay directed 
donors, but it’s very clear, regard¬ 
less of how one reads the guide¬ 
lines versus the regulations, that a 
man doesn’t have to meet all the 
eligibility criteria of the anony¬ 
mous donor program to be some¬ 
body’s directed donor.” 

Most of the gay donors at 
Sperm Bank of California, said 
Ruby, are directed donors, not 
anonymous donors. There are 
several reasons that people who 
know each other may want to go 
through a donor program rather 
than have intimate relations for 
the sake of procreation. The rigor¬ 
ous screening process for all 
sperm is one benefit. Additional¬ 
ly, signing sperm over to a physi¬ 
cian or bank is the only way to ter¬ 
minate parental rights. 

Many of the sperm banks that 
currently do not accept gay 
donors adopted such policies in 
anticipation of an FDA ban. 
Whether the FDA’s new openness 
toward gay directed donors will 
persuade some sperm banks to ac¬ 
cept such donors is unclear. More 
likely, said Traiman, the guidance 
in the FDA regulations pertaining 
to anonymous gay donors will re¬ 
enforce some banks’ previous de¬ 
cisions to ban gay sperm, and 
challenge others to reevaluate 
their bans. 

“It’s an intimidation tactic. It 
produces an atmosphere of fear. 
But the question is, are you going 
to follow this non legally binding 
document or are you going to 
look at science and say ‘no’ to 
being intimidated by bigotry?” 
said Traiman. “What are the 
repercussions if I use gay sperm? 
None. Unless we stand up to these 
homophobic bullies, people are 
going to cower to them.” 

The FDA regulations can be 
found on-line at www.fda.gov/ 
cber/rules/suitdonor.htm. ▼ 


HIV names bill 

◄ page 2 

sense. The CDC needs accurate 
data, not names. There are other 
solutions that have not been fully 
explored, such as modifying the 
unique identifier system and com¬ 
pelling the federal government to 
accept California’s current data,” 
he said. 

Dana Van Gorder, director of 
state and local affairs for the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation, also 
hailed the judiciary committee’s 
decision not to rush a vote on 
Soto’s bill. The foundation has 
long opposed using names-based 
reporting. 

“We are in a position to wait 
until we see what Congress does 
before we make this significant a 
change. We agree there is some 


potential for the state to lose 
money if it becomes clear we are 
required to move to names re¬ 
porting and don’t do it. But we are 
not at that point yet,” he said. 

Van Gorder chastised AHF for 
its claims that the state is already 
losing money since in the last 
three years the state has only been 
required to report AIDS cases in 
order to receive federal dollars. 

“They have pulled some fig¬ 
ures out of the air that we think 
are hard to justify. We think they 
have been alarming people with¬ 
out justification for their notion,” 
he said. “It is simply erroneous to 
say California lost any money the 
last three years because we haven’t 
moved to HIV cases. I am not sure 
if they are making a gross mistake 
when insisting on this from the 
LGBT caucus or what their think¬ 
ing was.” T 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284591-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Michael A. Rhea Photography, 1090 
Eddy St. Apt. 306 San Francisco, Ca., 
94109. This business is conducted by an 
individual, signed Michael A. Rhea. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 4/14/05. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 4/14/05. 

APRIL 21, 28, MAY 5, 12 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284531-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Baku De Thai, 400 Valencia St. San Francis¬ 
co, Ca. 94103. This business is conducted 
by an individual, signed Vena Shotive- 
yaratana. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/13/05. 

APRIL 21, 28, MAY 5, 12 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284493-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Rentals InSF, 1318 Hayes St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Jackie 
Tom. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 4/13/05. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/13/05. 

APRIL 21, 28, MAY 5, 12 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284491-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Coming Out Productions, 186 Commonwealth 
Ave. #1 San Francisco, Ca. 94118. This 
business is conducted by an individual, signed 
Richard Kemp. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filedwith the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/13/05. 

APRIL 21, 28, MAY 5, 12 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE #CNC 05541967 

In the matter of the application of Yuen 
Wang Yu for change of name. The applica¬ 
tion of Yuen Wang Yu for change of name 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Yuen Wang Yu 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Peter Wang 
Yu. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in Room 218 
on the 9th day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 21, 28 MAY 5, 12 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541984 

In the matter of the application of Chi 
Wang Yu for change of name. The applica¬ 
tion of Chi Wang Yu for change of name 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Chi Wang Yu 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to John Yu. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered, that all per¬ 
sons interested in said matter do appear 
before this Court in Room 218 on the 16th 
day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of said day 
to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 21, 28 MAY 5, 12 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284845-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lucid Gallery, 580 Sutter St. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94102. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a corporation, signed Clint Wor¬ 
den. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on N/A. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 4/25/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284788-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Weird Fish, 2193 Mission St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Peter 
Hood. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/22/05. ' 
APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284711-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Sterling Ventures, 1388 Haight St. #95 
San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Sterling 
B. Scott II. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/20/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-02848766-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Belgano Chocolatier & Gelateria, 390124th 
St. San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business 
is conducted by a corporation, signed Ran¬ 
dall Jensen. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/21/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
City & County of San Francisco 
Emergency Communications Department 
8238 Public Safety Communications 911 Dispatcher 
Salary Approx.: $48,802 - $62,166 
Req: 2 yrs Stressful Public Contact Exp.; 

H.S. Diploma/GED; ability to type 40 wpm (net); 

No Felonies. EOE. Call: (415) 558-3850 or 
Go to www.sfgov.org/ecd 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR AS-NEEDED LEGAL SERVICES FOR 
SAN FRANCISCO HOUSING AUTHORITY (Solicitation No. 05-510-RFP-022) 

The San Francisco Housing Authority Is soliciting Request for Proposals from experienced law 
firms and solo practitioners to provided legal services on an as-needed basis for the San Fran¬ 
cisco Housing Authority in the City and County of San Francisco, California. 

All submissions of documents must be in by 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 31, 2005. For more de¬ 
tailed information and for a copy of the RFP package and other requirements, please email pro- 
curement@sfha.org or fax (415) 554-1258. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR ANNUAL AUDITING SERVICES FOR THE SAN 
FRANCISCO HOUSING AUTHORITY 

The San Francisco Housing Authority is soliciting Request for Proposals (RFP) from qualified 
firms to provide Annual Auditing Services of the Authority’s accounts and records for the twelve 
month period ending September 30, 2005, twelve month period ending September 30, 2006, 
and any subsequent periods that are agreed upon by the Authority and the successful auditing 
firm. 

All submissions of documents must be in by 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 31, 2005. For more de¬ 
tailed information and for a copy of the RFP package and other requirements, please email pro- 
curement@sfha.org or fax (415) 554-1258. 

Informational Meetings: The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission will hold informa¬ 
tional meetings on its $4.3 billion Water System Improvement Program and the upcoming en¬ 
vironmental review process for that Program. Meetings will be held in Modesto (5/12), Fremont 
(5/17), San Francisco (5/19) and Belmont (5/23) from 7 to 9 pm. The San Francisco meeting 
will be at Lakeside Presbyterian Church, 201 Eucalyptus Drive (near 19th Ave.) For more de¬ 
tails, visit sfwater.org (click on the PEIR button) or call (415) 554-3237. 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR YOUTH PHILANTHROPY PROJECT 
The Department of Children, Youth and Their Families (DCYF) announces the availability of 
funds to implement a youth to youth grant-making program for projects across the city. DCYF 
plans to award a grant of up to $390,000 for the grant period of August 1,2005 to June 30,2006 
with an extension of an additional grant up to $425,000 for the period of July 1,2006 to June 
30, 2007 based on the availability of funds and the performance of the grantee. Copies of the 
Request for Proposal (RFP) will be available on May 9, 2005 at the DCYF office or can be 
downloaded from the DCYF website (www.dcyf.org). 

Proposal submissions must be received by 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 6, 2005. Late submis¬ 
sions will not be accepted. Submittals are due to DCYF, 1390 Market Street, Suite 900, San 
Francisco, CA 94102. 

A non mandatory bidders’ conference will take place on May 12, 2005, from 2:30 pm to 4:30 
pm, at DCYF; 1390 Market Street, Suite 900. 

For further information, contact Nani A. Coloretti at (41.5) 554-8959. 

SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Please complete a meeting information/public noticing survey online at 
http://www.sfgov.org/site/bdsupvrs or call (415) 554-5184 for a survey form. 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284528-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
John Griffin Photography, 1072 Folsom St. 
#400 San Francisco, Ca. 94103. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
John Griffin. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 4/13/05. 

The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/13/05. 
APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541994 

In the matter of the application of Dennis 
Robert Badagliacco for change of name. 

The application of Dennis Robert Badagli¬ 
acco for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said appli¬ 
cation that Dennis Robert Badagliacco has 
filed an application proposing that his/her 
name be changed to Dennis Robert Jeffer¬ 
son. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Room 218 on 
the 21st day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 28 MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 * 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE# CNC 05541981 

In the matter of the application of Melissa 
Marie Maggiolo-Smida for change of name. 
The application of Melissa Marie Maggiolo- 
Smida for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said appli¬ 
cation that Melissa Marie Maggiolo-Smida 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Alessandra Mel 
Vitale. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Room 218 on 
the 28th day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 28 MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE# CNC 05541995 

In the matter of the application of 
Jonathan Timothy Bobst-McKay for 
change of name. The application of 
Jonathan Timothy Bobst-McKay for 
change of name having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Jonathan Timothy Bobst-McKay has filed 
an application proposing that his/her name 
be changed to Jonathan Timothy Bobst. 

Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, that 
all persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in Room 218 on the 
21st day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of said 
day to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 28 MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


CITY AMD COUNTY OF 
SAN FRANCISCO BfflB 

HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS # 295 
Dear Potential Applicant: 

The City and County of San Francisco 
Human Services Agency is seeking proposals 
to conduct a study of the homeless caseload 
decline experienced by the CAAP Program 
result of implementation of the Care 
Not Cash initiative. 

A RFP packet can be picked up at SFHSA, 
Office of Contract Management, 1650 Mis¬ 
sion Street, Suite 300, on or after Monday, 
May 9, 2005. Office hours are from 8:30 
AM to 5 PM. RFP packets will also be avail¬ 
able on the Internet at 
http://www.sfgov.org/oca/purchasing.htm 
click “BIDS and Contracts Database”, then 
the “Consultants and Professional Services” 
link and look for RFP #295 
For further information, call Pauson Yun at 
(415) 557-6523. Due date for responses is June 
1,2005 at 3:00 PM. NO EXCEPTIONS 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are Western Host INC. The 
applicants listed above are applying to the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
at 71 Stevenson Street, Suite #1500 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94105, to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: 125 Third St. San Francisco, 
Ca. 94105. Type of License applied for: 

47 - ON-SALE GENERAL EATING 
PLACE APRIL. 28, MAY 5,12, 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284941-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 

B + L Interiors, LLC, 478 10th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94118. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a limited liability company, signed 
Cray Bauxmont Flynn. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
N/A. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/28/05. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285008-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Fruitful Grounds, 1813 Fulton St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by co-partners, signed Jorge 
Cortes. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on May 10, 
1995. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca on 5/02/05. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284956-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Tableworks, 2588 Mission St. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94110. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an Individual, signed Jamie Owens. 

The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 11/29/05. The 
statement was filed with the City and County r 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/29/05. 

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 
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Classifieds 


REAL ESTATE 




Totally GORGEOUS 

3 bedroom-3 bath home in r 
Hayward Hills. UPGRADES 
GALORE!!! Huge lot with 
state-of-the-art pool/spa with ^ 

' waterfall. Large family room 
with granite designer floor K .1 
with open bar, built-in sink and icemaker. Ideal for entertainment. 
Too much to describe. For more info, call agent: 

Cecilia Tiojanco 510.579.6648 Re/max Active Agent 


'~D 


Looking for Real Estate in the Palm Springs Area? 
2-For-l SPECIAL 


Steve • 760.880.0863 
Larry 760.880.3615 
Email: 

TheTwinRealtors@aol.com 



Let us help you find your 
perfect place in the sun. 


Homes & Condos from 
$100,000 and up. 


IT S THE TWINS IN PALM SPRINGS 


Congratulations! 

Top Listing Agent 2004 Award! 

Top Sales Agent 2004 Award! 
Presidents Circie 2004 Award! 

Todd Bishop 

Prudential California Reality 
707-235-4277 

We Sell - PALM SPRINGS, Vallejo, j 
Big Bear Lake, Napa & Solano County. ! 
Some Houses, Condos & w/pool, 

& Cabins from S100K! 



OVER 

6 Years I 

of Award 
’Winning 

Service ■' 

Results! $ Prudential 

California Baatty 


} 1 


i i 




n L M W/\a Y ^»Mn4W e ...«acat 1 on 

tef gawray. ■■■» 

Xout tom, can come tmevt> 

Th C.a\\ me. Wan Emeiy, ^oi 

S' 7 60-902-5266 

’fitle tmai. Ma^mer,feAtot@ao\.com 

VJWW. ManE.mety.com 


_ 





REDDING, CALIFORNIA 
__ , „ Serene, private, solitude. Magnificent 

home almost 5000 sq. ft. Includes a 1350 
sq. ft. quest house. Situated on 4.6 acres 
with a pond, solid Oak floors & beautiful 
stained glass windows. Large kitchen with 
open floor plan. 


Artists’ Paradise 

Priced at: $992,000 
Call Patricia Dougherty 
530-945-2892 



United Mortgage & Realty 

Diana Marks 

Full Service Mortgage & Real Estate 
Debt consol., new purchases, refi, 0 down loans 

510.677.9744 

loati.4u@sbcglobal.net 


4% TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 
JOHN LIRA 

Bay Direct Realty 
Gay Owned 

(415) 824-4878 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 

E1B 

PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-902-5266. 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


NOTICES 

$50 TO PARTICIPATE 
IN LGBT FOCUS GROUP 


DO YOU CARE FOR SOMEONE: 
WHO WAS HOSPITALIZED? 
WHO IS OVER AGE 50? 

WHO LIVES IN THE EAST BAY? 

CALL REBA AT 510-558- 
7800 X750 TO SIGN UP FOR 
MAY 17 GROUP 5PM 

COMING SOON! 

MR. MARCUS’ 

WEB SITE! 

Exclusive World-Wide coverage of 
doings in the leather community. No 
restrictions! No censorship. No delays 
and no petty whims of web masters. 
Photos & news from England, Aus¬ 
tralia, Germany, Switzerland, Hol¬ 
land, Canada, Italy and the US. 
Watch for it. 

.E20 

MR. SAN FRANCISCO 
LEATHER 2005 SEP 24 

THE NIGHT BEFORE THE FOLSOM 
STREET FAIR. IN SPITE OF 
DEMENTED MOVES BY 
DISGRUNTLED QUEENS, THE 
CONTEST WILL GO ON! 


PALM SPRING •MID-CENTURY MODERN 

KINGS POINT-CANYON COUNTRY CLUB 

This fabulous home was designed by William 
Krisel of mid-century Alexander homes fame. 

The residence was published in the January 
2004 issue of Palm Springs Life magazine and 
is located in the wind-free area of South Palm 
Springs. The over 2300 sq.ft, contains a dramatic 
entry, impressive living and dining room with 
2-siaed fireplace and nigh clerestory windows, 
media room, gourmet kitchen, breakfast area, 

3 spacious bedrooms, 2.5 baths and an original 
mia-century 2 car carport! Fabulous Mountain 
views abound from most rooms. 

Offered at $649,000 

www.RombergPalmSpringsHomes.com 

_ to views listing and photographs _ 



Michael Romberg 760.831.4989 


Coldwoll Banker Reslder 


REAL ESTATE 


DOUGLAS 


DELIVERS 

Douglas Bohling 
delivers Sonoma 
County real 
estate success. 

Whether you’re buying 
or selling, take advan¬ 
tage of his 18 years of 
experience and the 
expertise that has 
earned him a spot in 
the top 6% of all pro¬ 
ducers in the national 
Prudential network. 

Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 

Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 

Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! Prudential 

(800)200-2011 x204 'W? California Realty 

Doug.Bohling@PruRealty.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohling 


Amazing panoramic viaw...Forest, ridge tops and the beautiful Russian River. 
This 3 bdr./2.5 bth. offers a light, bright, open floor plan. Glass Walls bring the 
beauty from outside in! Vaulted wood beamed ceiling, black tile FP hearth upstairs 
and stone FP downstairs, forced air heat, double decks, attached 2 car garage 
w/. artist workshop. Big SFD or duplex. "Top of the hill" low maintenance parcel 
w/ thousand acre views!!! Offered at $749,000 



★ ★ STUNNING ROCKRIDGE LISTING! ★ ★ 

★ Open House - Sunday, May 15,2005 2-4:30pm ★ 


B® V-."' 



4+ Bedrooms / 2+ Bathrooms 
5329 Broadway 
Oakland, CA 94618 
Offered @$1,149,000 


Compelling Contemporary with a European Flair 

Drama, Sunlight. Sophistication, Views, and Openness define this architectural 
gem. Nestled on the bluffs overlooking Rockridge with views of the City, the 
Gate, and Mt. Tam. this unique 3 story home is truly worth a visit. It-explodes 
with 2 story spaces, walls of glass, sunlight flooding in, sleek maple floors 
imbedded with stone inlays, and exquisite public and private places. Currently 
the home is configured with an entire private floor featuring cathedral ceilings 
dedicated to the Master retreat with a luxurious resort feel not to be duplicated 
in most private homes. Additionally, there is a guest bedroom and bathroom, 
exercise room/art studio, 2 verandas, a home office, media room, library, formal 
living and dining room, and a kitchen family room. Gardens, garage, storage, 
updated systems, and laundry complete the package. 


Your new home is located in the heart.of Rockridge, close to 
including all the great shops and restaurants on College Ave. 
BART, AC Transit, Casual Carpooling to SF, Freeways. and 
easy access to all the major work places make commuting from 
this home a snap or ideal for a home office. As a bonus. Pied¬ 
mont Avenue is just a few blocks away from this great loca¬ 
tion. And with coffee available at every turn, what could be 

Ron Kriss, Broker 

510-547-5970 Ext 55 ronkriss@jps.net 


www«5329Broadway.Com 


verything 


\\% 


Unique, Rare & Very Special 



Magical Eel River retreat in the 
heart heart of the redwoods. Lo¬ 
cated in the beautiful Branscomb 
Area. Two bedroom, one bath 
1950's home + guest cottage. 
Three level acres with towering 
redwoods and 400 ft. of Eel River 
frontage, more than just a get¬ 
away, this is an absolute dream 
place!! Must see!! 

$575,000 

Agent - 707 984-6644 


LEGAL NOTICES 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05542001 

In the matter of the application of Win 
Thaw Oo for change of name. The applica¬ 
tion of Win Thaw Oo for change of name 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Win Thaw Oo 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Ryan Chan. 
Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, that 
all persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in Room 218 on the 
16th day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of said 
day to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 20005 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF AL¬ 
COHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are Harikrishan Lai and Re¬ 
sham Singh. The applicants listed above 
are applying to the Department of Alco¬ 
holic Beverage Control at 71 Stevenson 
Street, Suite #1500 San Francisco, Ca. 
94105, to sell alcoholic beverages at: 602 
Hayes St. San Francisco, Ca. 94102. Type 
of License applied for: 

41 - ON-SALE BEER AND WINE - 
EATING PLACE 
MAY 5, 2005 
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VACATION RENTAI S 


ViCCa in T’uscany 
wmv.marengo.it 



jj Prestigious antique Vida. Heart of i 
| Tuscany. Authentic experience! 

I Rolling kids, vineyards, ofive grooves,! 
| cypress trees. Close to ad famous 
I towns. 4 bedrooms, 4 separate suites ; f 
I exclusive furnishings, orig. fireplace, l 
| floorings and beams. Gym, Pool, 
Jacuzzi, Sauna and steam room. Chi- ! 
anti wine & organic Olive Oil. 
Cooking classes &C other activities 
available. Organic Kitchen Garden. | 
Special deals available through this ad. 



wyvw.cabana-wafkiki.com 

: v.^hion c^wrtgfttb 0 *<l. wmm * i 

'.Arfycntum' HiKa ^;fours t808>8'2«-S5S& txt 222 

. dermal LuSu.it*.*..S60.00 ,rt OJS ?o! * T,e * , *|i 

•)-97r^02-^-f2S e* 222 _ 

‘ HetteomerTours.. from S99.0O X* 


» Csss armop Wj ttie C«t>arsa *t walfefcl far ? 
' !nf«ro«lon. For a eompSrt^fistlng | 
•or oortbors & activities visit onltrfe. 


^retreat 

experience the new russian river. 

/PM 




get polished, buffed, wrapped and 
rubbed at our full service spa, then 
after dinner, relax in front of your 
own fireplace in nothing but a fluffy 
robe...and a smile. 


reservations | 707.869.2706 
866.73. RE LAX 

www.retreatresort.biz 

info@retreatresort.biz 


1471 1 ARMSTRONG WOODS ROAD . GUERNEVIUE . CA 95446 


SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99 !! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284918-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
CAL-AM Construction Company, 2427 37th 
Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a general partnership, 
signed David Chang. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
N/A. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/27/05. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284865-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Hanke and Company, 100 Bush St. Ste. 

1675, San Francisco Ca. 94104-3943. This 
business is conducted by an individual, signed 
Milo F. Hanke. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/26/05. 

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 




W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

m 415-252-7552 • 

www.weltax.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

RICK GERHARTER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 
rgerharter@igc.org 


MW 


RABIUA 


We pay top dollar for 

GAY MEMORABILIA 

Books, Photos, Mags, 
1970's or earlier. 
415-642-3624 

hb@resolvedigital.com 




R 3 L 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 14 Years Exp 

l 

% 

Rick 415.821.1792 


^Communications 
Telephone 8 Computer Cabling 
Telephone 8 Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems ■ Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfoiaallwired.net 

Lie. # 79G389 Ph: 4G8-9400 


Computer Help 


Affordable house calls for 
your PC needs by exp’d pro. 
Recorded info: (415) 820-3251 
web: computerhelpsf. com 
Cell: (415)431-6766 



Need PC help? , 

■ 1^1 


Experienced 



Friendly A 




Reasonable 




Ed: 415-282-0383 l 





Upside down? 

Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


remam.com 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office g 
throughout the Bay Area. /“f-bv 


415-552-7909 

www.sf-remain.com 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 



JOBS OFFERED 


ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate, alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. ^ <f .*** r * 1 ®* 

Excellent pay and great benefits! 

vi*- r f r/ 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life ■ 401 (k) ■ Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays ■ Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


^^^^^r^Emai/^^^Jobs@adultsu^ersource^com^ 




TECHNICIAN 

To Do Urine Collections & Alcohol 
Testing. Position Requires 
Computer Skills & Driving a 
Motorhome. Motorhome Is 
Suitable For Fulltime Living. 

Will Train The Right Person. 

FAX Resume to 510-237-4255 


RENTALS 


SF'S CAY HOTEL 

LUZ HOTEL 725 GEARY 

$65/Night Wkly & Monthly avail. 
Check our Daboyz Rm - A must see! 

415-928-1917 • 866-STAYLUZ 


1 Br In-Law Apt For Rent In Brisbane 
Friendly Gay Couple Has A Charming 
1-Bedroom In-Law Apartment For 
Rent In Sunny Brisbane. Living 
Room, New Kitchen, Bedroom And 
Bath. All Utilites And Digital Cable 
Included. Off Street parking. Free 
Shuttle To BART And Cal Train. 
Looking For A Good Tenant And 
Neighbor. Available Now. 415-468- 
4814 Or 415-640-6416 (cell) 

_ _ _£19 

495/mo. & Up Monthly Or Weekly. 
Newly Rennovated Rms W/Berber 
Carpet. Incl. Util, DSL, Satellite TV, 
Tel, Refrig, Microwave. 
www.villasoma.net 415-203-2730 

_E19 

GUERNEVILLE 

$850 two bedroom cottage in quiet 
wooded setting, knotty pine interior, 
large decks, laundry. 

$950 modern two bedroom cottage 
perfect for permanent home or week¬ 
end retreat, yard, d/w, laundry. Con¬ 
venient location near beach. 

$1000 two bedroom private cottage, 
spacious rooms, secluded deck, sunny yard. 

CALL 707-869-0623 
WWW.RIVERHOMES.COM 

_EIB 

Mb 5 

GAY HOUSEHOLD NEEDED 
IN S.F. OR E.B. 

I'm Dick Kramer, First Director Of 
SF Gay Men's Chorus 
(916) 708-1460 

£19 

ROOMMATES 

GM To Share Very Nice Studio Apt. 
Must See To App. ND, Smoking OK. 
$400+ Sec. Refs. A Must. 

Jim 415-921-1427. 

_§19 

Redwood City - 3Bdr House w/Yard 

Near 280 $450/mo 650-367-7528 

_§20 

$750- Spacious Bdrm In Sunset 
2Blks From Beach & Golden gate Park! 
Share Utils. Greg 415 412-2387 

___ £19 

East Bay Pleasant Hill. Tahoe Set¬ 
ting. Bdrm w/pvt bath, enclosed 
garage, 1/2 util, incld. $700. 

Mike 925-947-5550 


F fT Event & Party Set Up, Maintain 
Storage & Retrieval Of Props. Week¬ 
ends Mand. Good DMV A Must, Neat 
Appearance & Good Attitude. At ,f ~ 
Start $11.00/Hr Call 707-363-9399 x 

HAIRSTYLIST WANTED 

Upscale Salon In Downtown Pinole. 
Booth Rental. 

Call 510-724-2660 Or 776-7475. c 


kIMtfc 


ES 


THE BECK LAW GROUP 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

Estate Planning Made Easy 



Alma Soongi Beck, Esq. 

j.D., LLM Taxation 
Seminar Facilitator for NCLR 
and Our Family Coalition 

415 . 642.9930 


Wills, Living Trusts 
Domestic Partnership Planning 
Property' Co-Ownership Issues 
Probate & Trust Administration 

ALMA@BECKLAWGROUP.COM 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEYS. FEINBERG 

1 

Serving the g 
Flood Building 

870 Market SI. 

Probate 

Wills and Living 

Trusts 

Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
| Agreements 

FLAT FEE 

ay community since 1999 
ssfeinberg msn.com 
415.421.1893 


Law and Mediation Solutions 
Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation (Business/Famiiy) 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Preparation 

• Bankruptcy 
•Wilis/Trusts 

• Co-Ownership Issues 

IS yrs.experience 

Proud to serve the LGBT Community 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

INSTRUCTION 


• All Levels • Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415 ) 441 -2062 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 

Good dish on any one in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.cOm 
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SERVICES 


blueisnotmycolor.com 


(FOPflit design 
PFiHI production 
COpy writing 

SCilliDIHfiSIHltiBSCW.CSm 


LinK Landscape Design & Construction 

Creating Beautiful Gardens. 

Lein-Blaintenance. irrigation Systems. 

DecKs, Hot inns. Fences. 

din Linn #7315•to)28a-oe88 






' ^ 


LAND 


HIGH INTEGRITY LANDSCAPING • 415 269 6609 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415-978-2463 


Portraits/Online Photos 

http://www.stevenunderhill.com 


GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 

Yard Cleaning • Hauling • Tree Care 

Ph: (415) 810-6807 

-suNnysip^ 


Housecleaner, Personal Assistant, Or¬ 
ganizer, Caregiver, Pet Sitter, Driver, 
Errands, Moving, Packing. 

Mike 495-2312. 


Cheap & Cheerful Landscaping . 
..Hauling. Free Estimate 
415 642-9020 


Christopher's House Cleaning 
8yrs. Exp. Free Est. 370-4341 

$13/hr Weed And Yardwork Also 
Tree Pruning, Haul 835-4735 


ADRIANA'S HOUSECLEANING 
Good Prices! Professional, Exc. Refs 
& Exp. Call Adriana Or Eduardo. 
415-240-9520/415-584-2079 Or 
www.adrianacleaning.com 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs. Lie. Call 

WREN • 621-1379 



—PETS? 

PET SITTINGS, DOG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HOUR CQNSULTRTION 
CALL JEHNINE 
415 8B1-5381 isfi 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 



Lone Star 

Plumbing 


BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE LIC. #430557 


BEST CLEAN $40 WEEKLY 

or bi-weekly. Once $55/flat rate. 
Whole house clean. Best basic clean 
in the business. Satisfaction guaran¬ 
teed. Call John 420-2926. Reliable. 
In B.A.R. since 1991. Honest. 


HOUSECLEANING 

Since 1979, many original clients. 
All equipment and supplies. 
Richard • 415-255-0389. 


PRUNE YOUR TREE 

Expert in pruning all varieties of trees 
& more. Please call 334-3334. 


Cleaning Professional 19 yrs exp 
(415) 664-0513 • Roger Miller 


FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 

E1B 


DIAKADIBODY 

Personal Training and Wellness Center 

www.diakadibody.com 

290 Division Street 

(between 10th Street and Brannan Street) 

415.863-4922 


UPKEEP 


1 Thomas Starr Stevens 


8 * * 1 


DESIGN ER/CRAFTSM AN 

CUSTOM CABINETRY 8c TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415-641 - 41 41 



ttePAv ELECTRICIAN/ 

!ti JiotAZ OK OfflCZ 

Call 415-577-1665 Peter 
Remodeling, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 

No Job Too Small • Low Rates 



cotomsi 

PAINTING CO. 

• Commercial/Residential 

• Interior/Exterior 

• Quality Craftsmanship / /T(* 

• Over 20 Yrs. Experience \ ( V\ 

(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 



NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


1 QUALITY ROOFING SINGE 10011 

a Roofs of all types 

■JJL • Featuring 

Modified 

Single Ply 
Roofing For 

All Flat Roofs 
*'1®^ * Gutters 

jjgjgKT • Skylights 

Sratr # Siclin 9 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 
/Sv * Cedar Sidewall 
f’P" Shingles 

la Insured PL & PD.State Uc# 757164 

till* John Bailey 

Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 
333-3701 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415.584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 

Doors & Windows 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 

Track Lighting 

Internal & External 

Motion Detectors 

Down Lights 

Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 



CALIFORNIA 
^^JCARPENTRY CO. 

BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 
DECKS & FENCES 

TEL: 415.244.8523 

Ca 1 iforniaCarpentry.com 

UC # 841971 



PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK • 

415-374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


Brookline 
Aries 
We 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


(415)239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Japeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY 

ELECTRIC 

[PH (41 
'-Free 

15 ) 563 - 5645 ] 
EstimatesLl 

Old Houses • Condo Conversions 

New Panels • Service Calls 

Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 


REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 





PAINTING 

INTERIORS ONLY 
COLOR CONSULTATION 

GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415 . 370.4849 

h JPPCOMPANY@AOL.COM 


ICARPENTRYf 

I ALL PHASES - DRY ROT f 

( 415 ) 621-1379 

Wren 


CARPENTRY 

■■■■■■■■ 

Specializing in 
Kitchens 
& Baths 

Interior 

Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

Windows & Doors 

Impeccable References 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 
Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 
Victorian Homes Carpentry & Drywall Repair 

(415) 519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Bonded Insured State Lie. # 792783 



1 - 415 - 505-2427 



STEVE THE CARPENTER 

20 Yrs Experience 415-255-7014 E22 

HANDYMAN JAMIE 

415-425-3692 Dependable Quality 
Carpentry Electrical Plumbing ejb 

Drywall/Plaster - Highest Quality 
New/Repair/Patch. Artistic Detail. 
Textures. $30/Hr. 995-4782 25 yrs^ 
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hauling 


CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


LOL’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Sofas, Padding, 
Carpet Removal, Appliances, 

Nail Strips, Large Truck 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


*msr haul*,, 

- 415 665-0800 " 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer - Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 


EZ RELOCATION 

/TTfiM 


QIQsii 


HOME & OFFICE 
415 - 810-6807 


Let’s Negotiate 


Relocation Services 

Specializing in Relocation Services of all types 
Homes • Offices • Apartments 
415.261.3285 • 510.997.0518 


Hauling, etc. 441-1054.Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement o 

2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 


MOVERS 

Pat Ryan 
Moving A 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

► Licensed^ Insured 

CalT *189309 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


[pA< 


PACKING*MOVING* STORAGE 


m\ 


415 * 821*4755 

WWW»MCKTRUX*COM 


COUNSELING 



David Lai, Ph. D. 

Psychologist (PSY17205) 

My approach fuses western science and 
eastern philosophy to help you with 
Depression. Anxiety, 

Drug Use, HIV. 


Individuals and Couples. 
Castro Office 
No Charge for First Consultation 
415 - 608-7092 
www.DrDavidLai.com 


Therapy 

tor Individuals & Couples 

relationship & family issues • sexuality 
grief & loss • transitions ♦ depression 
lesbian/gay concerns • addiction 



Don Mack, M.A., M.F.T.I. 

Depth-oriented. Conveniently located 
on Divisadero Street at California. 

Call 415-820-9620 for a free consultation. 



New Gay Men’s Group 
Forming 

Interviewing now. Work with others to grow beyond 
self-limiting attitudes, feelings and behaviors. An 
indepth, dynamic, long-term group. Haight & Di¬ 
visadero. Wednesdays at 7:30pm. 

Limited to 8 members 

DC 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 

LIC# MFT12549 

(415) 431 -3220 Individual & Couples Work 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com Serving the Bay Area Since 1973 


i O VERBATIM©? 

| Experienced, Compassionate, 
effective therapy. 

ELLEN DEKKER, MFT 
(415) 979-6830 


0= 


Noam Salpeter, mft. ccht 

UC-# MFC34663 

Habit control * weksht loss 


Counseling and Clinical hypnosis 

San Francisco & East Bay 
(415)339-8311 
vww.C4fKJL.-&aocm 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 

fGa ylesta 

r Of Q nOTVfXOTTT OOtpCXClnOn 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

886.869.4993 

CAUL TOIL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA’S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participate ng 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 



Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY18892) 

(415) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 


MARCIA IRIS BAUM, LCSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

? Individual & Couples 


NOE VALLEY, S.E 
23 years Experience 
H Ca. License LCS 9325 






STATEMENT FILE A-0284602-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: TrainerMartin, 160 Caselli Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Martin 
Spector. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
4/15/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
4/15/05. 

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The name of the ap¬ 
plicants is/are California Culinary Academy, 
Inc. The applicants listed above are applying 
to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Con¬ 
trol at 71 Stevenson Street, Suite #1500 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94105, to sell alcoholic bever¬ 
ages at: 350 Rhode Island St. San Francisco, 
Ca. 94103. Type of License applied for: 

47 - ON-SALE GENERAL EATING 
PLACE 

MAY 5,12,19, 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285178-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lassen Tours, 391 Sutter St. Ste. 504, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94108. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Judy 
Swen. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 5/6/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 5/6/05. 
MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285004-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Art & Soul Gallery, 1844 Divisadero St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94115. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Chesney 
Rheaume. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 4/28/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 5/2/05. 
MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285102-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Seal Rock Realty, 1775 35th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94122. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Nick 
Kaskanlian. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
5/3/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 5/4/05. 
MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285198-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: iStudio,89 France Ave. San Francisco, 

Ca. 94112. This business is conducted by 
an individual, signed Long Wu. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 1/1/05. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca on 5/9/05. 

MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 



HEALTH 


DIAKADI 


DO YOU LIKE A 
CHALLENGE? 

CHALLENGE* 

YOURSELF TO GET 
FIT AT 

DIAKADIBODY. 



• Experienced, Certified 
Personal Trainers 

• State-of-the Art Equipment 

• Spacious and Inspiring 
Workout Areas 

• All Encompassing: Yoga, 
Pilates, Massage, Chiro,, * 
Nutritional Consultations, 
Personal Chef Service 

www.diakadibody.com 

290 Division Street 
(10th St & Brannan St) 
415.863-4922 


ESCAPE • UNWIND • 

UNLEASH YOUR INNER ATHLETE 


Eye Exams - Contacts 

■ H 

Fashion Frames 


in Pleasant Hill 

M m 

925.687.7638 

n 

Dr. Thomas Ophardt, O.D. 

lb M 

VSP, Spectera, EyeMed, Others 

mm 


www.shaveorgasmic.com 

___E39 

MEDICAL _1 

HIV RESEARCH STUDIES 
UP TO $3,000 
COMPENSATION FREE 
DOCTORS VISITS 
POSSIBLE THERAPEUTIC 
BENEFITS SEE IF YOU 
QUALIFY WITH MR TRIALS 




rmrnmm c lassifi eds order form 

indicate 

X e e S ; yle X-BOLD Stops Here' 

1 nrani iwr 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 . II 1 1 1 

r BOLD Stops Here 1 

Mill 

V CAPS Stop Here Y 

1 II 1 

' Regular Stops Here ▼ 

1111111 

-j 

1 DEADLINE 

KirtniLi mamhav 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mill 

1 1 1 1 

II II 1 

rlUUPl UR lYlUrlUMT. 

. Payment must accompany ad. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Ill'll 

1 1 1 1 

Mill' 

■ No ads taken over the -—-------——-—— 

1 telephone. If you have a 

II II 1 

IIM 

II 1 II 

| question, call 415.861.5019. --- 

| Display advertising rates 

1 II 1 1 

II II 


, available upon request. 

RATES 

Ill'll 

L J.. J l 

Mill 

1 line R°rj„tnr A nn 1 1 II II I II 1 

1 II II 

Mil 

II II 1 

All subsequent lines 4.00 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 II 1 1 

1 III 

1 1 II 1 

| BOLD double price lllll 1 1 1 II II 1 1 

1 II 1 1 

II I I 

1 1 111 

, X-BOLD triple price 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1.,-L.L.J... 1 

Mil 

1 II II 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 




Amount Enclosed 






































































































































































HIV VACCINE RESEARCH. HOPE FOR THE FUTURE. 


"I'm fighting 

to stop a killer." 

HIV is a killer. I'm a witness. I have 
buried babies. I have buried old 
people and young people. People * 
like me, people like you. HIV is 
serious, so my life's work is helping 
others learn about it and prevent it. 






Join me on Wednesday, May 18th for HIV Vaccine Awareness Day. Wear your red AIDS ribbon 
upside down to form a "V" — as a sign you share my vision for an HIV preventive vaccine. Show your 
support for HIV vaccine research and ail the people working to make progress to stop this killer, HIV. 


Learn more about HIV vaccines and help educate others. Visit www.aidsinfo.nih.gov or call 1-800-448-0440. 


UHU VACCINE RESEARCH 

I Itf W Our best minds. Our best science. Our best hope. 









Deep in the heart of the country 

Battle for sex ed in Texas, more from the 
2005 edition ofSF’s Documentary Fest. 

page 34 

Queer and incoming 

‘Flush Up, ‘Watch Me 
Shine / theatre to come. 

page 31 

■8r 

‘Monster’ mash 

Actress Jane Fonda returns 
to screen, chews scenery. 

page 37 





Real! 


V 

Unlikely lesbian lovers at the Roxie Cinema by David Lambie 


Robin Greenspan (left) and 
Lacie Harmon in Girl Play 


I n the new film Girl Play, two women cast as un¬ 
likely lovers in a theatre comedy about the perils of 
lesbian bed-death find that their real lives can’t 
compete with their on-stage chemistry. Based on 
the true-life romance, marriage and professional 
union of the lead performers ancLco-writers, Robin 
Greenspan and Lacie Harmon, Girl Play is funny, sad and 
wise about escaping the ties that bind before they choke. 
The girls escape, too, from a town ho use love-nest that is 


a tad overstocked, as Robin explains: “a cocker spaniel, 
circle of friends, favorite restaurants within a five-mile 
radius, mutual funds (not too aggressive), a guest room 
for when we’re not speaking, a CD collection, vacation 
videos, engagement rings — our whole future complete¬ 
ly mapped out.” 

At first, Girl Plays theatre roots show, and we fear 
we’re in for a metronome of matching monologues, 
clever but stagebound. First, there’s Robin’s all-too-fa- 


miiiar Jewish family — m a casting coup, Mink Stole 
gives us castrating-Jewish-mother lite. Imagine if the;.' 
had had the budget for Anne Bancroft! Robin’s girl-teen 
crushes segue to Lacies Aryan clan of hard-drinking 
blondes, leading, she admits, to a romantic career en¬ 
compassing two long-term relationships: the first, with 
an older man, is left to our imaginations; %nd the second, 
to a supposedly ideal female, is staged in its dying mo- 

page 38 



Sisters are doing 
it for themselves 

The L Word stars at Lyon Martin 
Women’s Health Services fundraiser 


by Kris Scott Marti 


L ast Friday night’s Party for a Cause at The 
Sound Factory provided an opportunity 
for over 1,500 members of the Bay Area 
lesbian community to dress up and rub shoulders 
with the stars of Showtime’s The L Word. Cre¬ 
ator/Executive Producer Ilene Chaiken and cast 
members Sarah Shahi (Carmen) and Laurel Hol¬ 
loman (Tina) came out to support the Lyon Mar¬ 
tin Women’s Health Services fundraiser auction 
and 25th anniversary celebration. Assisting mem¬ 
bers of TV’s hottest lesbian drama with the auc¬ 
tion as local celebrity emcees were author Jewelle 
Gomez and San Francisco District Attorney Ka- 
mala Harris, adding to a group effort from most 
of San Francisco’s well-known lesbian club pro¬ 
moters and DJs. 

In the VIP Lounge, Shahi, Holloman, and 
Chaiken posed for photos with fans while DJs 
spun house tunes for the gorgeous and well- 


heeled crowd of 300 thrilled women. In the Green 
Room, Chaiken told me that she heard about 
Lyon Martin Women’s Health Services through a 
friend of her mother, who got in touch with 
Showtime. She said the network supports Lyon 
Martin as they’ve consistently supported lesbian 
organizations. “And it’s fabulous!” 

Shahi, who learned about Lyon Martin 
through the film No Secret Anymore, about Del 
Martin and Phyllis Lyon’s life, discussed enjoying 
her premiere season on The L Word for the 
human-rights aspects of the show. Shahi said, “I 
hope people think it’s worth watching.” 

The evening highlights included the lovely 
Shahi, wearing a form-fitting, black satin dress 
and blue sweatshirt, opening the auction by an¬ 
nouncing, “I get to kiss on Shane [played by 
Katherine Moenig], and this is one of her shirts, 
so you get a two-for-one!” 

She then proceeded to peel off the shirt to ri¬ 
otous applause and a winning bid of $1,300, paid 
page 38 ► 
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Reynolds wrap and paparazzi pap 


Coming this summer: Debbie does the Castro! 



Debbie Reynolds in her heyday. 




by Roberto Friedman 


Spt eaders who haven’t seen the 
patented Marc Huestis 
name in bold for a while will 
be happy to know he’s getting to¬ 
gether a really big show for the 
summer. Drum roll please, be¬ 
cause Out There hereby 
presents the print-ver¬ 
sion scoop that The 
Unsinkable Debbie 
Reynolds will take the 
stage of the Castro 
Theatre on Friday, July 
22. OMG, Debbie 
Reynolds in person! 

The dishiest mouth 
in Hollywood, self- 
described as full of 
“vim ’n’ vinegar, 
punch ’n’ pizzazz,” will be inter¬ 
viewed by none other than Posei¬ 
don queen and Marc’s good girl¬ 
friend Carol Lynley. Those 
youngsters who might only know 
Miss Reynolds as Carrie Fisher’s 
mom will just have to Google her 
to see that she is one of Holly¬ 
wood’s biggest living legends. 
From her star turn in Singing in 
the Rain to her appearances as 
Grace’s mother Bobbi Adler on 
Will & Grace, to real-life dramas 
with Eddie & Liz, Debbie did it all 
— and will tell it all to the assem¬ 
bled throngs. But wait, there’s 



more! Bubbly Connie Cham¬ 
pagne is putting the Judy wig in 
a box (temporarily, we do so 
hope) to do Debbie on stage (well, 
not literally) by singing “I Ain’t 
Down Yet.” Amen, baby. 

Plus, there will be a screening 
of a pristine new print of The Un¬ 
sinkable Molly Brown fea¬ 
turing Reynolds’ Oscar- 
nominated perfor¬ 
mance. Expect plenty 
o’ special surprises to 
mark Huestis’ 10th- 
year celeb- ration of ex¬ 
travaganzas at ye olde 
Castro Theatre. Partial 
proceeds benefit Project 
Open Hand. Lucky 
OT readers can call 
(415) 863-0611 for 
tix — tell ’em 
Bobby sent you, and get a $5 dis¬ 
count. 

Plummy nights 

Time to catch up with Out 
There’s busy appointment book. 
Last Tuesday night found us at the 
Post St. Theatre for opening night 
of Bebe Neuwirth in Here Lies 
Jenny, but we may as well have 
been in a Weimar Era speakeasy, 
savoring those plangent Kurt 
Weill minor chords. Here’s a 
shout-out to Post St. bartend 
David Fielder, who always has his 
hands full on press nights. 

Next p.m., we were blown away 
by actor Jefferson Mays playing 
multitudes in I Am My Own Wife 
at the Curran Theatre. During in¬ 
termission, photographer Rick 
Gerharter shared reminiscences 
of meeting and snapping Wife 
subject Charlotte von Mahls- 
dorf in 1991 Berlin. Also in the 
audience: porn legend Peter 
Berlin, to whom OT was gra¬ 
ciously introduced by Lawrence 
Helman, co-producer of Jim 
Tushinski’s That Man: Peter 
Berlin doc currently making the 
film-fest circuit. 

Closing-night festivities for the 
48th San Francisco International 
Film Fest at the Castro Theatre 
began with SFIFF exec. dir. Rox¬ 
anne Messina Captor’s ritual 
reading of the winners’ names for 




Starts 
.May 1 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER 


Starts This Week 


HOWARD CMBTSEITS * * 

WHOOP-^, 
PEZ-POW 

£ 


i 

Directed by 
Ed Decker 


13,2005 


On Sale Now 


fPlNCER DAY 

ANDYtK 

CRIMSON CLUB ■« 

Someday, 

Love 

A UNIQUE NEW CABARET 

MKCTf&BY 

ftlCIfAftWCMJMeiY'KOtDfWYW 
am In Concert World Primiiri 


nont mu* 


ICKET 

TO THE 

ormf 


JlltlDAY I 

Juris 5, 2005 


A (ELEBRATIOfl Of THE 

AmERian Theatre UJmci 
AnTomETTE Perry Award* 


Pride Season Eleven, "Ties That Bind" and In Concert Summer Series 

early bird special: get 20% off the regular subscription price between now and 
June 4 only! Visit our website for more information or call the Box Office today. 


PtwC)iwiifM*ue liiims * 


❖ 


25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco * (415) 861-8972 
visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 



Charlotte von Mahlsdorf, inspiration for / Am My Own Wife, in Berlin '91 


the major competitions. Both the 
Skyy Prize for first narrative fea¬ 
ture and the VirginMega Audience 
Award for best narrative feature 
went to Me and You and Everyone 
We Know, directed by Miranda 
July. The audience award for best 
documentary feature went to Pur¬ 
suit of Equality, starring San Fran¬ 
cisco as The City That Knows 
How to issue same-sex marriage 
licenses. Directors Geoff Gallan 
and Mike Shaw thanked their 
film’s early sponsors, including the 
Bob ROSS Foundation. 

The big closing-night film was 
the premiere of 

playwright/screenwriter Craig 
Lucas’ directing debut, The Dying 
Gaul, starring indie-royalty actors 
Campbell Scott, Patricia Clark¬ 
son and yummy Peter Sars- 
gaard. OT admits to a huge lech- 
on for Sarsgaard, ever since we 
saw him beautifully play editor- 
as-hero in Shattered Glass. Pre- 
Glass, we’d say you have to go back 
to ancient times, Redford and 
Hoffman in All the Prez’s Men, to 
find better screentime of media- 
as-hero. 

Recently, pulchritudinous 
Peter added erotic interest to Kin¬ 
sey by seducing gentle sexologist 
Liam Neeson into some healthy 
man-on-man action. In that film, 
we also got a fleeting glimpse of 
the Sarsgaard bod, beefy in all the 
best places. 

Alas, we had no Peter sighting 
at SFIFF. Clarkson took the stage 
with Gaul producers, modestly 
protesting that she was just “a 
dumb actress.” P-shaw, Patty! In 
the film, Clarkson portrays a bi 
Hollywood mogul’s psycho wife 
who pretends to be the virtual in¬ 
carnation of gay screenwriter 
Robert (PS)’s dear departed lover, 
come back to life in an Internet 
chatroom. Truly sicko. In one 
scene, “doggy btm” Peter’s sniffing 
poppers whilst jacking off in the 
ghoulish blue glow of his ’puter 
screen. Did we really need to see 


that? No, possums, no. 

Wrap party was at straight 
nightclub Suede. Did it feel 
strange to be partying hearty with 
heteros after watching a movie 
about a gay man selling out to 
Ho’wood by changing his screen¬ 
play from gay to straight? Yes, 
green gay grasshopper, it did. 

Pull up to the bumper 

Need to gay up that fossil-fu¬ 
eled vehicle you use to pollute 
around town? Choose a slogan 
from I Cant Even Drive Straight!, 
a collection of “gay pride bumper- 
sticker postcards” from Chronicle 
Books, coming out for gay mer¬ 
chandising month. The brightly- 
colored stickers proclaim legends 
like, “If God Didn’t Make Homo¬ 
sexuals, There Wouldn’t Be Any” 
and “Honk If You’re a Homo!” 
There’s even the inevitable 
Stephen Sondheim riff, a 
bumper sticker which tells the 
world, “I Feel Pretty, and Witty, 
and Gay!” That’s all very nice, 
dear. 

We have pretty, witty feelings 
about the pupils-big-as-dinner- 
plates mug-shot of humpy movie 
actor Chris Klein newly featured 
on The Smoking Gun in light of 
his recent DUI arrest and charges 
page 44 ► 



Chris Klein, celebrity product 
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The long, hot, gay summer 

Queehsh and coming to Bay Area stages in the ' off 7 season 


by Richard Dodds 


ummer has long been a time 
when most theaters slum¬ 
bered, and Shakespeare be¬ 
came the main event. But this 
summer will see an unusual num¬ 
ber of special attractions in the¬ 
atrical competition with the Bard, 
and at least half have a 
decidedly queerish bent. 

Ambitiously queer¬ 
ish is the term for Hush 
Up, Sweet Charlotte, 
which is planning on a 
three-month run at the 
Lorraine Hansberry 
Theatre beginning 
June 1. But starring 
Matthew Martin, 
the Bay Area’s pre¬ 
miere drag per¬ 
former, and Varla Jean Merman, 
one of the most celebrated drag 
performers in all the land, this 
parody of Hush... Hush, Sweet 
Charlotte may have legs. 



Matthew Martin in Hush Up.... 


The 1964 southern-gothic 
thriller starred Bette Davis and 
Olivia DeHavilland in roles that 
Martin and Merman, respectively, 
will play. Martin, famous around 
these parts for his Bette Davis 
channeling, first starred in Hush 
Up in 1994. He is also the director 
this time around. More info at 
474-8800 or makeitsoproduc- 
tions.org. 

Can anyone top Cate 
Blanchett’s Oscar-winning turn as 
*Kate Hepburn in The Aviator? 
Well, we haven’t yet seen Kate 
Mulgrew’s performance as Hep¬ 
burn, but she did get there first. 
The star of Star Trek: Voyager first 



Kate Mulgrew in Tea at Five. 


performed Matthew Lombardo’s 
one-woman play Tea at Five in 
2003, and is returning to the role, 
in which Hepburn reminisces 
about life and career, for a 19-per¬ 
formance run beginning June 2 at 
the Marines Memorial Theatre. 
Call 771-6900 or go to ticketmas- 
ter.com. 

Don’t have much time to spare 
during June’s Pride fes¬ 
tivities? Watch Me Shine 
promises a musical his¬ 
tory of the gay and les¬ 
bian experience in 
about an hour. A three- 
week run begins June 1 
at Michael’s Octavia 
Lounge. 

Watch Me Shine 
is the creation of 
BAR contributor 
Adam Sandel 
(book and lyrics) and Richard 
Link (music). The 22-song revue 
starts its journey in the closeted 
1920s and includes stops in the 
liberated ’70s and the AIDS-rav¬ 
aged ’80s before arriving in the 
present day. Tickets at (800) 595- 
4849 or watchmeshinethemusi- 
cal.com. 

The Peninsula’s Theatre Works 
latest excursion in moving a show 
to San Francisco is the millinery 
musical Crowns, checking into 
Marines Memorial on July 12 for a 
six-week engagement after its 
holdover run in Mountain View. 

Adapted by Regina Taylor from 
the book Crowns: Portraits of 
Black Women in Church Hats, the 
musical tells the story of a street- 
smart girl from Brooklyn sent to 
live with her grandmother in 
South Carolina. Call 771-6900 or 
go to ticketmaster.com. 

Former SF comic Dan Rothen- 
berg is returning with Regretrosex- 
ual, his personal story of coming 
out and going in — that is, decid¬ 
ing that he wasn’t really gay after 
building a standup career around 
his orientation. Now living in LA, 
the solo play focuses on how the 
bi-leaning-toward-straight 
Rcrthenberg broke the news to his 
fiancee about his tres gay years in 
the Bay Area. 

Rothenberg first performed a 
short workshop run of Regretro- 
sexual at the Phoenix Theatre in 
February, and that’s the venue for 
the July 21-Aug. 27 run. Call 820- 
1457 or go to regretrosexual.com. 

San Jose Rep has something 
queer and something eccentric for 
its warm-weather specials. First 
there is Kate Clinton, the grand- 
dame of lesbian comics, perform¬ 
ing a stand-up concert on May 16. 
And then the postmodern clown 
known as Avner the Eccentric ar¬ 
rives on June 11 for a five-week 
run of Exceptions to Gravity. Call 
(408) 367-7255 or go to san- 
joserep.org. 

“Not for the faint of heart,” 
warned the San Diego Union-Tri¬ 
bune’s theater critic when writing 
about Mapplethorpe: The Open¬ 
ing. The New Conservatory The¬ 
atre Center has recently added this 
solo work to its schedule, begin¬ 
ning a two-week run on Aug. 21. 

Writer-performer Brian Quirk 
offers a refracted portrait of con¬ 
troversial artist Robert Map¬ 
plethorpe through the eyes of the 
various guests at his first sex pho¬ 
tography exhibit in New York in 
1977. Among those whom Quirk 
impersonates are Andy Warhol, 
Diana Vreeland, Patti Smith, his 
high school girlfriend, and a host 
of male lovers. 

“The writing is as graphic 
about Mapplethorpe’s sexual 




Gay and lesbian musical history will be explored in Watch Me Shine. 


predilections,” wrote the San 
Diego critic, “as are the images in 
his notorious explorations of 
sadomasochism.” Call 861-8972 
or go to nctcsf.org. 

Now back to ... 

... our regularly scheduled 


programming. Both Theatre 
Rhino and New Conservatory 
have splashy, goofy musicals 
opening soon as part of their wan¬ 
ing ’04-’05 seasons. 

New Conservatory follows up 
last year’s success with When Pigs 
Fly with another Howard Crab¬ 


tree creation. Whoop-De-Doo!, 
opening May 21, uses outlandish 
costumes and props to help sell 
the collection of skits and songs as 
the character Howard tries to put 
on another show on a shoestring 
budget with balky actors and on¬ 
going calamities. Call 861-8972 or 
go to nctcsf.org. 

At Theatre Rhino, Artistic Di¬ 
rector John Fisher revives his tri¬ 
umphant variation on Greek 
tragedy. Medea: The Musical, 
opening a four-week run on May 
26, was first performed as a college 
production at Berkeley before 
transferring to a successful down- 
town-SF run in 1996. The award¬ 
winning show follows the tribula¬ 
tions of a manic director as he 
tries to stage a pro-gay, feminist 
pop musical based on the Greek 
tragedy. Call 861-5079 or go to 
therhino.org. T 


Richard Dodds can be reached 
at BARstage@aol.com. 



The Must-See Play 
of the Year! 


"THEATRICAL GLORY. 

A Stunning Performance! 


Robert Hurwitt, San Francisco Chronicfe 


anew play by DOUC WRICHT 
starring JEFFERSON MAYS 
directed by MOISTS KAUFMAN 


WINNER! 2004 TONY AWARD 
BEST PLAY 
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bestof b roadway-sf.com 

dd^rnsster 415-512-7770 | Premium Packages: 800-622-1021 f Groups: 415-551-2020 
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Vintage tranny 

'/ Am My Own Wife' is sold as is 


by Richard Dodds 


hen someone is called a 
survivor, it’s usually 
meant as a compliment. 
But survivors don’t live in a pris¬ 
tine bubble, and since we all know 
that every action causes an equal 
reaction, the actions needed to en¬ 
sure survival may cause suffering 
in another. Who, then, is the hero? 

Playwright Doug Wright 
(Quills ) thought he had found a 
gay hero in Lothar Berfelde, an ec¬ 
centric transvestite who managed 
to survive both the Nazis and the 
Communists before Germany was 
reunited. But as Wright shows in 
the uncommonly compelling I 
Am My Own Wife, hero worship 
has a much shorter shelf-life than 
celebrations of human complexi¬ 
ty 

The theatrical heroics of actor 
Jefferson Mays show no sign of 
yellowing. Dressed in a simple 
black dress, orthopedic shoes, and 
a headscarf, Mays portrays not 
only Berfelde’s alter ego Charlotte 
von Mahlsdorf, but a large cast of 
other characters that include East 
German thugs, twangy Texans, 
redneck GIs, and a glib talk-show 
host. Mays does so with the abili¬ 
ty of a skilled vocal chameleon, 
and with canny shifts of body lan¬ 
guage that negate the need for any 
costume changes. Ironically, Char¬ 
lotte is the most demure of the lot. 

One of those characters is the 
playwright himself, played by 


Dive diva 


'Here Lies Jenn/ on Post 


by Richard Dodds 


hen the bartender finally 
' \ sings in Here Lies Jenny, it’s 
like a revelation. Not that 
Broadway veteran Martin Vid- 
novic’s voice is so out-of-this-world; 
he has a solid and appealing sound. 
But coming after Bebe Neuwirth 
has warbled her way through sever¬ 
al Kurt Weill compositions, it’s a 
stunning voice by comparison. 

With her pinched vibrato, 
Neuwirth’s vocals can hardly be 
called a thing of beautiful expres¬ 
sion. She may be in heartfelt touch 
with the emotional core of the selec¬ 
tions, but with only a few exceptions, 
that passion is hard to appreciate on 
the other side of the footlights. 

Then there’s the Lilith conun¬ 
drum. Most likely, Neuwirth 
wouldn’t have the marquee power 
to justify the booking of Here Lies 
Jenny at the Post Street Theatre 
following a New York run had she 
not become a national celebrity 
thanks to her role on Cheers. But 
it’s impossible not to still hear the 
comically humorless Lilith when¬ 
ever Neuwirth opens her mouth, 
and it’s not an association you 
want with this repertoire. 

Here Lies Jenny was specifically 
created for Neuwirth by director 
Roger Rees, using Weill songs 
written with a variety of lyricists 
to impressionistically tell the story 
of a broken woman who stumbles 
into a last-chance saloon. 
Neuwirth is at her best when the 


Mays as something of a nervous 
nelly who dramatizes his journey 
of discovery, frustration, and con¬ 
fusion as he tries to reveal the in¬ 
creasingly elusive Charlotte. Most 
of the text is based on Wright’s 
numerous interviews with Char¬ 
lotte at the self-curated museum 
she ran out of her home, but every 
time he seems to grab onto a dicey 
truth, it starts to slip away. 

The entire back wall of the the¬ 
ater is filled with vintage furniture, 
bric-a-brac, and most prominent¬ 
ly, a dozen or more antique gramo¬ 
phones with their distinctively 
flared horns. Charlotte sees her 
museum as a protectorate of ne¬ 
glected treasures, and she charms 
us with her devotion to even the 


nicks and scratches on a piece of 
period furniture. But this “granny 
tranny,” as Wright calls her, was 
also an informer for the East Ger¬ 
man secret police, may have killed 
his abusive father, and ran an in¬ 
formal sex club in her museum. 
She also liked to be spanked, but 
not if it meant missing the chance 
to buy an antique clock. To be late 
for an appointment with a clock- 
maker is the height of rudeness, 
Charlotte tells us. 

In Charlotte von Mahlsdorf, 
Wright and director Moises Kauf¬ 
man (The Laramie Project) found 
a complex and fascinating charac¬ 
ter, and they present the good, the 
bad, and the ugly of that charac¬ 
ter without moralistic certitude. 


Jefferson Mays as Lothar Berfelde/Charlotte von Mahlsdorf. 


It’s left to the audience to decide if 
this is a survivor to be celebrated 
as well as so entertainingly chron¬ 
icled. T 


I Am My Own Wife runs at Curran 
Theatre through May 29. Tix 
are $40-$72. Call 512-7770 or 
go to bestofbroadway-sf.com. 


Bebe Neuwirth in NYC production. 


songs are at their most playful 
and/or up-tempo, as with her ef¬ 
fective .delivery of Ira Gershwin’s 
lyrics for “The Saga of Jenny.” 

There is also pleasant distrac¬ 
tion in the intermittent dance 
movements provided by Ann 
Reinking and performed by 
Neuwirth with Angelo Fraboni 
and Dennis Stowe as two tough 
denizens of the bar. Diane Hidy 
does good musical work as the 
bar’s pianist, even if she is incon¬ 
gruously prim for this watering 
hole from hell. T 


Here Lies Jenny will run at the 
Post Street Theatre through 
May 25. Tickets are $35-$55. 
Call 771-6900 or go to 
ticketmaster.com. 


Pair of lost souls 


ACT's full'Moon for the Misbegotten' 


Robin Weigart, Marco Barricelli. 


by Richard Dodds 


e must forgive actress 
, Robin Weigert for not 
being an “overgrown 
lump of a woman” and the “big 
ugly hulk,” as her character in A 
Moon for the Misbegotten de¬ 
scribes herself. Weigert, in fact, is a 
trim woman of unexceptional 
proportions who, despite the ob¬ 


vious efforts to keep her posi¬ 
tioned on raised platforms, is 
clearly not the awkward Amazon 
that Eugene O’Neill described in 
his play. 

But she is forgiven because she 
delivers such a rich, warm, and 
heartfelt performance as Josie 
Hogan, a tough-talking earth 
mother, in ACT’s production at 
the Geary Theater. Previously seen 
locally in ACT’s Goodnight Chil¬ 


dren Everywhere, she has more re¬ 
cently gained a national following 
as proto-lesbian Calamity Jane in 
the HBO series Deadwood. 

In A Moon for the Misbegotten, 
Weigert plays a character who 
proudly claims to have bedded 
many men, an easy virtue that 
turns out to be a defensive ruse. But 
she is willing to reinvent herself for 
the sake of one man whom she fan¬ 
tasizes she can save from self-de¬ 
struction by offering her bed. 

That man is James Tyrone Jr., 

next page ► 


Joseph Jennings, 
Director 


Tuesday 
Hay 17,2005 
8:00 PH 

Sunday 
May 22,2005 
4:00 PH 


Featuring works of Brahms, 

Charpentier, Tavener, 
and more. 

Tickets available at Admission: $20 

A Different Light Bookstore, (student discount 
on the Web at ggmc.org, available) 

or at the door. 


Mission Dolores Basilica 
3321 Dolores St. at 16th 
San Francisco 
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Blood lines 


by Jim Nawrocki 


Five Quarts: A Personal and Nat¬ 
ural History of Blood by Bill 
Hayes; Ballantine Books, $23.95 

hen English physician 

William Harvey penned 

De Motu Cordis in 1628, 
his book that described the circu¬ 
lation of the blood and thus revo¬ 
lutionized our understanding of 
the human body, he likened “the 
heart of creatures” to “the sun of 
their microcosm.” To the modern 
sensibility, such a blend of serious 
science and fanciful metaphor 
seems odd. But as Bill Hayes 
points out in his new book, Five 
Quarts: A Personal and Natural 
History of Blood, Harvey’s poetic 
flair actually helped his radical 
idea gain acceptance. 

Like Harvey, Hayes has written 
a book that is animated by an art¬ 
ful blend of science and metaphor. 
As both a history and a memoir, it 
is also similar to the work of neu¬ 
rologist-writer Oliver Sachs, 
whose popular books weave en¬ 
gaging descriptions of brain dis¬ 
orders and other medical topics 
with equally engaging riffs on his¬ 
tory and personal memoir. Hayes 
has produced a work that makes 
science grandly entertaining. Of 
course he is helped by the fact that 
his subject matter has inspired a 
rich tradition of mythology and 
symbolism, and this tradition 
serves him well in his writing. 

Beginning with the Greek 
physician Galen’s studies of blood 
and bloodletting, Hayes takes us 
on a fascinating tour of how we 
have come to know what weknow 
about blood. He does a particu¬ 
larly good job of bringing to life 
the people who directly or indi¬ 
rectly advanced our knowledge of 
blood. One example is his discus¬ 
sion of Antoni van Leeuwenhoeck, 
the 17th-century freelance scien¬ 
tist who perfected the microscope 
and thus helped scientists see the 
actual components of blood. In an 
effort to understand how a novice 
scientist like Leeuwenhoeck could 
accomplish what he did with such 


Five 

Quarts 



humble materials, Hayes visits a 
Berkeley-based researcher who 
has constructed replicas of the 
Dutchman’s quaint microscopes, 
offering first-hand descriptions of 
what it’s like to use the tiny in¬ 
struments. 

Cutting edge 

If the history of the medical es¬ 
tablishment’s understanding of 
blood is one current in this book, 
then personal history is another, 
and perhaps the stronger of the 
two. Hayes gives us a very inti¬ 
mate, honest look at how blood 
has shaped his life. In a scene rem¬ 
iniscent of Sylvia Plath’s famous 
poem “Cutting,” Hayes begins 
with a description of a cut finger, 
and the sight and taste of his own 
blood. From there (as he alter¬ 
nates between history and mem¬ 
oir) Hayes describes what is was 
like growing up as the only boy 
among five sisters, watching them 
endure the physical and psycho¬ 
logical pains of menstruation. 
Hayes’ portrayal of his sisters’ suf¬ 
fering is both highly sympathetic 
and clinically detached. He offers 
moving descriptions of how they 
got through their difficult transi¬ 
tion to womanhood, and throws 
out, with anthropological aplomb, 
quirky details about how other 
cultures have treated menstruat¬ 
ing women. 

Hayes’ description of his life 
with his sisters is also a testament 


Misbegotten 

A previous page 

the hard-drinking older brother 
first seen in O’Neill’s autobio¬ 
graphical Long Day's Journey into 
Night. But this is a far different 
play, more of a moon-drenched 
fantasy that provides the guilt-rid¬ 
den character with an absolution 
while O’Neill’s actual older broth¬ 
er lay dying in a sanitarium. Di¬ 
rector Laird Williamson provides 
a steady tone for this lyrical and, 
at times, rambling play. 

As Weigert does not suggest an 
overgrown lump, the sturdy 
Marco Barricelli is not a poster 
child for alcoholic dissipation. But 
he movingly plays Jim Tyrone, a 
role he also played in ACT’s Long 
Day’s Journey, especially when the 
character is at his most vulnerable. 
In these scenes, Weigert and Bar¬ 
ricelli create an alchemy of aching 


sadness. 

Jim Tyrone also happens to 
own the hardscrabble farm where 
Josie lives with her rascal of a fa¬ 
ther (played with an ornery 
warmth by Raye Birk). His can¬ 
tankerous ways have driven away 
his sons, and alienated a rich 
neighbor. David Arrow plays the 
snooty neighbor a bit too obvi¬ 
ously, and there is an artificial 
petulance to Andy Butterfield’s 
brief appearance as the last of 
Josie’s brothers to fly the coop. 

But this Moon belongs to 
Weigert and Barricelli, who may 
not look much like the characters 
they are playing, but who excel at 
inhabiting them. T 


A Moon for the Misbegotten 
will run at the Geary Theater 
through May 29. Tickets are 
$15-$68. Call 749-2228 or go to 
act-sf.org. 
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to his relationship with his family 
and his own difficult transition 
growing up gay and coming out to 
his family. Though Hayes does not 
dwell at length on his coming out 
process, he does devote consider¬ 
able reflection to one very signifi¬ 
cant aspect of blood in his own 
life as a gay man, the HIV-positive 
blood of his partner Steve. With 
economy and grace, Hayes offers 
a brief history of HIV and exam¬ 
ines the state of current HIV re¬ 
search from the perspective of the 
experience he shares with Steve. 
He also interviews prominent 
AIDS researchers such as Jay Levy, 
as well as phlebotomists and other 
health-care workers. 

As a longtime Castro resident, 
Hayes is able to provide valuable 
perspective on how AIDS changed 
the Castro and SF as a whole. 
There’s one particularly poignant 
scene in which he and Steve visit 
the old Hayes St. Muscle System 
gym soon after it shuts down for 
good. Remembering a friend and 
gym regular who died of HIV 
complications, Hayes writes, 
“Now his ghost is here, behind 
these mirrors, together with all of 
the city’s most beautiful dead. 
They watch us as we stare at our¬ 
selves, all lined up, clutching the 
weights.” Though Hayes speaks 
with the bittersweet voice of a vet¬ 
eran who has seen many friends 
die, his tone is ultimately hopeful. 
In writing about the complexities 
of scientific research, the breadth 
of history, and his own highly per¬ 
sonal experience of blood, Hayes 
takes on a difficult task in Five 
Quarts, and he does it very well. ▼ 




The hideaway you 9 re looking for 

Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St. at Castro 
285-5598 call for hours 


“...a master maker 

and one of the glories of 
American Dance” 



San Francisco Chronicle 


bill t. jones/ 
arnie zane 

dance company 

THURSDAY - SATURDAY, MAY 19-21, 8PM 
SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2PM 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Theatre * $35/$52 

PROGRAM 

CONTINUOUS REPLAY (this program contains nudity) 

THERE WERE... 

READING . MERCY AND THE ARTIFICIAL NIGGER 
MERCY 10 x 8 ON A CIRCLE 
LIVE MUSIC FOR ALL WORKS BY 
SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS: 

San Francisco’s own Rhodessa Jones, narrator 

Daniel Roumain, composer/piano 

Joan Jeanrenaud, cello 

Julie Steinberg, piano 

Kate Stenberg, violin 

David Abel, violin 

415. 392. 2545 

www.performances.org 
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stevenunderhill.com 



Tuesday, Hay 1? - 7:30 PM 

RichardMcCam discusseshisdebutnovei I w/JfjBf 
Mother of Sorrows, a powerful and haunting I ~ VF Jm 
story-told in a voice that is contemplative, Lgg A 

tentative, angry, elegant, revelatory and witty, 

Friday, Kay 2fl - mW^^m 
Kathryn Shevelow, specialist in 18th Century litetlP 
and culture, reads from her fantastic new biography 
VJj. | of the cross-dressing Charlotte Charte in Charlotte: 
f IBeing a Tree Account of an Actress’s flamboyant 
w/L WwMm ^ventures in Eighteenth-Century London’s ^ 
InyHI IH Wdd and Wicked Theatrical World.. ^ 


Books Inc 

The West’s Oldest Independent Bookseller tEEt/SEKKm 


V 


don't ifou think, you've waited long enough? 


Fridays 
The best Dj's 
spin the latest 
in Latin, Hip-Pop 
& House music. 


Free 

Before 10pm 
with Ad. 

21 + Over 
ID Required. 


’P<m not rafid for sp*etel 


Saturdays 
Cumhia, 
Banda 
Norteha 
& Pop. 

Midnight show 
with special guest! 


The AH NEW Bench and Bar 
2111 Franklin St, # 21st, Street, 
Oakland, Ca 94612 (510)444-2266 
www.bench-and-bar.com 


3 full-out world premieres 
in rotating rep 


APRIL 23 - JUNE 19, 2005 






What’s up, doc? 

Three choices from 2005 SF DocFest 


by David Lamble 


kindred spirit. But as the film, 
with its in-your-face camerawork 
and confessional tone, winds 
down, Shelby meets the “Ayatol¬ 
lah” of Lubbock, the local head of 
the Family Values Coalition, who 
asserts that the elected officials are 
his hand-picked puppets, and that 
sex education is DOA. 

Shelby learns she has a choice 
between two elite groups: the 
youth commission members, 
striving to get a leg up into adult 
politics; or the gay/straight al¬ 
liance members, with their ban¬ 
dannas, earrings and Matthew 
Shepard posters, who are trying to 
survive with dignity until they, 
like Shelby, get out of Lubbock. 
(Women s Bldg., 5/13,15) 

Ghetto Fabulous Oakland di¬ 
rector Brian Lilia’s camera is sit¬ 
ting in the front seat as Dave backs 
his mint-condition white-and-red 
Ford Falcon out of his driveway. 
Dave’s fabulous restoration job on 
wheels is the only thing “white” in 
this movie. As Dave puts it, “East 
Oakland, that’s where the ghetto 
is. We take old cars and make 
them like new cars. We can’t af¬ 
ford new cars!” 

Guys like Dave and Ant, Poppa 
and Wheezy, explain how the Fal¬ 
con, made to be a family buggy, 
took on ghetto-icon status about 
25 years ago. These men, who put 
all their free time and cash into 
retrofitting their 1968-70 era Fal¬ 
cons at home, are in some ways 
like the Cuban mechanics who 
keep 150,000 American jalopies in 
mint condition, as seen in the 
documentary Yank Tanks. 

For the men of East Oakland, 


he 5th San Francisco Docu¬ 
mentary Film Festival is an 
orgy of nonfiction treats, 
from May 12 to May 22, playing at 
both the Roxie Cinema and The 
Women’s Building. We picked 
three out of 21 programs to high¬ 
light. Complete list at www.sfind- 
ie.com. 

“The only thing to do in Lub¬ 
bock is to have sex.” 

In the opening scene of The 
Education of Shelby Knox, a 

teenage girl is standing with her 
friends in the parking lot of a Lub¬ 
bock shopping mall. The girls are 
chatting, the boys are a bit frisky, 
jumping around as if they would 
like to be rubbing up against 
someone. One boy playfully 
moons the camera. 

When Shelby Knox was 15, she 
stood in the sanctuary of her 
church and pledged to her parents 
that the first time she had sex it 
would be with the man to whom 
she was married. This film will 
take you inside the year that 
changed Shelby’s life. You’ll watch 
Shelby lying on her waterbed as 
her conservative parents console 
her about the latest setback in her 
one-girl campaign to bring sex ed¬ 
ucation to Lubbock; you’ll see 
Shelby cry when she loses the elec¬ 
tion of mayor of the Lubbock 
Youth Commission to one Corey 
Nichols, a smooth-talking young 
Republican with a Dairy Queen- 
style folksiness, who digs black 
suits and capitulation-style com¬ 
promises of the sort favored by 
George W. Bush, who grew up a 
young Republican only 111 miles 
down the road. By film’s end, 
Shelby will have declared herself a 
liberal Christian (in Lubbock, 
akin to labeling yourself a lunatic) 
and a future Democratic presi¬ 
dential candidate. She also de¬ 
clares that her best friends are the 
somewhat beleaguered members 
of Lubbock’s Gay/Straight Al¬ 
liance. 

Filmmakers Rose Rosenblatt 
and Marion Lipschutz allow us to 
feel that we might live in Lubbock 
— that we might, as Shelby does, 
deal with the charismatic pastor of 
the Church on the Rock, Ed 
Ainsworth, and his “sexual purity” 
lectures. Shelby and Ainsworth 
will duke it out over his convic¬ 
tion that “Christianity is the most 
intolerant religion in the world.” 
In perhaps the most chilling mo¬ 
ment of the film, Ainsworth tells 
Shelby, “When I hear you speak, I 
hear tolerance.” And he doesn’t 
mean that as a compliment. 

For a while, Shelby believes 
that the youth commission can be 
a vehicle for change — a wiseacre 
kid with a sly grin seems like a 


Shelby Knox with her parents, Danny and Paula Knox, in Lubbock, Texas. 


Stephen Tobolowsky’s 
Birthday Party Remember the 
pesky insurance salesman who 
dogs Bill Murray throughout 
Groundhog Day? But “Ned, Ned 
Ryerson” is only the tip of the ice¬ 
berg of Stephen Tobolowsky’s 
more than 85 movie characters. 
Filmmaker Robert Brinkmann ex¬ 
plains he’s trying to capture a 
great storyteller in action. 

Tobolowsky is seen cooking 
sausages in a beer-basting sauce as 
he recalls the time his host put 
LSD in the coffee, and he spent the 
night wrapped around the toilet 
with the lights out; the time he 
was paid to be attacked by vege¬ 
tarian piranhas in a Mel Gibson 
movie; and when he was held at 
gunpoint in a Dallas Piggly Wig¬ 
gly, and his only way out was to 
spew lines for talking to lunatics 
cribbed from a TV doctor show. 
Tobolowsky is a prime example of 
why the stars aren’t the coolest 
guys on screen. (Women’s Bldg., 
5/14,15) ▼ 


Poppa poses with his mint-condition Ford Falcon in Ghetto Fabulous. 


these cars become a statement of 
fashion, pride and a kind of re¬ 
membrance to friends slain in the 
drug wars. We see local artists 
making RIP T-shirts, each with 
the name of a dead brother. The 
talk is so real that your ears may 
have to speed up. On first listen, I 
thought a young man confiding 
how he made money to satisfy his 
car fix was talking about selling 
marijuana to “dykes.” Then I real¬ 
ized he actually meant he was 
playing “dice.” An awesome look 
at a world only a BART and bus- 
ride away. (WomensBldg., 5/15) 


Stephen Tobolowsky in action. 


CHRIS SMITH ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
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Bad boy makes good 

George Antheil out on compact disc 


by Stephanie von Buchau 

George Antheil: The Complete 
Works for String Quartet - Del 
Sol String Quartet (Other Minds 
Records) 

’ve long enjoyed the music of 

George Antheil, the self-pro- 

claimed “bad boy of American 
music,” but it never hurts to look 
things up. So, checking out the 
New Jersey-born composer in the 
New Grove Dictionary of American 
Music, I was not surprised to find 
that co-author of the bio was 
Charles Amirkhanian, who not 
only directs Other Minds, a local 
contemporary music organiza¬ 
tion, but also produced this enter¬ 
taining disc. 

In case Antheil (pronounced 
“Ann-tile”) has slipped under 
your radar, he was a smart, hand¬ 
some fella born in 1900 who 
played the piano — Aaron Cop¬ 
land, his compatriot in French 
music circles, thought Antheil had 
the best piano technique he’d ever 
encountered — and studied com¬ 
position from age 16, eventually 
winding up in New York as a pupil 
of Ernest Bloch. He was essential¬ 


ly “undertaught,” however, and 
many superficial criticisms of his 
music dwell on insufficiencies of 
compositional technique. 

Though Stravinsky was his 
model, particularly for the “prim¬ 
itive” aspects of the Russian com¬ 
poser’s style, there is nothing ei¬ 
ther naive or primitive about An- 
theil’s music, labels usually ap¬ 
plied by those who know only his 
most notorious piece, the massive 
percussion ensemble Ballet 
mecanique, premiered in Paris in 
1925. A more accurate characteri¬ 
zation might be that he was a 
weathervane. Hugely ambitious, 
he changed his colors to suit the 
prevailing winds, yet he was al¬ 
most always ahead of the storm. 
He was also something of a vi¬ 
sionary egotist, with delightful 
quotes such as, “My ear is only a 
photographic apparatus of the 
times.” 

Antheil composed six sym¬ 
phonies, a half-dozen ballets (in¬ 
cluding works for Martha Gra¬ 
ham and Balanchine), six operas, 
film scores (including The Pride 
and the Passion), vocal, piano and 
chamber works, of which this disc 
includes the complete music for 
string quartet. That is, the avail- 
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able music. Many in a list of An¬ 
theil scores are followed with the 
sad notation “lost.” When things 
didn’t go right, he tended to de¬ 
stroy work. His literal First String 
Quartet ( Ungariana ) disappeared 
in this manner when it proved a 
huge failure at a 1924 Paris con¬ 
cert. 

Yet common sense tells us that 
the 1925 Quartet no.l for Strings 
(a single movement of 15 minutes 
duration) must have some con¬ 
nection to the destroyed work. 

Best not to think about that, 
because if Ungariana was any¬ 
thing like Antheil’s 1922 Lithuan¬ 
ian Night (the first string-quartet 
item on this disc), we may have 
lost something really valuable. 
The two short movements of 
Lithuanian Night are sensational, 
sort of a cross between what you 
might hear in the salon of an 
ocean liner, and the vivacious, 
rhythmic dance style that is An- 
theil’s own. 

Antheil went to Europe in 
1922, where he immediately be¬ 
came part of the smart literary set 



in Paris. Joyce, Pound, Yeats, Satie, 
Picasso were all friends. Oddly 
enough, Antheil is one of the few 
American musicians of that peri¬ 
od who did not study with Nadia 
Boulanger, teacher of Copland, 
Piston, Diamond, Harris, Carter 
and Virgil Thomson. He produced 
plenty of music and was much 
discussed, but critics never really 
got him. The Second String Quar¬ 
tet (1927), dedicated to Sylvia 
Beach, is much less advanced than 
the First. It was written partially to 
appease Antheil’s longtime pa¬ 
troness, a starchy Philadelphia 
matron named Mary Louise Bok, 
to whom he dedicated the charm¬ 
ing, tuneful Six Little Pieces for 
String Quartet (1931; this is the 
world premiere recording). 

It’s awfully easy to denigrate 
these works and the following 
String Quartet no. 3 (1948) for 
their easy, tuneful quality, but that 


is such an unfair, academic way to 
judge music. I prefer the Third 
Quartet myself, for the use of 
catchy, singable tunes that are 
transformed into gold by Antheil’s 
musical virtues, terrific motor 
rhythms and interesting harmon¬ 
ic twists of the melodies. Of 
course, it is sad that this bright, 
adventurous composer (he died at 
59) just seemed to miss the Zeit¬ 
geist. When he was avant-garde, 
the establishment was conserva¬ 
tive. By the time he reached his 
late romantic phase, music was 
steering itself into the port of in¬ 
comprehensible modernism and 
took over a quarter-century to es¬ 
cape. The Third Quartet was not 
heard live until 1987. 

Now we have it and other re¬ 
lated pieces by this unfairly ne¬ 
glected composer on a single disc, 
fabulously played by the local Del 
Sol String Quartet, which has the 
perfect tone for Antheil — mellow 
but not sentimental — and the 
virtuosity to dash through his 
prestos, toccatas and allegros with 
breathtaking elan. ▼ 


Mad Max 


Sir Peter Maxwell Davies is a master 


by Tim Pfaff 


Madagascar runs wild in theatres on Friday, May 27th! 


P eter Maxwell Davies, long 
one of England’s most dis¬ 
tinguished composers and 
the white-hair among the coun¬ 
try’s openly gay ones (now, Sir 
Peter and the Master of the 
Queen’s Music), is being feted in 
Jolly 01’ with a series of 70th- 
birthday concerts and related 
pomp. How this shy recluse is 
handling all the attention — 
much of it negative; he’s been an 
indisputably great composer for 
so long that all kinds of people, his 
colleagues mostly, have had to try 
to retire him with specious judg¬ 
ments suggesting that he’s no 
longer in the groove (or his right 
mind) — one can only guess. 

What isn’t disputable is the 
flood of major music that keeps 
pouring out of him. Sure, he’s no 
longer the daring composer fa¬ 
mous for such theatrical classics as 
Eight Songs for a Mad King. Now 
he’s the still-daring composer of a 
recent spate of concertos, and cur¬ 
rently, through a commission 
from the enterprising bargain-CD 
company Naxos (that he himself 
initiated), of a set of no less than 
10 string quartets, a healthy out¬ 
put for an average composer’s life¬ 
time, but a late-life feat for the 
ever-industrious Max. His Sixth 
Naxos Quartet was recently per¬ 
formed in London by the set’s des¬ 
ignated performing ensemble, the 
Maggini Quartet: violinists Lau¬ 
rence Jackson and David Angel, 
violist Martin Outram, and cellist 
Michal Kaznowski. The two CDs 
released to date feature the First 
through Fourth Quartets, and a 
performing ensemble pushed to 
its very considerable limits. 

If the quartets did nothing 
more than show that the form 
(now associated almost exclusive¬ 
ly with music written for Kronos 
or the Arditti) remains vital in its 
more traditional forms, they 
would constitute a significant 
achievement. That they bother to 


PETER 

MAXWELL DAVIES 
Naxos Quartets Nos. 1 and 2 
Maggini Quartet 



be adventurous, austere, beautiful, 
troubled, troubling, and consis¬ 
tently, unapologetically moving 
should send Max’s detractors back 
to their holes — and people who 
care about chamber music rush¬ 
ing out to hear them. If, as a 
group, there’s one thing they don’t 
sound, it’s hasty. Each is highly 
distinct, yet all are intricately con¬ 
structed along the principles that 
have guided Davies’ music for 
decades: numerology, astrology; 
plainchant, medieval polyphony 
and other facets of early music; 
ideas prodigiously plucked from 
the works of other composers 
(but almost fastidiously aclmowl- 
edged, lest concerned listeners not 
hear the connections); and all 
manner of other theory from the 
dizzying range of disciplines in 
which the composer is widely 
read. Don’t read Max’s own notes 
before you listen to these discs; 
they’ll scare you off. 

Grand design 

Even with only the four now 
on disc, it’s also obvious that Max 
has a grand design for the set, each 
of its component quartets playing 
a role. So, if there’s initially a sense 
of some throat-clearing in the 
First, it’s not entirely inappropri¬ 
ate, given all of what is to come. 
But the strings-in-the-stratos- 
phere, musical hanging-garden ef¬ 
fect with which he brings the work 
to a close is both the ideal ending 
for this increasingly involving 
piece and the springboard for 
much of what is to come. 

The Second, which makes 


more use of the atmospheric, 
weathery effects associated with 
his home in the isolated Orkney 
Islands, feels less severe if no less 
rigorous. While there’s nothing 
“generic modern string quartet” 
about it, it has the whiff of Bartok, 
probably because it uses material 
from Scottish dances in much the 
same way Max’s Hungarian coun¬ 
terpart used Eastern European 
folk material. Its long first move¬ 
ment feels colossal in the good 
sense, so rich in material that it 
spills over into the rest of the 
work. 

Max explains that his elaborate 
plan for the Third Quartet, com¬ 
posed in March and April 2003, 
was changed by the onset of the 
Iraq War. Always a deeply political 
artist, his alarm at the world going 
to this particular war suffuses the 
entire work, from its eerie, out-of¬ 
step opening March through its 
almost sickeningly queasy third 
movement, Four Inventions and a 
Hymn. It ends on a Fugue of the 
starkest character. 

It’s not overt, take-to-the- 
streets political music in the man¬ 
ner of, say, Frederic Rzewski’s; 
what keeps it from being the peo¬ 
ple’s music is that it takes people 
with the skills of the Maggini to 
sound it out — and sometimes 
they exhibit fatigue over it all. 

The Fourth Quartet, a 25- 
minute, single-movement work 
called Children’s Games, was de¬ 
liberately intended to offset the 
alarums of the Third. Yet, for in¬ 
spiration, Davies turned to 
Breughel’s painting of children 
playing, and the results are, conse¬ 
quently, less than frivolous. The 
somber music is, however, some 
of the most beautiful among these 
quartets. Specific games are de¬ 
picted, Max maintains, but they’re 
played by the children of a Brave 
(or Teeth-Gritting) New World. 

These new quartets sound 
both large-scale yet fiercely con¬ 
centrated. They augur to remain 
high on the list ( l works the com¬ 
poser will be remembered for. T 
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Mommie Dearest 

Jane Fonda is a ' Monster-In-Law' 


by Robert Julian 


fectly. Lopez delivers an intelligent 
performance. And her gimlet¬ 
eyed demeanor makes Viola’s evil- 
doing more palatable than it 
would otherwise have been if di¬ 
rector Robert Luketic had hired a 
“nicer” actress to portray Charlie. 

A chance encounter on the 


beach brings Charlie together 
with her future husband, the 
handsome Dr. Kevin Fields 
(Michael Vartan), who is Viola’s 
son. Their romance progresses si¬ 
multaneously with the demise of 
Viola’s successful career. After a 
lifetime as a Barbara Walters-type 


jf% he’s ba-a-a-ck! Hanoi Han- 
- nah/Barbarella/Brie Daniels 
I — two-time Oscar winner 
Jane Fonda returns to the screen 
after a 15-year absence as the 
mother-in-law from hell. The 
good news is that Fonda delivers a 
rip-roaring, scenery-chewing per¬ 
formance that establishes she can 
still act the pants off any woman 
in Hollywood. Fonda’s turn as 
Viola may be the best comeback 
since Gloria Swanson inhabited 
Norma Desmond. And although 
Viola was written as the second 
lead in Anya Kochoff’s wonderful¬ 
ly funny screenplay, there is only 
one star in Monster-In-Law, and 
that is Jane Fonda. 

Top billing goes to Jennifer 
Lopez, who plays Charlie, a part- 
time waitress, dog-walker and of¬ 
fice temp. In short, Lopez is sup¬ 
posed to be the dewy-eyed in¬ 
genue. This ridiculous conceit is 
about as believable as Charlie’s ro¬ 
mantic Venice Beach apartment, 
her $500 haircut, and her flawless 
makeup and wardrobe. No 
woman who has witnessed a 
shoot-out with Puff Daddy and 
who is reportedly more difficult 
than Martha Stewart will ever be 
believable as an ingenue. Yet this 
casting gaffe actually serves the 
comedy of Monster-In-Law per- 


Sykes alive! 

Wanda Sykes on Wanda Sykes 


by Robert Julian 


television journalist, Viola is fired 
and replaced by a younger 
woman. Viola’s on-camera mental 
breakdown, while interviewing a 
Britney Spears lookalike, is a 
comic gem. With Viola locked up 
in the loony bin, Charlie and 
Kevin fall in love. Just after Viola’s 
release, Kevin proposes to Charlie 
in front of his mother. It is the first 
time the women have met, and 
Charlie, of course, accepts. Viola is 
not amused. 

Viola’s smart-mouthed per¬ 
sonal assistant Ruby (Wanda 
Sykes) tries to keep her employer 
in check — and away from the 
booze. But Ruby knows she is no 
match for Viola. Sykes adds a 
wonderfully sanguine touch to the 
proceedings, providing the sarcas¬ 
tic commentary once delivered on 
film by actresses like Thelma Rit¬ 
ter and Eve Arden. She pulls it all 
next page ► 
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Sykes as Viola's smart-mouthed personal assistant Ruby in Monster-In-Law 


anda Sykes is short, cute, 
and at the age of 41, at 
11 the top of her game. 
Sykes’ trademark deadpan humor 
sparks her supporting role in 
Monster-In-Law, a part destined to 
push her star higher in the Holly¬ 
wood firmament. Sharing a sofa 
with her at San Francisco’s Hotel 
Vitale, I let Wanda do it. 

Robert Julian: I have this theory 
that when you were growing up in 
Portsmouth, Virginia, you were 
the good girl who got good grades 
and did what her parents told her. 
Am I close? 

Wanda Sykes: I was a good girl. 
I got good grades, and I did what 
my parents told me. But I had a 
mouth on me, and it got me in 
trouble. I wasn’t disruptive or dis¬ 
obedient, I just said things that 
were inappropriate for a child. Or 
I would say things that embar¬ 
rassed my parents. 

I fell in love with you on The Chris 
Rock Show , right after George 
Bush stole the first election. 

The Map. 

The Map! You dissected the Bush 
victory complete with a map of 
America and a pointer. Girl, that 
was the funniest thing I've ever 
seen. I howled with laughter. Did 
you write that? -* 

I wrote that with two other writ¬ 
ers the night before we filmed it. 

Did it make a difference in your 
career, or was it just something 
you tossed off? 


The Chris Rock Show made a 
difference in my career, but the 
map piece went all around town. 

You have great chemistry with 
Larry David on Curb Your Enthu¬ 
siasm. Are you returning to the 
show? 

We just shot another episode 
for the new season. And, of 
course, I’m yelling at Larry again. 
It’s so much fun. The beauty of it 
is when I get there I have no idea 
what we’re doing or what the 
episode is about. They just call 
and say, “Do you want to do an 
episode on such-and-such date?” 
Then I just show up. 

In 2003, you co-hosted the 
Emmys. Bill Cosby was in the au¬ 
dience and taking himself very se¬ 


riously. You went down the aisle 
with the microphone and started 
talking to him, and it was pretty 
clear he thought you were about 
as funny as a quadruple by-pass. 
How did that feel? 

I don’t know if it was the day, 
or if God plugged my ears up, but 
I didn’t even absorb it. Cosby was 
sitting behind Larry David, and I 
couldn’t just walk by him without 
acknowledging him. I said some¬ 
thing about making material up, 
and he said something about Eng¬ 
lish, and I went on to Larry and 
didn’t even think about it. Then 
the next day, the segment ap¬ 
peared on The View, and people 
were talking. I didn’t even realize 
what had happened. 

next page ► 
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Girl Play 

M Arts cover 

merits, in a cozy bed-and-break- 
fast cottage complete with all the 
accouterments of G-spot bliss, ex¬ 
cept for an empty liquor cabinet. 

But even the cameo appearance 
of Dom DeLuise as the director, 
who’s worlds beyond camp, can’t 
spoil our pleasure. Greenspan and 
Harmon’s screen chemistry testi¬ 
fies to the miracle of their actual 
coupling a decade ago, on stage. 
The women are compatible to a 
degree that would be extremely 
annoying if they didn’t constantly 
remind us: They don’t know why 
a woman who can’t stand to be 
alone doesn’t infuriate a woman 
who thought she would only be 
happy when by herself. 

Girl Play speaks eloquently 
about why many of us will not be 
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cut out for same-sex marriage. 
There are couples whose collection 
of vacation photos vastly outnum¬ 
bers their collection of orgasms, to 
say nothing of mutual interests. 
Robin’s once-ideal marriage col¬ 
lapses in a blizzard of Post-It 
notes, while Lacie’s suddenly fails 
in the act of making out, when a 
little voice tells her it’s over. 

Robin and Lacie are two babes 
who favor letting their hair down, 
leaving their bras in the bureau 
dresser, and actually talking about 
the things that need to be talked 
about. A nice touch has a Jewish 
daughter’s coming out to a culi¬ 
nary-challenged mother at an all- 
you-can-eat Chinese buffet — 
complete with the irony of two 
women gorging on shellfish be¬ 
fore facing the future, and the 
sublime pleasure of learning why 
gay still beats lesbian when you 
wish to soften the blow. 

Director Lee Friedlander deftly 
opens the film up, shooting on an 
aesthetically appealing mix of film 
and high-definition video, with a 


Mink Stole reacts to news that her daughter Robin Greenspan is a lesbian. 


folk-rock music score that pro¬ 
vides a trace of that ’70s, retro- 
wistful nostalgia that the piece 
cries out for. It’s discreetly staged 
in the bed department. 


On the heels of Jenni Olson’s 
splendid The Joy of Life, Girl Play 
augers for a bright new season of 
big-screen lesbian films. Opens 
Friday. ▼ 


The L Word 

M Arts cover 

by a San Jose fan after a round of 
fierce bidding. The stripping con¬ 
tinued as women bid for the white 
button-down shirt from Shane’s 
Season 1 wardrobe, off Chaiken’s 
back. It went for $2,200. 

The high-rollers didn’t stop 
there. When a walk-on part was 
offered for bid, Karen Opp of San 
Francisco made a side bid of 
$15,000 to allow Del Martin and 


Phyllis Lyon an opportunity to 
have a walk-on part in the third 
season of The L Word. For that she 
got a huge three-way hug from 
Chaiken, Shahi, and Holloman, in 
front of a stunned and cheering 
crowd. Lyon excitedly responded 
to this generous offer with, “Won¬ 
derful! What the hell!” When Opp 
had a moment between congratu¬ 
lations and hugs to comment on 
her bid, she declared, “I’m blessed, 
and it’s something good I can do 
for the organization. I don’t want 
to be in front of the camera, but 


this kind of publicity is something 
[Lyon Martin] couldn’t afford to 
buy.” 

Leslie Ewing of Lyon Martin es¬ 
timated that the auction alone 
contributed over $48,000 to this 
provider of primary health care for 
lesbians, bisexual, and transgender 
women who wouldn’t otherwise 
be able to afford medical care. 

Following the auction was a 
screening of a special director’s 
cut of The L Word DVD, then 
dancing and mingling for the 
ladies until late. T 







The last time I saw you at The 
Punchline, you were riffing on 
Hollywood wanting you to play 
maids. Are they still asking? 

There will always be a maid 
part. 


I love Monster-In-Law, but there 
are two gay men in this movie. 

One is a waiter, and the other is a 
best friend who puts on Jane 
Fonda's hats and jewelry. Is this 
like black women always getting 
cast as the maid? 

I guess it depends on how you 
feel about it. If you look at it and 
see the stereotype, if it bothers 
you, then yeah, I can go with how 
each person feels about it. With 
me, I always see black men in drag 
and black women presented as 
street-smart. We’re never the 
book-smart woman, the librarian. 
We’re streetwise. 


I didn't find the gay characters in¬ 
sulting, but the range they're given 
seems limiting. 

Personally, when I watch a 
movie, I love having the gay friend 
there or the waiter. At least they 
exist. ▼ 


Monster-In-Law 

M previous page 

off with great aplomb. Ruby fol¬ 
lows Viola around from one disas¬ 
ter to the next, as Viola tries to 
sabotage her son’s marriage to a 
woman who does not meet her 
standards. But before Viola throws 
in the towel, Charlie turns the ta¬ 
bles on her and proves she can 
give as good as she gets. 

Robert Luketic ( Legally 
Blonde ) directs with great skill. He 
not only extracts solid perfor¬ 
mances from all the cast, he keeps 
the pace moving. There is never a 
dull moment in Monster-In-Law. 
Homosexuals — read: gay men — 
get the unfortunately familiar 
Hollywood treatment. They are 


relegated to supporting comic 
characters like Charlie’s Venice 
Beach neighbor, or a waiter who is 
hired to pose as a physician by 
Viola. Their treatment is not ter¬ 
ribly insulting, but it is stereotyp¬ 
ical. 

Monster-In-Law has all the 
glossy surfaces viewers come to 
expect from a mainstream Holly¬ 
wood motion, picture. It is Cer¬ 
tainly pretty to look at; no one will 
fail to notice just how much 
money is up there on the screen. 
More verisimilitude in casting and 
costuming this affair might have 
made for a film that worked on 
more levels, but as. it stands, Mon¬ 
ster-In-Law is a great ride atop the 
frothy wave of Hollywood make- 
believe. Few viewers will leave the 
theater disappointed. T 


Wanda Sykes 

M previous page 

I was hoping you would pick up on 
Cosby's attitude and go for it. 

If I had heard it, I would have. 
And it would have been ugly. I 
would have ripped into him. It’s a 
good thing I didn’t. It would have 
backfired in an unpleasant way. I 
wish it hadn’t happened, but I’m 
glad it played out the way it did 
with people saying, “Oh, he picked 
on her.” 

Wanda Does It - is it dead? 

It is. Wanda did it. But I’m a 
stand-up comic. That’s my first 
love and what’s gotten me every¬ 
thing else. I won’t give it up. If I go 
a long time and I haven’t done 
stand-up, I feel like I’m out of the 
loop, like I’m not funny. 


WK1 
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The tragedy of homophobia 

Groundbreaking 'The Children's Hour' out on DVD 


by Tavo Amador 


illian Heilman (1905-84) 
was the model for Nora 
Charles in her longtime 
lover Dashiell Hammetts novel 
The Thin Man. She was also a 
playwright who stunned Broad¬ 
way audiences with her first 
drama, The Childrens Hour (’34), 
about the impact false accusations 
of lesbianism have on two teach¬ 
ers at a girls school. It ran for 699 
performances. Subsequently, Hell- 
man became independent Holly¬ 
wood producer Samuel Goldwyn’s 
resident screenwriter. She adapted 
her play for the movies, changing 
the lesbianism to heterosexual 
adultery, and Goldwyn filmed it as 
These Three (’36), directed by 
William Wyler, starring Miriam 
Hopkins, Merle Oberon, and Joel 
McCrea. (When the notoriously 
ignorant Goldwyn learned the 
play was about lesbians, he re¬ 
portedly replied, “Never mind, 
we’ll make them Americans.”) In 
’61, Wyler directed a remake, 
restoring the original plot. It’s now 
available in DVD. 

Karen Wright (Audrey Hep¬ 
burn) and Martha Dobie (Shirley 
MacLaine) have been friends since 
college, and their private girls 
school is just beginning to make a 
profit. Karen is engaged to Joe 
(James Garner), a doctor, and he’s 
eager to wed. When Karen tells 
Martha that they will soon marry, 
she gets angry, fearing for the fu¬ 


ture of their school. But Martha 
apologizes for being so “selfish,” 
and asks Karen to forgive her. “I 
already have,” says Karen, kissing 
her on the cheek. That kiss is ob¬ 
served by Mary Tilford (Karen 
Balkin), a nasty, dishonest pupil. 

Martha’s Aunt Lily Morter 
(Miriam Hopkins, from the orig¬ 
inal film) assists with teaching, but 
is vain, self-centered, and lazy, for¬ 
ever talking about her theatrical 
experiences. When she and 
Martha quarrel, Lily blames her 
niece’s angry mood on Joe’s pres¬ 
ence, nattering about how she 
never had any boyfriends and was 
always possessive about her girl¬ 
friends. She calls Martha’s behav¬ 
ior “unnatural.” Their angry dis¬ 
cussion is overheard by a few 
pupils, including Rosalie (Veroni¬ 
ca Cartwright), who repeats it to 
Mary. When Lily announces she’s 
returning to the boards, Martha 
gladly gives her a check to cover 
her initial expenses. 

Meanwhile, Karen catches 
Mary in a lie and grounds her. 
Mary blackmails Rosalie into giv¬ 
ing her cabfare home to her 
grandmother. Mary’s grandmoth¬ 
er, Amelia Tilford (Fay Bainter), is 
angry because she has left school 
without permission. She refuses to 
believe Mary is being picked on by 
her teachers. Desperate, the girl 
whispers to her about what she 
claims she saw, and relates Mrs. 
Morter’s remark about Martha’s 
“unnatural” behavior. A shocked 
Mrs. Tilford informs the parents 



and guardians of the other girls, 
who order their charges home im¬ 
mediately. 

One father finally tells Karen 
why he’s removing his daughter 
from school. She, Martha, and Joe 
confront Mrs. Tilford, denying the 
charge that the women have been 
lovers. Mrs. Tilford holds her 
ground. Martha threatens a libel 
suit. Joe insists that Mary repeat 
her story. She does and gets Ros¬ 
alie — who had taken jewelry 
from another girl and fears Mary 
will tell on her — to concur. Even 
when Martha proves Mary’s story 
is inconsistent, Rosalie backs her. 

Bleak house 

Karen and Martha become iso¬ 
lated, objects of curiosity. They 
lose the slander suit, and their fu¬ 
ture looks bleak. Martha is now 


happy Karen and Joe will wed. Joe 
quits the local hospital and wants 
them to move elsewhere, but 
Karen feels there is no use running 
away. They are notorious now. 
Unexpectedly, Aunt Lily returns, 
broke. She had never responded to 
subpoenas to testify, which is why 
the suit failed. The judge ruled the 
women had “sinful sexual knowl¬ 
edge of each other,” based on Lily’s 
comment. Martha orders Lily to 
leave. Meanwhile, Karen, paranoid 
about what Joe really thinks, ends 
their engagement against his will. 

Martha confesses to Karen that 
she has been in love with her with¬ 
out knowing it, until confronted 
by the accusation. It makes no dif¬ 
ference to Karen. Martha blames 
herself for all their problems and 
says, “I feel so damn sick and 
dirty.” 

When Rosalie’s mother discov¬ 
ers the missing jewelry, the girl ad¬ 
mits Mary blackmailed her into 
lying. She takes Rosalie to Mrs. 
Tilford. Mary’s lie is exposed. 
Horrified, desperate to make 
amends, Mrs. Tilford apologizes 
to Karen. She has informed the 
trial judge, who will reverse his 
ruling. The women will get the 
money they had sued for and 
“anything else you would be good 
enough to accept. Please, help 
me,” she pleads, devastated that 
her actions have ruined three lives. 
Karen refuses the money and asks 
her to leave. She knows the dam¬ 
age is irreversible, but is unaware 
of the tragedy to come. 


Balkin, in her first (and possi¬ 
bly only) film, is spectacular: a 
dreadful, mean child. Hopkins is 
splendid as the ghastly Aunt Lily: 
selfish, intuitive, cruel. Garner is 
sympathetic and resolute, effec¬ 
tively projecting outrage at an in¬ 
justice. Bainter is amazing, con¬ 
veying tremendous strength and 
integrity, yet reflecting the igno¬ 
rant prejudices of the era. It’s a 
towering, Academy Award-nomi¬ 
nated performance. MacLaine is 
deeply touching, heartbreaking 
when confronting her own nature. 
Hepburn brings her innate 
courage, dignity, and kindness to 
Karen. It’s one of her most under¬ 
rated and moving performances. 
Her final scene brilliantly shows 
well-bred disdain for those who 
harmed her. 

The Childrens Hour was a 
landmark in its sympathetic de¬ 
piction of a lesbian. Yet no one 
challenges Martha’s self-hatred 
except, implicitly, Karen. The lying 
Mary and irresponsible Lily are 
the villains. Mrs. Tilford is ap¬ 
palled because the accusations of 
lesbianism aren’t true, not by her 
homophobia. Had Karen and 
Martha been lovers, no one would 
have regretted destroying their ca¬ 
reers.It’s a sign of progress that 
many today would identify homo¬ 
phobia as the true villain, al¬ 
though it’s doubtful Heilman her¬ 
self understood that. Sadly, in 
many parts of America, Heilman’s 
original concept remains painful¬ 
ly true. ▼ 




OFF SALE 




Get all your New Stuff before 
all at 20% OFF. 


May 1 st - May 22nd at all locations 
& www.mr-s-leather.com 

"Come Register for SlOOO's in 
Prizes and Gift Certificates from Mr. S" 

you head to IML this year, and 


Mr S Leather will be at ML this year but the sale will have 
ended before then. So order now! 

Mr S Leather has the very best gear worldwide and now it can 
be yours at 20% off. 

Mr S Leather San Francisco 310 7th St 415-863-7764 800-746-7677 
Mr S Leather Los Angeles 4232 Melrose Ave. 323-663-7765 
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Out&About 


Super Sugar @ The Stud 

Expect the unexpected at Super Sugar with 
host Jose "The Prince of Folsom." Resident 
DJs Ellen Ferrato and Leonard spin their 
deep house beats with guest DJ Sean 
Greene (Powerhouse). Rubberman Terry 
Gauchaut and Rubbermen of SF guest host 
this dark and twisted Super Sugar. Also in 
the house will be Photographer Norm in The 
Photo-Op Spot and Miss Avis reading for¬ 
tunes. $9 cover ($2 off w/this weeks BAR 
Super Sugar ad). Sat., May 14, 10pm-4am. 
The Stud, 399 9 th St. (at Harrison). Info: 
come2sugar@yahoo.com 



Glen Meadmore plays at Catalyst Cocktails along with local faves Larry, 
Hall, and Jack. See Tuesday. 


CaTendare 


by Mark Mardon 


A bit o’ history 

I f you haven’t yet made it down to the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender Historical Society, be a sport and get down there 
while Jim Provenzano’s “Sporting Life” exhibition is still up. 
You’ll have an extra reason to head to the museum’s downtown 
space (near SFMOMA and YBCA, at 657 Mission St., 3 r< ^ Floor) 
on Thursday, May 19, 5:30-7:30 p.m., when the GLBT Historical 
Society and Harrington Park Press present a reception and presen¬ 
tation with contributors to Gay Bathhouses and Public Health 
Policy. The book, edited by William J. Woods and Diane Binson, 
explores issues related to civil liberties, public sex, and HIV pre¬ 
vention policies. Both editors will take part in the event. They are 
assistsant adjunct professors in the Dept, of Medicine at UCSF; 
Woods has published articles related to HIV prevention in bath¬ 
houses and sex clubs; Binson’s research centers on HIV risk and 
sexual behavior among gay men. 

That same night you’re invited to take guided tours of the GLBT 
Historical Society archives (the last time they offered this tour, it 
had to be canceled on short notice, to the disappointment of those 
who showed up). Visitors are promised glimpses of rare artifacts 
saved from a San Francisco bathhouse, as well as posters and doc¬ 
umentation from Bay Area gay sex clubs. 

But back to Jim Provenzano’s heartfelt, herculean effort in the 
Main Gallery: “Sporting Life.” Recently I got to hang out with 
Jim and take a little tour of the exhibit, which is marvelous with all 
sorts of momentos of athletes you may or may not know from all 
of the events that have taken place over the years, but even if you 
weren’t here or don’t recall the moments — or like me pay almost 
no attention to sports, gay or otherwise — the exhibit succeeds in 
sparking the events to life. If you think of each object as invested 
with the energy of its possessor, loaded with that person’s chi, her 
essence, and you fill a room brim-full with such objects, neatly or¬ 
ganized but exploding with color and meaning, you get a powerful 
chi ball in the center of the room. This is invisible, but if you stand 
in it for a while, you’ll get a rush of energy from the past, your mind 
and tissues channeling all those queer sports events. It’s thrilling! 
Honestly, standing in the midst of Jim’s painstakingly gathered col¬ 
lection, a work of sweat, blood and tears, you will understand that 
gay culture is more than bars, bathhouses, discotheques, hair sa¬ 
lons, and designer boutiques. We are proud competitors in the 
arena of life, and we play fair and square, with an extra flair for 
fashion. T 


Sporting Life: LGBT Athletics and Cultural Change from the 
1960s to Today , is on view at the GLBT Historical Society at 
657 Mission St. #300. Exhibit open Tue.- Sat., l-5pm. $4 
adults; $2 student & low income. Call 415-777-5455. 



Berkeley Opera — 

Verdi’s Macbeth 
@ Julia Morgan Theatre 

Berkeley Opera's 26th season continues 
with Macbeth, the first of Verdi's operas 
based on Shakespeare. Berkeley Opera 
Artistic Director Jonathan Khuner con¬ 
ducts; projected visual images by Ariel and 
Jeremy Knight. Featuring the UC Alumni 
Chorus. Sung in Italian with English super¬ 
titles. Featured singers are SF Opera Adler 
Fellow Ricardo Herrera as Macbeth and 
Paula Goodman Wilder as Lady Macbeth. 
$40 gen'l; $35 seniors; $15 youth/disabled. 
Fri. May 13 at 8pm & Sun. May 15 at 
2pm. Julia Morgan Theatre, 2640 College 
Ave„ Berkeley. Tix: 925-798-1300. Info: 
510-841-1903; www.berkeleyopera.org 

Cutting Ball Theater’s 
Macbeth @ EXIT Theater 

Opening night: The Cutting Ball Theater 
presents a six-actor, experimental re-vision¬ 
ing of William Shakespeare's Macbeth. 
Cutting Ball Artistic Director Rob Melrose 
"offers a relentless, muscular adaptation, 
where we find ourselves in a hall of mirrors 
in a Macbeth that lives in dreams, night¬ 
mares and a surreal twentieth century land¬ 
scape." $20 student/senior. $25 adults. 
Pay-what-you-can previews May 6 & 7. 
Opens Fri. May 13. Runs Fri. & Sat. at 
8pm thru June 11. EXIT Theater, 277 Tay¬ 
lor (btwn Eddy/Ellis). 

DickFace @ Jon Sims Center 

The Jon Sims Center for the Performing 
Arts AIRspace (Artist in Residence) pro¬ 
gram presents DickFace, a raucous new 
one-man performance by award winning 
performer/playwright Michael Phillis. The 
show tells the playwright's own hilarious 
coming-of-age as a gay teenager living in a 
small California town, alongside the journey 
to find and evoke the spirit of the first gay 
performer to ever come out onstage. $10- 
$15 sliding (N0TAFL0F). Two shows only: 
Fri., May 13 & Sat., May 14, at 8pm. JSC, 
1519 Mission St. Info: www.jonsimsctr.org 

In The Groove @ Magnet 

Artists Reception: Magnet and Continuum 
host a reception 8-10pm for In The Groove, 
the art show at Magnet throughout May, 
featuring prints made by members of Con¬ 
tinuum's art program. The mission of Con¬ 
tinuum is "to empower and dignify the lives 
of under-served people with HIV/AIDS by 
providing innovative health and human ser¬ 
vices that prevent institutionalization, mini¬ 
mize harm, establish relationships and fa¬ 
cilitate community." Proceeds from sales 
throughout the month will directly benefit 
the artists, with additional pieces on display 
and for sale at the reception. Free. Fri., 

May 13, 8-10pm. Magnet, 4122 - 18th St. 

Meliza Banales/Queer Open 
Mic @ Three Dollar Bill Cafe 

Queer Open Mic, hosted by Cindy M. Emch, 
featuring Meliza Banales. Queer Open Mic 
happens on the 2nd & 4th Fridays of every 
month at the Three Dollar Bill Cafe on the 
first floor of the SF LGBT Community Cen¬ 
ter at 1800 Market @ Octavia. sign up 
7:30, show @ 8pm. 

Martin Brant @ A Different 
Light Bookstore 

Martin Brant reads from his new novel, A 
Song in the Park: "Their paths crossed on 
the River Road, where the mountains meet 
the sky, and a friendship was born." Free. 
7pm. 489 Castro St. Info: 415-431-0891. 

Shadowplay @ The Stud 

Shadowplay, the omnisexual indie, new 
wave, electro, and discopunk club, cele¬ 
brates the circle of life, with a birthday 
party on Friday, May 13 for the fabulous 
Jimmy Loveless, as well as a wake marking 
the 25th anniversary of the suicide of Joy 
Division frontman Ian Curtis. Guest DJ Tao 
(Scar Tissue), from Seattle, joins DJ Don- 
imo. Go go dancers Johnny Sexbang and 
Catyanna. $3 suicide punch all night. 9pm- 
3am. Free entrance with a pic of a dead 
rock star for the shrine; otherwise $5 after 
10pm. At the Stud, 399 9th St. at Harrison 
St. Info: shadowplaysf.com 


Sat 14 

Artwear: Fashion & Anti¬ 
fashion @ Legion of Honor 

Catch the retrospective look at wearable art 
in Artwear: Fashion and Anti-fashion, fea¬ 
turing some 120 objects charting the 
genre's development, from embroidered and 
crocheted hippie style to grand, one-of-a- 
kind woven, knitted and dyed garments, to 
fashion-oriented works of the 1990s. Curat¬ 


ed by Melissa Leventon. Wearable art's re¬ 
lationship to the popular use of unwearable 
garments as artistic metaphor will also be 
explored. $2 surcharge for exhibit; $10 mu¬ 
seum entry ($8 senior; $5 youth). Free ad¬ 
mission every Tuesday (surcharge still in ef¬ 
fect). 9:30am-5pm. Lincoln Park. Info: 
415-750-3614; www.legionofhonor.org 

Veronica Klaus 
@ Michael’s Octavia Lounge 

Just in time for summer, Veronica Klaus 
hosts "Something Cool", offering great live 
jazz, blues and cabaret every Saturday 
night with her trio featuring Tammy L. Hall 
and special guests. Klaus's hot new album 
Veronica Klaus Live at the Lodge is hot of 
the press and a pure delight. Delicious late 
night food served until 1:30am on Friday 
and Saturdays. Ongoing Saturdays. $8 
cover. 10:30pm showtime. Michael's Oc¬ 
tavia Lounge, 1772 Market St. @ Octavia 
Blvd. Reservations: 415-863-3690 & 

(415) 863-3516; OctaviaLounge.com 

Spencer Day Band 
@ Bruno’s 

"Bruno's is a classy and intimate space to 
hear Spencer playing with a full band in¬ 
cluding the smoking 'Shotgun Wedding' 
horn players along with special surprise 
guests... Bruno's also serves excellent 
food." (www.spencerday.com). Special Sat¬ 
urday show on May 14 at 10pm. $15 
cover. 2389 Mission St. Spencer also plays 
9pm on Wed., May 18. Info: 415-648- 
7701; www.brunoslive.com 

Reclaiming Your Life 
@ Magnet 

Rik Isensee, LCSW, will be speaking about 
approaches to recovery from his book, Re¬ 
claiming Your Life, The Gay Man's Guide 
to Recovery from Abuse, Addictions, and 
Self-Defeating Behavior. Part I looks at 
how growing up gay in a homophobic cul¬ 
ture is similar in many ways to growing up 
in a dysfunctional family. Part II shows 
how gay men can recover from early abuse, 
internalized homophobia, and self-defeating 
behavior. Free. Sat., May 14, 7-8:30pm. 
Magnet, 4122 - 18th St. Info: 
www.rikisensee.com;www.magnetsf.org 

Dykes on Bikes — 

The Movie @ Eagle Tavern 

The San Francisco Women's Motorcycle 
Contingent (www.sfwmc.org) presents 
Dykes on Bikes — The Movie, a documen¬ 
tary by Sheila Malone. Experience the roar 
of thundering pipes! Four hundred women 
on bikes gather each year to lead the SF 
Pride Parade! Dykes on Bikes features the 
stories of the women who have organized 
Dykes on Bikes each year for over 25 years. 
If you missed it at the SF Film Fest, now's 
your chance to view the Director's Cut. Free 
showing. Sat., May 14, 3-6pm Beverage 
Bust; movie at 4pm & again at 5pm; 50/50 
raffle; hot dogs and popcorn. Eagle Tavern, 
398 12th St. (at Harrison). 

Fauxgirls! @ Marlena’s 

Victoria Secret and Alexandria host Faux- 
girls!, offering drag cabaret at its best, fea¬ 
turing the talents of Bliss, Davida, Daffney 
Deluxe, Nikki Starr, Chanel, Tia Dora and 
special guest stars. Showtime is always at 
10pm. Never a cover at Marlena's. 488 
Hayes St. at Octavia. Info: 415-864-6672; 
www.sfdrag.com 


Other Cinema @ ATA Gallery 

ATA Gallery's Other Cinema presents "Ex¬ 
ploding Cinema," a group show of 5 projec¬ 
tor-performance pieces that proffer a 
plethora of approaches to "Live A/V" — 
Pat McLaughlin's (Chroma-) Depths of 
Field; Steve(os) Polta's Drone Tones; Dean 
Santomieri's Three Views from the Panopti¬ 
con; Ken Paul Rosenthal's Galloping 
Whore-May; and Craig Baldwin's Unified 
Film on his Roto-StroboScope. Only six 
smackers! Doors open 8pm for artists' re¬ 
ception; 8:30pm showtime. 992 Valencia 
St. Info: 415-824-3890; www.othercine- 
ma.com 

Q Ballroom Dance 
@ Synergy School 

Q Ballroom Dance this Sat., May 14 (Every 
2nd Saturday): 7pm Samba; 8pm Cha Cha 
lessons. No parnter or experience needed. 
(Upcoming lesson schedule: June 11- 
Salsa/Samba; July 9-Swing/Salsa; Aug. 13- 
Merengue/Swing; Sept. 10- 
Tango/M erengue; Oct. 8-Quick Step/Tango; 
Nov. 12-Waltz/Quick Step; Dec. 10-Fox¬ 
trot/Waltz). 9pm to Midnight Dance to 
Ballroom, Latin, Country, Salsa and Swing! 
Synergy School, 1387 Valencia St. at 25th. 
Info: 415-305-8242; 
www.QueerBallroom.com 

SF Hiking Club 
@ Montara Mountain 

Enjoy the spectacular panoramic view of 
the entire SF Bay from the summit of Mon¬ 
tara Mountain. It's a moderately strenuous 
8-mile hike with a 1,000-ft. elevation gain. 
Meet 9am under the large Safeway sign at 
Market & Dolores. Info: www.sfhiking.com 

Lavender Seniors 
of the East Bay 

Lavender Seniors of the East Bay, a group 
for gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgen¬ 
ders over the age of 55, will hold their 
monthly potluck on Sat., May 14 at 12 
noon at San Leandro Community Church, 
1395 Bancroft Ave., San Leandro. Volun¬ 
teers of all ages are needed to be friendly 
visitors for socially isolated seniors. Rides 
from BART (call 2 days prior): Peggy 
Moore at 510-667-9655. 



AIDS Candlelight Vigil 
\@ Castro & Market 

The SF AIDS Candlelight Vigil honors those 
lost to HIV/AIDS and the millions who are 
living with the disease despite morally 
bankrupt or otherwise corrupt politicians 
and governments who have traditionally 
done too little too late. AIDS activists and 
supporters will gather 8 p.m. on Sunday 
May 15^ at Castro & Market to honor 
those who have died and those still living 
with HIV/AIDS. Confirmed speakers include 
youth activist Devin Anderson, HIV Stops 
With Me spokesmodel Alejandro Diesta and 
Anne-christine d'Adesky, an international 
AIDS activist fighting to save an estimated 
175,000 Rwandan women who were pur¬ 
posely infected with AIDS. Some of the Sis¬ 
ters of Perpetual Indulgence will be present¬ 
ing a ritual of rememberance. Free (dona¬ 
tions requested). 



The always alluring Veronica Klaus serves up "Something Cool" for 
blues fans at Michael's Octavia Lounge. See Saturday. 
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‘Spunk-O-Rama’ 

@ The Edge 

"Spunk-O-Rama," a benefit for the 20th 
Annual AIDS Candlelight Vigil, the world's 
largest annual grassroots event. Exorcisms 
& healings; entertainment; frisky &/or 
scruffy boys. $7 beer bust includes cruising. 
Porn-o-copia raffle ($2/each or ask about 
inseam quickies). Sunday, May 15 4-7pm. 
The Edge, 18th St. & Collingwood. 

SF Hiking Club 
@ Mt. Diablo’s Oyster Point 

Enjoy the views from the wi Idf lower-fi I led 
meadows and ridges on the south side of the 
mountain. It's a moderate 11-mile hike with 
an 1,800-ft. elevation gain. Meet 9:30am 
near the exit of the Dublin BART station. 
Info: www.sfhiking.com 

Peace Walkers 
@ Bay2Breakers 

Nudes4Peace gather Sun., May 15 at 8am 
on the north side of Hayes Street, near Oc- 
tavia, to watch fast Bay2Breakers runners, 
then join slow walkers. Bring peace signs, 
drums, flags, etc. To get there from Civic 
Center BART/Muni station, walk west on 
Grove to Octavia, walk south on Octavia to 
Hayes; look for Marlena's bar as landmark. 
After the B2B footrace, N4P may demon¬ 
strate at Ocean Beach, on federal land. Up¬ 
dates at groups.yahoo.com/group/sfbarea 

Mei-Ting Sun 
@ Old First Church 

2005 National Chopin Competition winner 
and Yamaha artist Mei-Ting Sun will per¬ 
form in a solo recital sponsored by the SF 
Chopin Council. At only 24 years old, he 
has already toured Spain, France, Italy, 
China and Japan and played with sym¬ 
phonies in Canada, Hong Kong and Macau. 
Currently, Sun is a C.V. Star Doctoral Fel¬ 
low at The Juilliard School of Music. $20 
general admission; $15 seniors and stu¬ 
dents. Sunday, May 15 at 4 p.m. Old First 
Church, 1751 Sacramento St. (at Van 
Ness). Tix/info: Colleen Twardowski at 
(415) 474-1608. 


Mon -16 

David Antin @ Booksmith 

Reading & book signing for I never knew 
what time it was, the new book of talk 
pieces by internationally known poet, art 
critic and performance artist David Antin. 
His free-form poems explore the experience 
of time — how it's felt, remembered and re¬ 
counted. Free. 7pm. 1644 Haight St. Info: 
415-863-8688; www.booksmith. com 


Tue 17 

Glen Meadmore / Larry, Hall 
& Jack @ Catalyst Cocktails 

Girlfriendasaurus Presents: Glen Meadmore 
Solo Acoustic! With opening band: Larry, 
Hall, and Jack! Meadmore's latest CD is 
Cowboy Songs For Little Hustlers (Perver- 
tidora Records; 10 hot new tracks, recorded 
and mixed by Steve Albini). His previous hit 
CD was Hot Horny & Born Again (Queer 
Christian Country Punk Rock). Free show! 
(buy lots of beer and a burger!). Happy 
hour is 4-7pm ($3 beers; $3 well drinks; $1 
off all other drinks). Tue., May 17; opening 
band starts at 6:30; Glen starts at 7:30pm 
— one set only. Catalyst Cocktails, 312 
Harriet St. (at Bryant). Info: 415-621- 
1722; www.catalystcocktails.com 

Adam and Paul & Halo 
Effect @ SF Irish Film Fest / 
Roxie Cinema 

The Irish Arts Foundation and the Film Arts 
Foundation present The Second Annual 
Filum 05, The SF Irish Film Fest, offering 
two new Irish features: Lenny Abrahamson's 
acclaimed Adam and Paul, starring Mark 
O'Halloran arid Tom Murphy as down and 
out druggies in Dublin; and Lance Daly's 
Halo Effect in which "Fatso is the propri¬ 
etor of what may be the worst eaterie in the 
city, and is struggling to keep a sinking ship 
afloat. His compulsive gambling is getting 
the better of him and he has to contend with 
an endless succession of loan sharks and 
debt collectors. He employs hopelessly in¬ 
competent staff and generally manages to 
keep the entire community around him tick¬ 
ing over." $10. Tue.-Thu. May 17-19. 

Roxie Cinema, 3117 16 th St. 

Chi Chi LaRue 
@ Trannyshack 

"Addicted to Porn," a Trannyshack special 
featuring porn goddess Chi Chi LaRue! 
Heklina's gonna have a lot to pay for in hell 
because of this one! DJ Derek spins tunes. 
MiSS Chocolate greets you at the door. $7. 
10pm-3am. The Stud, 9 th & Harrison. Info: 
heklina.com 

Joe Babcock @ A Different 
Light Bookstore 

Joe Babcock reads from The Tragedy of 
Miss Geneva Flowers. Sixteen-year-old 
Erick Taylor dreams of being a star. The 
problem is that he's unpopular and stuck in 
Catholic school. He then meets Chloe, a 
"grandiloquent" drag queen, who gives 
Erick a glam-rock makeover and leads him 
into the increasing insanity of Minneapolis's 
gay nightlife and a world exploding. Free. 
7pm. 489 Castro St. Info: 415-431-0891. 



Ricardo Herrera and Paula Goodman Wilder play the leads in Berkeley 
Opera's production of Verdi's Macbeth at Julia Morgan Theatre. See Friday. 


Richard McCann 
@ Books Inc., Castro 

Books Inc. welcomes Richard McCann, au¬ 
thor of Mother of Sorrows. This collection 
of short stories constructs a series of por¬ 
traits of an American family living in the 
post-World War II suburbs of Washington, 
D.C. Free. Tue., May 17, 7:30pm. 2275 
Market St. Info: 415-864-6777; 
www.booksinc.net 

Some Angels Wear Black 
@ Modern Times Bookstore 

Friends and admirers of Eli Coppola, who 
died five years ago of muscular dystrophy, 
leaving behind pages of hearfelt, well-craft¬ 
ed poems, will gather to celebrate her life 
and read from the new Manic D Press col¬ 
lection of her work, Some Angels Wear 
Black: Selected Poems, edited by David 
West, with an introduction by Michelle Tea. 
Readers include West, Tea, publisher Jen¬ 
nifer Joseph and many others from readings 
at the Cafe Babar, Chameleon, and Par¬ 
adise Lounge. Free. 7pm. 888 Valencia St. 
(near 20 th ). Info: 415-282-9246. 

Barebacking Forum 
@ Magnet 

"Is All Barebacking Created Equal?" — A 
Community Forum For HIV+ Gay Men. 

Join Bob Grant and Jeff McConnell from 
the Positive Partners Study and Magnet in 
opening the door for a community forum 
about barebacking, HIV superinfection, 
and HIV transmission. What does it mean 
for you and your health, the guys you're 
fucking, and our community's health? There 
is surprising information to hear and talk 
about so don't miss this! Tue., May 17, 7- 
9pm. 4122 - 18th St. Info: Kevin Roe at 
kevin@magnetsf.org or 415-581-1605. 

‘Proof Positive’ Closing 
@SF LGBT Center 

Closing reception: Proof Positive, A Visual 
Aid group exhibition showcasing new work 
produced by more than 35 artists with the 
assistance of Visual Aid's Voucher Pro¬ 
gram. The artists will be honored at a clos¬ 
ing reception for friends and supporters of 
Visual Aid. A color catalog documenting 
the show will be distributed at the closing 
reception. The show features sculpture, 
paintings, photographs and installations by 
a host of local artists. Tue., May 17 from 5- 
7pm in the Gallery of the LGBT Community 
Center, 1800 Market St. Info: 415-777- 
8242; www.visualaid.org 


Wed IB 

SFInt’l Arts Fest 

SF International Arts Festival in Associa¬ 
tion with Dance Mission Theater celebrates 
San Francisco as City of International Arts 
& Culture, May 18-June 5 at Venues 
throughout SF. This week: Korean Musical 
Ceremony with Byung Ki Hwang, Aeju Lee, 
Hi Kyung Kim, Tandy Beal, Elliot Anderson 
and Ensemble Parallel @ Palace of Fine 
Arts Theater (Wed., May 18 @ 8pm); Do 
Theatre with Shinichi Momo Koga per¬ 
forming Nonsense @ Project Artaud The¬ 
ater (Thu., May 19, 4:30pm); Fabrik Com¬ 
pany perform Pandora 88 @ Dance Mis¬ 
sion Theater (Thu., May 19, 5:30pm); The 
AKHE Group perform White Cabin @ Pro¬ 
ject Artaud Theater (Thu., May 19, 7pm); 
danceers Scott Wells performs Duet in 
Three Parts, Your Move, and Stephen Pel- 
ton performs If Tomorrow Wasn't Such a 
Long Time @ Dance Mission Theater (Thu., 
May 19, 8pm); Motion Lab with 
Stephanie Maher performs free the birds 
and other dances @ ODC Theater (Thu., 
May 19, 8pm); The Foundry with Kirstie 
Simson perform "Capacity" from Shallow¬ 
ness, and Kunst-Stoff performs Solo, W @ 


Project Artaud Theater (Thu., May 19, 
9:30pm). All tix through SFIAF/Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts Box Office: 415- 
978-2787; www.YBCA.org. Info: 
www.SFIntlArtsFest.org 

Smack Dab @ Magnet 

Ah open mic hosted by Kirk Read and 
Larry-Bob Roberts, making the Castro safe 
for performance again. Featured performer 
for May is Daphne Gottlieb. Bring five min¬ 
utes of words, music, comedy, or miscel¬ 
lany; bring your charm and magic and 
cheerful can-do attitude, or just come and 
watch and cheer folks on. This is one of the 
hottest free tickets in town. All ages and 
genders will be welcomed and adored. 
Sign-ups at 7:30. Show 8-10pm. Free! 

4122 - 18th St. Info: Kirk Read at 
kirk@earthlink.net. 


Thu 19 

A&PI Wellness Center’s MIX 
’05 @ YBCA Forum 

Come to MIX '05, Asian and Pacific Is¬ 
lander's Wellness Center's 8th Annual Com¬ 
munity Awards & Silent Auction. The event 
will honor Olympic Gold Medalist Greg 
Louganis, Horizons Foundation, Tom Wad¬ 
dell Health Center, Comcast Cable, and 
CBS5/UPN. Featuring emcees Amy Hill 
and Alec Mapa, liqueur tastings, gourmet 
food, and A&PI cultural performances to 
raise funds for vital, multilingual HIV ser¬ 
vices to A&PIs living with HIV/AIDS and 
their families. $50 adult; $20 under 21. 
Thu., May 19, 6:45-10pm. Forum at Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission St. 
Info: Tommy Huie at 415-292-3400 x343. 

Lavender Lunch Bunch, 
Oakland 

Lavender Seniors of the East Bay host 
"Lavender Lunch Bunch," co-sponsored by 
the City of Oakland Dept, of Human Ser¬ 
vices, reaching out to Oakland's LGBT 
African American, Latino, Native Ameri¬ 
can, Asian and Pacific Islander communi¬ 
ties. Catered lunch from 12:30-2:30pm at 
Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Belle¬ 
vue, Oakland. Info/Rides from BART (call 2 
days prior): Peggy Moore, 510-667-9655. 

Lesbian/Gay Contra Dance 
@ Women’s Building 

The blistering hot band The Figments comes 
from Vermont to join caller Mavis Mc- 
Gaugh for a lively evening of music and 
dance. Contra is a spirited, friendly folk 
dance that's easy to learn. No partner, spe¬ 
cial attire or experience are required. Be¬ 
ginners welcome. $10 (or pay what you 
can). 8-10:30pm (doors open 7:45pm). The 
Women's Building, 3543 18th St. (btwn 
Guerrero/Valencia). Info: www.lcfd.org/sf 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

Deadline is the Friday 
before issue date. 
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fluto Erotica 

purveyor of vintage porn 
^ St fine diidos 
j4077fl 18th Street 

415-861-5787 
open every day 




we buy 





photos, dvd’s, magazines & videos 

call 
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Jack Off Warehouse 

at the Circle J Club 


► SF's Only Nighttime and Daytime J/O Club 

► Open Daily 10 a.m. ~ Midnight 

► J/0 Warehouse Open Daily 12 noon Until Midnight 
» Optional Clothes Check Always Available 

► Mandatory Clothes Check Tuesday & Friday Evenings 

► Ages 18 to 118 Welcome 


Circle J Club 

369 Ellis St (betwwen Jones & Taylor) 
San Francisco 415.474.6995 
Metro & BART - Powell Street Station 
Admission $10 


Come on inf 
Improve your sex life! 
www.drclejciub.com 


UNEXPECTED! 


NOW OPEN 2 pm Sat. & Sun. • 4 pm weekdays 

2051 Market at Church • Info: 864-3767 • massage appts: 255-4921 • erossf.com 


(415) 621-7551 


9 AM - 10 PM, Mon - Sat 
11 AM-7 PM, Sun 
2199 Market St, SF, CA 94114 
Or send $3 for our Catalog 


Image Leather 
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Get ready for Chicago 

(But don't pack the dope) 



By Mister Marcus 


t’s time once again for the an¬ 
nual pilgrimage to Chicago 
for the greatest leather contest 
on earth. Billed primarily as Inter¬ 
national Mr. Leather, the contest 
weekend also includes the compe¬ 
tition for International Boot 
Black. From around the world, the 
leather faithful will converge on 
the Windy City and dump hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of dollars on 
hotel bills, booze, meals, shopping 
and leather. The City of Chicago 
is forever grateful with the slogan, 
“Keep Chicago green. Bring 
money.” 

Of course, the “circuit dance 
parties” will generate several thou¬ 
sand more with foppish designer 
clothing, nauseating cologne and 
cha-cha frivolities related to this 
genre. And no one can estimate 
how much will be expended on 
drugs. Now there’s this: IML, Inc. 
posted on their web site 
(www.imrl.com) just last week 
that there would be Zero Toler¬ 
ance for drugs at IML, Inc. 

There will be no mere wrist¬ 
slapping here. The Chicago “boys 
in blue” will be summoned and if 
you’ve never been in jail Chicago, 
be advised that it’s almost as bad 
as being in jail in New Orleans. 

Major leather weekends 
generally provide 12-Step 
meetings for delegates 
and Chicago is no differ¬ 
ent. So if you’re planning 
to be a “crystal meth” 
freak, be prepared to 
face the consequences of 
your stupid behavior 
or just stay away. De¬ 
spite the efforts of 
various agencies in 
most major cities, drug use is 
rampant and it is the shame of our 
community that these problems 
exist. You have been warned! 

Of course, there are some out 
there who are bent out of shape 
that IML, Inc. is taking this stance. 
Well, isn’t that just too bad? Most 
attendees are over 21 — that 
means “adult”. Most attendees 
know better. Many don’t care! The 
slogan, “safe, sane, consensual” 
doesn’t just apply to sexual en¬ 
counters. If you’re an adult, act 
like one. To get embroiled in the 
drug scene is juvenile, distasteful 
(to many) and definitely not in 
keeping with leather pride. If 


IMsL Lori Ellison gets a new "sash" husband on Sunday, May 29 in 
Chicago when IML 2004 Jason Hendrix "steps aside" for his successor 
out of some 52 hopefuls. 


you’re into these drugs, take that 
Leather Pride pin off. 

On a positive note, IML, Inc. 
has definitely made IML 2005 an 
experience you will never forget. 
For one thing, consider 52 (give 
or take a couple) men from 
around the world competing 
for the coveted title. Con¬ 
sider a new venue, the 
Navy Pier, one of Chica¬ 
go’s most popular tourist 
attractions. They’ve given 
a positive nod to the 
bike/social scene by 
inviting clubs to par¬ 
ticipate in the “Parade 
of Colors” at a special 
“closing ceremony” following the 
contest. Last year’s contest saw a 
record crowd of 13,000 leather 
folks from around the world. 
That’s a whole lot of leather and a 
whole lot of eye candy! 

Alan Tunstall, the winner of 
the Boot Black title last year, will 
also step aside for a successor. 
IMsL Lori Ellison will get a new 
sash husband, and at around 1900 
hours on Sunday, May 29, a new 
icon will be announced as Inter¬ 
national Mr. Leather 2005. 

Meanwhile around the U.S., 
Canada and Europe, some 52 ner¬ 
vous men await the “IML experi¬ 
ence”, one they will never forget. 


The preliminary contests to be on 
the IML 2005 stage have been rag¬ 
ing for almost the last 52 weeks. 
Their time has come. Good luck 
to all. 

The judges are ready to take on 
the awesome 16-hour task of in¬ 
terviewing the contestants. Billy 
Lane, the judges’ coordinator, has 
Jason Hendrix, Connie Cox, Race 
Bannon, Joseph Bean, Christian 
Henning, Chuck Rodocker, Mike 
Zuhl, Daniel Dumont and Lynn 
Bouchard ready for the interviews 
and other judging segments. For¬ 
mer Int’l. Mr. Rubber Tom Kelley 
and Dennis McMahon are the 
tally masters. 

The mammoth Leather Market 
will feature vendors of every outfit 
and accouterment and/or toy you 
could ever possibly want. The Hyatt 
Regency Hotel is geared up for the 
crowd and American Air Lines is 
the official airline. For all the infor¬ 
mation you need in the way of hotel 
accommodations and the weekend 
package, surf to www.imrl.com. See 
you in Chicago! 

International Leather 
Sir/boy 

The contest circuit doesn’t end 
with IML or IMs.L (in July). Al¬ 
ready hopefuls for the Interna- 
next page ► 



EVENTURES IN LEATHER 



Weekend May 13-15 

Mama's Family Reunion up at the Russian River 
Resort. Rooms, if any left, by calling Madame 
Leslie at 1-800-41-RES0RT. Also the Russian 
River Leather Sir/boy contest on Sat. night at the 
Triple R. Send-off party for Jeff Hettinger (IML- 
bound) at the Rainbow Cattle Co. on Sat. afternoon 
and "pretty (sloshed) by the pool." 

In Hayward, the 2005 Mr. Alameda Co. Bear 
contest at Club Rumor on Saturday night with an 
$8 beer/soda bust, boxer shorts party, auction & 
raffles and "cele-bear-ty" judges. 

Wednesday, May 18 

Patrick Califia expounds on Conflict Resolutions in 
S/M Relationships" is free at the Leathermen's 
Discussion Group upstairs at 933 Harrison from 
1930 to 2130.' 

Weekend, May 18-20 

For leather/bdsm women, it's "Desire" at a private 
resort where butches and femmes will abound. For 
more info, click on www.desireleatherwomen.com 
or email to: information@desireleatherwomen.com. 


Saturday, May 21 

SF Chapter of Men of Discipline cavort at the Pow¬ 
erhouse tonight with "Uniform Night" around 
2100. At the Eagle Tavern, Lea. Daddy Doug pre¬ 
sents "A Dog Day Afternoon: from 1500 to 1800 
with a $9 beer/soda bust to benefit PAWS and 
Rocket Dog Rescue. Adopt a pup or two also! 

Wednesday, May 25 

Leather Buddies gather at 933 Harrison tonight 
for the usual fun and games. Strict, really strict 
dress code. No sneakers. No cologne. No attitude. 
At the Powerhouse, it's "live" wrestling from 2200 
to 2400. Hear those groans! Hear Carlton and 
Paul wince. See those writhing butts on the mats. 

Weekend, May 26-30 

27th Annual International Mr. Leather weekend. 
See above. Did anyone notice on the IML 2005 
poster that the model they used is our own Troy 
Anicete, Mr. SF Leather 2003??? 

Saturday, May 28 

The 15 Association weekly play party at that "se¬ 
cret" location. For invite, call 673-0452 or surf to 
www.thel5association.com. 
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Drilling for gold 


by John F. Karr 


wo new movies from Titan 
Media are good examples of 
1 the company’s ability to take 
a standard theme and make it play 
some nifty sexual variations. 
These setups are employed freshly 
enough to avoid cliche, and never 
interfere with the man-to-man 
heat that is the steamy Titan 
trademark. 

Drill uses a power tool as the 
starting point for three of its 
scenes, while a fourth scene’s drill 
is the paces of a wrestling match 
that starts with humiliation, 
segues to challenge, and ends with 
conquest. Sure, Drill has the ex¬ 
pected scene in a dentist’s office, 
where the patient does not need to 
be asked to open wide, as well as a 
workroom scene for carpen¬ 
ters whose heavy tool-belts 
only momentarily conceal 
their permanently at¬ 
tached and every heavier 
tools. But the opening 
scene in a bank vault is 
a clever concoction, a 
table-turner full of 



major sur¬ 
prises and 

minor _ 

kink. 

The cast members are either 
leading men : — sturdy Tyler 
Boots, dreamboat Miguel Leonn, 
and Victor Rios, whose inky black 
goatee surrounds lips that look 
like they need rimming — or 
massive hunks: thick clots of mus¬ 
cle PJ Dixon and Bo Knight, men¬ 
acing hulk Joey Dino, he-man 
Todd Maxwell, and suavely solid 
Matthieu Costa. They make Drill 
a muscleman bonanza. In a cate¬ 
gory of his own is Joey Russo, a 
compact dynamo with a feral sex¬ 
ual hunger and, most impressive¬ 
ly, a strikingly steely, stand-up 
cock that has some sort of nuclear 
fission going on inside. There’s 
lotsa hairy chests among these 
guys, a fare dose of foreskin, and 
an all-pervading play-hard atti¬ 
tude. 

Carpenters Maxwell and Costa 
construct a packing crate around 
PJ Dixon, and after drilling some 
holes in its sides, pack their cocks 
into both the orifices he crams up 
against the saliva-slopped wood. 



Karrnal Knowledge 


Bo Knight and Joey Dino wear 
nothing but a little jockstrap and a 
lotta muscle in their Brawny vs. 
Beast wrestling match. Dino did¬ 
dles Knight’s asshole for 
so long it’ll drive you 
as nuts as it does 
Knight, and then he 
power-slams the 
^ surly bottom’s butt 
until the cum bursts 
outa Bo’s cock. 

But get¬ 
ting back 
to that 


opening 
scene. 

Thief Tyler Boots drills his way 
into the bank vault, only to find 
guard Victor Rios already tied up 
and gagged — and with a hard-on 
pointing sky high, as his balls are 
stretched down low by the dan¬ 
gling weight of a heavy gold ingot. 
Boots takes advantage of the situ¬ 
ation, sucking the silky brown 
cock with admirable technique, 
and after Rios pushes his moist ass 
onto Boot’s tongue, after Boots’ 
cock creeps into Rios’ grasping 
hole so painfully slow you’ll feel 
every inch, the untied Rios sits on 
it, splitting his cocoa cheeks with 
the double-wide man-drill that 
Boots bangs up his butt. When 
Boots cums and cums, Rios spins 
him over, and rams his ass until 
Boots cums again with an even 
more copious load than he 
sprayed before. Rios chains Boots’ 
wrists to the table, grabs the gold 
and slams the vault door shut. 

Clamp club 

There’s little space left for me 



to say much about Riders, but I 
liked it more. This one spins along 
on two-wheelers, with the boys 
dismounting bicycles and motor¬ 
cycles to mount each other. 
There’s less muscle here, but even 
more hardcore masculinity. 
Roughened beauty Cliff Rhodes, 
who fucked his way through 
everybody on the set in ManPlay- 
019, makes his feature debut here, 
with similar hard-thrusting effect. 
Shiny Kent Larson and lavishly 
meaty Matthieu Costa look spiffy 
in their racing leathers, and Costa 
looks even better when he strikes 
his to hang a pair of pony-clamps 
on his big, meaty tits. You know 
pony-clamps: the orange-handled 
squeezers they use on construc¬ 
tion sites to hold sheet metal. 
Costa gets extra-hard and even 
laughs when Larson slaps those 
tit-tuggers. 

In an appropriately grungy 
bunker in the Marin headlands, 
Ben Jakks and Joey Russo provide 
a sleazy, all-star bout for the 
movie’s finale. Jakks goes crazy 
over Russo’s famously galvanized 
cock, and both guys cum twice — 
first, when the rimming, jacking 
and sucking is just too exciting, 
and again, when Jakks plugs 
Russo’s sweet little exhaust pipe 
’til the spunk flies. 

My advice? Stop sniffing your 
neighbor’s bicycle seat, and hop 
on to Riders. Both movies were di¬ 
rected by the sure-handed Brian 
Mills and Harold Creg, and both 
offer over three hours of content, 
with the Special Features that are 
unique to Titan really boosting 
the bang-for-your-buck factor. ▼ 



On their way to competing at the Northern California Leather Sir/boy 
competition later this year: Sacramento Leather boy Darryl Strohl and 
Sacramento Leather Sir Mike Kelly. They were chosen at the Bolt Bar in 
Sacramento last Saturday night, May 7. 


Mister Marcus 

<4 previous page 

tional Leather Sir and boy have 
been chosen with city contests and 
one regional already. Last Satur¬ 
day night, the Sacramento Leather 
Sir/boy competition was held at 
the Bolt Bar and Mike Kelly 
emerged as the Leather Sir and 
Darryl Strohl is the Sacramento 
Leather boy. They advance to the 
Northern California Leather 
Sir/boy competition later this 
year. 

Catching up 

Who knows how rumors get 
started? Be advised that the 
Leather/Levi Weekend (“Twisted 
Summer Camp”) the weekend of 
Aug. 11-14 is not sold out. For 
info: www.leatherlevi.org. 

The Leather Archives & Muse¬ 
um offers some 200 duplicates of 
leather event posters between May 
1st and May 15th with $2.00 min¬ 
imum bids. If you’re interested, 
click on www.fetishauctioneer.com 
or call (773) 761-9200. 

Folsom Street Events, produc¬ 
ers of the Dore Alley Fair and the 
Folsom Street Fair, are now ac¬ 
cepting submissions for FSE 


poster art. August 15 is the dead¬ 
line; the Finalists will be picked on 
September 12 and the artists’ work 
will be on display at the Folsom 
Street Fair on Sunday, September 
25. The winners will be an¬ 
nounced on October^ 7 and the 
prizes awarded on November 2. 
For more info go to fse-pr@fol- 
somstreetevents.org. 

The Lexington Lyons, Lexing¬ 


ton, KY, have published a cook¬ 
book for $15, A Matter of Taste, 
subtitled “Feast from the LyonS’ 
Den”. It’s 193 pages of delectable 
delights. To place an order or get 
information, send an Email to: 
Lthrbearcwby@wmconnect. 

See you next week! Until then, 
keep living, loving, laughing and 
volunteering — just do it in 
leather! V 



Colt Toys 


Shower-shots 


Tit Clamps 


DVD's from: 
Falcon 
Raging Stallion 
All Worlds 
Factory Video 


Leather Pants 
w/retroreflect stripes 


Chrome Cock-rings 


Arm/Wrist bands 


Nasty toys for nasty boys 


1285 Folsom @ 9th 



Brandon! 


Sunday 

May 15th 3-BPM 
^ The GULCH 

ll,,! presents 4 

^the MEM of 
RAGING STALLION 
2352 Market St. 

SFBulch.com 


Meet the Stars of 
RAGING STALLION STUDIOS 
BLOCKBUSTER HIT- 

Passport m 

WpARADlSEr* 


RAGINGSTALLION.COM 
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Blow Buddies 
Parties t 

Thur, Fri, Sat & Sun. I 
Cum meat a buddy! * 

Underwear 
Buddies j 
Partv 1 

Wed., May 18 A 

door 9-11pm 
play til 1 or 2am 


“<«*> 777-HEAD 
www.blowbuddies.com 

South of Market - 933 Harrison St (@ 5th) 
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Pacific passion and paradise on Polk 

Kimo's has had a long history at the corner of Polk & Pine 


by Mark des Jardins 
and Mike Sher 

| acific Island pride and pas- 
■ w sion came to San Francisco 
: in 1967 along with the hip¬ 

pies and the Haight-Ashbury 
Summer of Love, in the person of 
Kimo Cochran. In 1977, he 
opened his bar and nightclub 
Kimo’s on the southwest corner of 
Polk & Pine. Kimo’s is now the 
oldest same-owner, 
same-location gay ^ 
bar in San Francis- ^ 

Oi 

co. * 

Early years were 9 
festive, with bar¬ 
tenders all in Hawaiian- 
print short-sleeve 
shirts in the two- 
story bar. The sec¬ 
ond bar upstairs, 
much smaller than the principal 
downstairs street-level one, would 
rarely be used during the early 
years. But the two-story building 
was always a prime piece of real 
estate, each floor fronted with tall 
glass in sections four feet wide, 
paneling around the outside walls 
of both floors, with rich, natural- 
wood bordering. 

Craig Roady was on bartend¬ 
ing staff when the bar opened. 
Kimo’s lover for over 18 years, 
Craig was a handsome young man 
with blonde-tinted hair, looks to 
die for, and a killer smile. Both his 
parents are still alive, living in 
Oregon. Something unexpected 
happened amid the early years of 
happiness, though: AIDS. The bar 
lost Craig and many others to 
AIDS, both staff and patrons. 
Over the years, Kimo admits he’s 
lost 30 employees to AIDS. A 
thoughtful and generous man, 
he’s added their names to the 
AIDS Grove in Golden Gate Park 
at $1,000 each. 

Kimo’s background is as an en¬ 
tertainer. His one-man Hawaiian 
revue played Las Vegas, Reno, 
Tahoe, Hawaii and the Bahamas. 



A 37-year transplant from Hawaii 
with the personal touch, Kimo 
hires all his employees. His cur¬ 
rent manager, Charlie (last name 
withheld at his request), repre¬ 
sents the high caliber of integrity 
and frankness demanded of all 
employees, although Kimo likes to 
keep his eye on the business. 

The bar on the second floor is 
round and much smaller than the 
main downstairs bar. The 
street-level bar is a 3- 
Xf sided rectangle, some 
20 ft. long, with the 
right-angle, Pine Street 
side spanning eight feet 
into the bar to the back 
wall. Opposite this, 
another 4-ft. exten¬ 
sion runs in front 
of their unlocked 
bathroom. A 
footrest has been 
added to the bar, and some 15 
barstools surround it, a small bar 
by some standards. An Internet 
jukebox is available, and between 
the jukebox and rest-room is a 
board that lists “today’s bar¬ 
tenders,” with names or initials en¬ 
tered. Above the jukebox, a 25-inch 
TV monitor allows patrons to view 
popular football and other games. 
But no one will admit for publica¬ 
tion to a betting pool on the games. 
A small sign states the maximum 
room-capacity is 49 persons. 

Across from the main bar, 
large, clear windows let the Polk 
curbside world be watched as it 
passes. Bar-shelving with 
barstools hugs the ground-floor 
windows. Patrons can sit quietly 
and watch a remarkable panora¬ 
ma of activity. With a covered bus 
stop for the 19 Polk directly in 
front of the bar, pedestrians come 
and go, with worries or carefree 
activities. Many in the neighbor¬ 
hood are regular patrons of the 
Polk Street Station diner, on the 
corner across the street. 

The window-bar shelf on Pine 
offers Kimo’s only videogame. 
Between the Polk window 



OTTEST SEX CLUB 
wovJR 

MONDAY-NAKED NIGHT 

Everyone naked including employees 

TUESDAY-CHEAP MEAT 

}8 entry fee oil night 

WEDNESDAY-BULGE 

Muscle Night 

THURSDAY-JUVENILE HALL 

18-25 Vears old FREE incarceration 
with membership. 

SUNDAY-BEAR NIGHT 

Cum feed the Bears 

E , GLORY HOLES-SLINGS 



Pull up a barstool and watch the Polk St. world pass by Kimo's windows. 


barstools and main bar, three 
high, round tables with two or 
more barstools finish off their 


street-level space. At the main en¬ 
trance at the corner, two large 
doors swing outward to handle 


most of the flow of traffic, and a 
small side door to the south next 
to a nail-and-hair salon offers a 
second door and access to a flight 
of stairs leading to the Penthouse 
Showroom on the second floor. 
Near this second doorway is their 
second restroom. 

At one time, the second floor 
was a popular disco. It remained 
that for a couple of years, then 
went into drag shows. Two years 
ago, live bands began being of¬ 
fered, sometimes seven nights a 
week. Because of surrounding res¬ 
idential property, $30,000-$35,000 
worth of soundproofing had to be 
added, explaining the gray, sec¬ 
ond-story windows as viewed 
from the street. Last year, mem¬ 
bers of Metallica played under a 
different name (they wanted a 
place to jam) and invited friends. 
Sdbn Penn, Ashley Judd and Robin 
Williams showed up. 

Five years ago, Kimo retired to 
Guerneville with his partner of 21 
years, Russell. Kimo keeps an eye 
on his business by way of a video¬ 
camera mounted on the ceiling 
overlooking the main bar. Up 
until recently, he watched on his 
webcam. But soon he will be able 
to see the operation via a 67-inch 
High-Definition TV system set up 
in his home. Surf’s up with Kimo, 
that’s for sure. ▼ 
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in San Diego county. We can’t say 
we’re exactly surprised, Chris. But 
we must say he’s looking like a 
million clams in his police chop- 
shot We’d still take a joy-ride with 
him, but leave the Smirnoff’s at 
home. 

More frightening in its eerie 
rightness is the photo of Klein that 
appears in the X&Y Files column 
from Hollywood Life. This is the 
column which posits what the 
mating of one male celeb + one fe¬ 
male celeb might produce. Klein is 
thus depicted as the love child of 
Keanu Reeves + k.d. lang. De¬ 
spite the unlikeliness of that bio¬ 
logical event, when you see it in 
the flesh, it could only be the truth. 

Light shows 

Heads up: the next Film Night 


in the Park event is this Saturday 
night, May 14. SF’s premiere out¬ 
door film series, four FN in the P 
screenings in 2004 were attended 
by over 7,000 filmgoers. Films are 
presented free of charge on a giant 
outdoor screen in the park. Atten¬ 
dees are encouraged to picnic be¬ 
fore screenings and are discour¬ 
aged from bringing chairs. 

Saturday night in Dolores Park 
features the 1959 classic Some Like 
it Hot on that outdoor screen. Pre¬ 
sented by the San Francisco 
Neighborhood Theater Founda¬ 
tion, 5/14 at 8 p.m., Dolores at 
19th St., SF, free. Info: (415) 465- 
3456 or www.sfntf.org. 

Here’s the rest of the 2005 Film 
Night in the Park schedule: 

Saturday, 6/4, Cinema Paradiso, 
Washington Sq. Park, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, 8/27, North by North¬ 
west, Union Square, 8 p.m. 


Saturday, 9/10, Bullitt, Dolores 
Park, 8 p.m. 

Saturday, 9/24, American Graffiti, 
Washington Sq. Park, 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, 10/8, Tootsie, Dolores 
Park, 7:30 p.m. 

But just between us girls, was 
last Sunday’s paper not the gayest 
edition of the NY Times on 
record? Dozens of little gay tk les¬ 
bian wedding-cake couples illus¬ 
trated the Sunday Styles cover 
story, “Even in Gay Circles, the 
Women Want the Ring” (duh). 
Cute portrait of gay grooms Gait- 
ley Mathews and James 
Stevenson in the “Weddings/Cel¬ 
ebrations” pages. And to top it all 
off on a tres gay Momma’s Day, 
the “My Son, the Hairdresser” 
photo spread in the Magazine. 
Four hairdressers on fire, looking 
proud with their mamas, and 
honey, they all be gay-yay. ▼ 


THE 


Open Sunday Thru Thursday 9:00am - 2:00am, Fri & Sat 9:00am'4:00am 



ATER 


H5E0DYST. BETWEEN TAYLOR AND MASON$T$, ONE BLOCK FRON HALLM'S PLAZA (CABLE CAR, BART AW MVNf STATION) 
fnfomatmUie: 415-$$5M$7 


LIVE EROTIC J/0 SHOWS 


SVKT THJRU THEJJR: 
1.00 ~~ 4.00 - 7.30 PM. 

JTJRX JUsm SJkT: 

1.00 -4.00-7.30-10.00 JRM. 


AUDTTOMEHS FOI? A JLXVE; SHOW 
JOB A3R.M WmXOOMK WHELM THMHH 
xs am OHHisrxms. 

* EARLY BIRD SPECIAL ADMISSION PRICE (MON. THRU FRI. ONLY) SUBJECT 
TO CANCELLATION OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 

FREE LOCKER WITH REFUTABLEKEY DEPOSIT. 

WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEMS LOST FROM LOCKERS. 


ONE OF THE MOVIES NOW PLAYING 

Jllfl r 0 ! fci I l f h i. J f 2 


SMOKE 

:RS ARE AL 

LOWED TOE 

KIT TO SMOKE 

,5 T010 MIN. ONLY 

PERSC 

iNS REMAIh 

LING OUTSIDE 

: THEATER LO 

NGER THAN 10 MIN 


WILL E 

IAVE TO PAY 1 

NEW ADMISSK 

3NFEE. 
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Pussy galore 


by Jim Piechota 


Fred in Love by Felice Picano; 
University of Wisconsin 
Press/Terrace Books; $14.95 

! n this diminutive, touching 
memoir, much-beloved and 
acclaimed writer Felice Picano 
shares fond memories of bohemi¬ 
an Greenwich Village and a suc¬ 
cession of pet cats who were there 
to see the best parts of a novelist’s 
vibrant youth in the 1960s. 

Picano’s history of pet felines, 
each named from his passionate 
love of classical music, begins with 
“Gustave,” a slinky, antisocial 
Mahlerite, whom he agreed to 
babysit for a traveling friend, then 
ended up owning. Then there was 
“Frescobaldi,” a dramatic champi¬ 
on-jumper colored a pretty silver, 
who, the author admits, “wasn’t 
that different from a little boy.” 

Often frustrated by love (“I did 
have several boyfriends — which, 
let’s face it, is hardly equal to hav¬ 
ing a good cat in one’s life”) and 
the often-meager lifestyle afford¬ 
ed by someone pursuing a writing 
career, Picano turned inward. Fi¬ 
nally, much to the surprise of 
friends and family, he published 
his first novel and went on to re¬ 
ceive literary recognition. 

A restless 20something living in 
Manhattan, Picano did some of his 
own “catting around” in the West 
Village when loneliness hovered; as 
did Frescobaldi, who quickly grew 
and was soon old enough to do 
some strenuous cat-fighting and 
romancing in the back alleys. Years 
later, Frescobaldi morphed into 
“Fred.” (“He was big and hand¬ 
some — and masculine.”) He 
began spraying the apartment with 



his scent, much to Picano’s cha¬ 
grin, and was Finally paired with 
friend Zeb Freedman’s cat-in-heat 
Jennie, who assumed the hilarious¬ 
ly-described “receptive posture.” A 
love affair blossomed, for Fred as 
well as for Picano, who retains a 
particularly devoted fondness for 
cats, both new acquaintances and 
those long since departed. 

In the early part of the 21st 
century, Picano, “burnt-out by 
AIDS deaths” and “excruciatingly 
high rent,” departed the “Fab 
Trash-ville” environs of the West 
Village to nestle himself into 
sunny Southern California’s Hol¬ 
lywood Hills, where he now lives 
and is making friends with an ex¬ 
tremely skittish black female cat 
who just happened to wander in. 

In this tender, folksy valentine 
to New York’s halcyon days, a 
must-read for pussycat-lovers 
everywhere, Picano serves up 
some euphoric catnip for his 
purring fan-base. ▼ 


Mondo solo 


by Gregg Shapiro 


T he art of the solo disc is 
tricky. Does the artist put a 
mile or a molehill between 
self and band persona? Or just 
amp it up a bit? Amy Ray, of the 
Indigo Girls, for instance, lets her 
riot grrrl side reign on her solo ef¬ 
forts. 

Gwen Stefani of No Doubt 
starts out by exploring her dance- 
diva side with “What You Waiting 
For?,” the opening track on Love, 
Angel, Music, Baby (Interscope), 
her highly anticipated solo album. 
I think I might have actually pre¬ 
ferred more of this, but before you 
know it, she’s teamed up with Eve 
for a bit of yid-hop on which she 
revises “If I Were a Rich Man” 
from Fiddler on the Roof, coming 
up with “Rich Girl.” I can’t even 
imagine Stefani playing Tevye’s 
wife Golde in a high school pro¬ 
duction of Fiddler, but somehow 
she pulls this one off without a 
hitch. “Hollaback Girl” sounds 
like later No Doubt, but it has 
enough of a hip-hop vibe to be 
different. “Bubble Pop Electric” 
has a touch of the electro, and 
“The Real Thing” could also qual¬ 
ify as a new wave revival track 
(don’t forget, Stefani and No 
Doubt did cover Talk Talk’s “It’s 
My Life”). Stefani’s duet with Out- 
kast’s Andre 3000 displays yet an¬ 
other side. Unfortunately, too 
much variety leaves the final 
product overspiced. 

Judgin^Prom the blue-eyed 


soul mindset of the songs on 
Beautiful Now (Sweet Woo), 
Maria Christensen, former lead 
singer of 3rd Party, sounds like she 
is intent on leaving the dance-diva 
part of her past behind her. Chris¬ 
tensen, who has penned hits for 
Jennifer Lopez and others, wrote 
or co-wrote all 10 tracks, the best 
of which is “Someone to Some¬ 
one,” which has the timeless qual¬ 
ity of the best R&B tunes. 

Clear across the spectrum, 
Happiness in Magazines (Astralw- 
erks), the latest solo effort by Blur 
guitarist Graham Coxon, is a blaz¬ 
ing affair that rocks hard right out 
of the gate. Nearly half of the 
songs are “performed by Graham 
Coxon,” making this a true solo af¬ 
fair, with occasional piano and 
keyboard, strings, and vocal assis¬ 
tance from some guest musicians. 
Coxon sticks close to the Blur for¬ 
mula, creating a disc of modern 
rock songs that are at once famil¬ 
iar and new. 

Donny Osmond released his 
first solo album when Gwen Ste¬ 
fani was two years old. More than 
30 years later, after an inexplicably 
successful TV variety show in the 
’70s and a run as Joseph in a tour¬ 
ing production of Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
Osmond has once again returned 
to the recording studio. With the 
exception of opening track 
“Breeze On By” which sounds like 
it borrows from George Benson’s 
“Breezin’,” What I Meant To Say 
(Decca) is, how do I say this nice¬ 
ly, a crashing bore. T 
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Personals 


MASSAGE 



Luis CMT 

Professional 
Peep Tissue 
Swedish a 
Massage 


In/Out 

Calls 


i; 415-240-3136 
lroh71@hotmail.com 


Balancing "Touch 

Therapeutic and relaxing. 
Skillfully blending Acupressure, 
Hawaiian Lomilomi, Cranio- 
Sacral, Jin Shin Jyutsu and 
Hot Magical Stones. Non-sexual. 
Ramona 415.374.8963 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 


YOUNG ASIAN 

IN/OUT $60 

DAVE 395-9354 


MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30 / 5 , 8 ,, ,145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 


SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and social programs. 

Roger 707-525-1771 


COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck* (510)388-4941 


SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 


SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 


TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 


Magnificent Massage "Huge Hands" 
Relax, Nurture. Rich 510-207-0545 


ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 


Massage 
by Jag 


ISSUE 


LOVING 
STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 

STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 




CREATIVE 

BODYWORK 

Empower 
( l&M Yourself 
l Thru 

Supportive, 

Sensual, 

33^ Nurturing 
and Healing 
H| ; Touch 

malder, cmt 

* 15 ) 447-2700 


Uissue 
ressure 


TmNa 


FERNANDO 

C 

Swedish 

and 

deep 

I tissue mas-, 

1 sage || 

\ in and out K| 

415.505.9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 




Ecstasy Of Berlin! 

pismmam tot&fe & 

kw,i«iirw* 

Pfiilp: 4YS-M&-4333 



BODY2RELAX 
Alejandro CMT 


415.297.8360 

body2relax@ 

YAHOO.COM 


COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 
FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MIIMUTES/S40 
CALL:925-68S-56 75 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 
Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 


Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 

Playful Massage. Nude, Table 415- 
934-9325. Cell is 415-310-6624 Jim 


Magical Massage Mastery that heals 
while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 
510-547-1364. 


FIRESIDE 

MASSAGE 

Unique Style Therapeutic And Erotic 
Massage In Front Of A Fireplace. 

Out Calls Available Also. Johnny 
505-3060 


Young Nude Massage SfErotic.com^ 

24 Y.O. 5'8 x 150 Strt., Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 
994-9409 


SOMAHANDS.COM 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage By 
Handsome Fit Professional. 

Scott CMT 415/864-6384 


www.SfGaymassage.com 


HOT AND SEXY LATINO 

For Erotic Massage 28y/o 150Lbs 5/8 
Handsome Masculine And Friendly 
Call Luis 336-0419 In Or Out 



CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODYWORK • PAMPER 
YOURSELF BY CALLING 
DREW @ 415-255-0850 

31,5'11", 175 Lbs. Outgoing. Strong 
Hands. No Attitude. Email Me: 
M assagebyd rew@ea rth I i n k. net 


Peninsula Therapeutic & Erotic 
In/Out Full Body TLC 650 367-7528 


WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 

_E19 

STEVE FOSTER CMT $80 

Wknts + Wknds (415) 412-C397 SF + EB 


San Jose Massage* (408)729-7156 


HOT MUSCLE ASIAN 

Deep, Strang, Full Bod/CMT408 661-7415 


15+ yrs Exp, Full Tension Release 

*M ID-PEN INSULA-CMT* 

In/Out, Days/Eves, Tom 650-345-7318 

Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 


HOT MUSCLE ASIAN 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Jay 
(415) 830-7103. 


VGL CMT Czech Blond/Blue 145 29 
8x6 Athletic Pavel 410-7829 
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www.MaSSAGESTUD CDM 

415.260.5214 


Therapeutic ano Sensual 
Deep Tissue 

Various Options Available 


707 . 586.5945 50 min north of sf 

OFF HWYlOt 7 DAYS 11AM-11PM SHORT NOTICE OK 
ALL AGES/RACES/BODY TYPES NUDE PICS/INFO: 

www.onehotmassage.coin 


MASSAGE 


SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 

www.SomaHands.com 

415-864-6384 




www.indeerpark.net 



~W ' ***** 

f 5 <r 

est / 1 155 ms 

ssAUte m/mm 

Lionamm): 

415.845.0632 


In/Out 
$100 *2 hr 
25 - S’ 7” -138 


call RON 

(415) 260-2649 

Full Body 
Deep Tissue 
Pressure 
Therapeutic 
Sensual 


Professional Foot & Body 
with Aroma Oils 


THAI MASSAGE 



ASIAN / THAI 

Thai Mamg® 

SwedisWDeep Tissue 

Relaxation 

Therapeutic 

5‘9", 14Slbs.,gym tone 

CalITu (CMT) 

415-99947871 



511”-195# 
Masculine 47yo 
Deep Swedish 
Legit/Erotic 
7am-11pm In/Out 


510.601.6995 



Come feel the 
heat of Thailand. 
Sensual Thai MSG 
byKob 346-7975 

ASIAN JOCK 



PRIMO MANTOUCH 

Full Body Massage + Energy Work 
For Men Who Want It All! 

Call Tom 510-251-2480 

E19 

Hot Young Boy. Sensual, Erotic 
Massage. 415-410-4105 Out Only 


San Jose- Full Body - Swedish CMT 
$40/hr $55/90min. - Same Day Appt. 
8am-9pm Daily - Showers Avail. 
408-288-6169 Anthony - Air Cond. 


Castro, Certified, Only $50/$70 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 
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massage 



Rico 




SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, Energetic & Athletic. 
Fernando CMT 510-325-7725 In/Out 

Sensual Fullbody Massage 
In & Out Calls! 415-350-0968 

_ E19 

Cute Asian Latino CMT 5'7" 135 

EROTIC SWEDISH 
MASSAGE 

Relaxing Sensual & Playful 
$65/60min. or $80/90min. 

Miguel 706-7964 
In The Castro 

E19 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing To 
Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510 • 418-0979 And 
More Info At: Bradinberkeley.com ^ 

MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr 

RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Nude Deep Tissue Myofascial 
Release. Warm Table. Lotion/Oil 
Visa/MC/Amex. Steven, CMT 
(415) 626-4800 
www.gaymassage.org/steven 

PREMIER DELUXE ASIAN 
1/2 CHN 1/2 KOREAN 

25yo, 5'9", 165lbs, Swedish/Erotic 
Bodywork Call Hank 
415-518-0168 

E21 

SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

By Handsome Masculine Hot Latin. 
28/yo, 150#, 5'8". Call Luis 
415-336-0419 In Or Out. 

E19 

Exp. CMT, Quiet Noe Vally, Heal, Relax 

DEEP SWEDISH $40 SALE 

Day Times 'Til 5pm Ed 647-4388 e ? 

HOW MUCH CAN YOU TAKE? 

FB As You Like It. Table. $60/hr 
Castro Loc. Peter • 415-298-3309 f ? 

Indulge Yourself w/ A Soothing 
Satisfying Massage (Reliable) 

Shrt Notice OK 260-0613 Frank CMT 


Jay 

Swedish 

Massage 

CMT 




83 


415-407-9424 

HRs10am-7pm Monday-Saturday 
jjwagnerl 970@yahoo.com 



Blond Dancer-Tantric/Shiatsu 
Massage-Sensual Nick 
415-908-8606 

_E19 

SEXY C.M.T. 

Great Massage By Experienced 
Well Endowed Friendly CMT 
320-0302 

_E19 

www.kinkmassage.com 

HOT ASIAN CMT 

25yo Cute, Smooth, Built, Full Body 
Massage And More ... Union Square 
415-368-4628 Tom. 

SONOMA CTY. 

Erotic Nude Massage. 35.00 Your 
Place 707 829-6913 John. 

_E19 

ASIAN EAST BAY, CMT 

Full Body, Swedish, Shiatsu 
In $60, Out $75 510-420-0112 KJ 

___E22 

PROSTATE BLISS 

And Health + Full-Body By Pro. 
989-7736 Union Sq. Area. In Only 

E28 

WWW.HEAVENSARMS.COM 

E19 

EROTIC SENSUAL 
MASSAGE ASIAN IN $75 

32 5'8" 155 Call Me 

NATA @ 415-359-7005 

E19 

Asian Massage 

FOR SENIORS ONLY 

In And Out 
415-806-3150 David 

BUTT MASSAGE 

George (415) 812-7705 

Bald Head, Hairy Jock, Sensual 
Massage Plus More 6', 175lbs, 8" 
John (510) 658-2437 

v _E19 

Horny Blonde Will Rub U Down 

HOT EURO BOY 

57" 135# Smooth Bottom Boy 
In/Out Calls - Sean 415-210-1526 

E19 

Peninsula Therapeutic & Erotic 
In/Out Full Body TLC 650 367-7528 



www.soundworks-sf.com 

e4naiffsndwrks@best.com 



A Man’s Bodywork 
By A Man’s Bodyworker 



WILLIAM 


CMT 

415.203.7027 




Satisfaction 

Re-DEFINED! 


Associate yourself with 
the most RESPECTED 
directory of INDEPENDENT 
MASSAGE PROFESSIONAL! 
on the Net! 


FREE ADVERTISING NOW AVAILABLE ; 
To The ENTIRE BAY AREA! (Limited Time Offer!) 
Info: 1.866.THATMAL or sf@thatmall.com 



rrnan Mi 


: vvvvv/. 


unexi 


Super Sugar 

Saturday • May 14, 2005 

FStfuring QJs„ 

Ellen Leonard 

& guest Sean Greene (Powerhouse) 


Hosted by Jose 
Special Guest Hosts 
Rubberman Terry Gauchat 
Leafherman Phil Nickerson 


Visit Norm’s Photo Op Spot 
Meet Avis for a Private Read; 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 


Tom BuStone 



Handsome Confident 
Italian Top * 6' 170# 


Reliable 

Professsional 

Trustworthy 

Discreet 


Escort 
Massage 
Total Top 
Straight Acting | 


415 - 256-6743 


Calls returned in 5 minutes 
email:TomBuStoneXXX@aol.cor 





IwTtThBACK? 


Want to know if 
HIV superinfection 

is a real concern for the 
positive community? 


The Positive Partners Study is 
seeking HIV+/+ partners... 
Receive $70 each and 
FREE CD 4, viral load and 
drug resistance testing 
for completing: 

• two confidential interviews 

• two blood draws 


The Positive Partners 

(415) 734-4878 



THB WORLD* 
QflV BSCOR* 
onunes 


ioo°h FRee 





Preview/Send-off Party 

Thursday, May 19 
9 p.m. - Midnight 
$7 Beverage benefit 


Mr. San Francisco Leather Mr. Hayes Valley Leather 
Dodger Allen JayHarcort 

Special guests. Leather Styles. Demos and MORE! 


UfHIR 

-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6’3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 


Aaron (?/16$/8”/ 
24yo Massage Sc 
Escort in Sc out 
415 577 3920 




1 


, 




MULATTO GUY 9” 

"Every white man's fantasy, 
every white man's dream!” 
24 hrs (415) 775-4771 



New To SF from Texas 
STRICKLY TOP 

9x7 Hard Tool XXX Thick 
Masculine • Attractive 
Thirty Something 
6am to Midnight. Chemical Free 

Vincent • $110 • Out Only 
415.410.6369 



t- 1 -. ■ 1 I , I - I I ... . 11 . I . 













































































12 May 2005 BAY AREA REPORTER 49 


iiliillillfl 


MODELS/ESC ORTS 


When ontythe^ 



Jake Walker 


#1 Rated Escort in S.F. 

• 30 y.o., 6ft., 170# 

• 8" cut, thick 

• Italian/French background 

• Hot & MASCULINE 

• Sexy Blue eyes ^ ^ 


■W 

OUT 


Ht5)4i2-I451 




ASIAN TOP 

$80/$ 100 * JIM 269-5707 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

Mike, 40,5'10", 190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, (415) 863-8932 

E52-05 

Latin Macho Hunk 6'-190 ; Well De¬ 
fined Body, Strong Legs, Big Bubble 
Butt, Big Balls, Very Well Hung, & 
Versatile. Call Joe 
415-225-4963 

E19 

Hot, Masculine, Buzzcut, Goatee 

SHVD. HEAD STUD 

6Ft. Ez-Goin' Well-Hung, Big Balls 
Clint * 415-540-5311 * In/Out - 24 Hrs 
www.geocities.com/swingonmy- 
thingsf/CIint.htmI 2 see my pics ^ 

Spring Clean Your Ass! FF Makes 
House-Calls In SF. Morlex 679-3320 

_E19 

FIREFIGHTER 

6T', 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

__ E19 

AFFECTION STUD 

29 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
1 " Cut Hot Bubble Butt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 

_ # _E20 

LET’S PARTY 9” 

(415) 775-4771, 24 Hours. 

V ' _'_E19 

HUNGRY FOR STR8 MEAT? 
WWW.JOHNNYLYNDON.NET 

E19 

HOT HORNY 26 

Slender, Open-Minded, Cute 
Nick (415) 412-4565 

V ' _E21 

MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 

Brad @ 415-596-4184 

SF calls only. Eig 

Handsome Confident Italian Top 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Super Hung 10x7 415-256-6743 

HOT & SEXY 

Handsome Well Endowed Will Give 
You What You Need & More 207-6117 ^ 

WELL HUNG JERSEY BOY 

24yo Whiteboy, 5 ' 5 " 130# 

Hung 7.5" by 7.5" Thick Cut 

Call Eric 415-374-3170 

VGL Lean/Toned Build Eig 

Hot Yng Ath Blk 9" 

Out Only. Tevin • 415-724-2704 


IfSniTnMi 



"The Top Who Knows How 2 " 

AGGRESSIVE STUD 

Hot S/M Who Is Rough, Dominant + 
Ready For Hardcore Action, Verbal, 
Long Lasting. Ball Busting 9 Incher! 
No Holds Barred Top! FFCBT 
Spanking. Expert Skills. 468-6425. 
Call Back Required. Ask For "Mac" 
The Man. Hot & Sane. 

-E19 

COWBOY TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, Muscled. 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage Eig 

MEGABALLS! 

Friendly, 35yo Freakshow Available 
For Your Pleasure And Entertain¬ 
ment. Visit 

www.MisterMarkXXX.com For Pho¬ 
tos And Contact Information. 

E19 

Str8 - $160 415-336-1863 Mike! 

___E21 

Alejandro 5'10" 180 Smooth 

HORSEHUNG LATIN TOP 

Sexy 9.5 Uncut + Thick 
w/Great Low Hangers 
Outcalls Only 415-424-2843 
Photos.yahoo.com/alexsflatin21 

24/7 USE CONDOMS 
•BE WISE • 

4 FUN 

_ E19 

Muscle Worship For Admirers 

BLACK MUSCLE 

Serious Only! 415-240-5330 Marc 

E19 

SEXY LATIN BOY 

25yo 5'8" 145 Ripped Muscle Body 
8" Uncut Versatile & Sweet 
(415) 596-4527 Gregory 

LOTR Weekend Special 

(415) 863-8932 Ea 

SF Musclebear Built & Hung Macho 
But Submissive Chuck 209-481-6361 ^ 

Fisting 101 510-437-1999 

21yo/W M/6'2"/160#/H ung 7/Cutie 

HORNY COLLEGE STUD 
415-596-0734-SHAWN 

$120-Outcall Only 

MUSCLEDELIGHT 

Will Be SF From 18-24 Of May. Eu¬ 
ropean Pro-Bodybuilder/Title older: 
5-7, 250#, 33w, 20 in. Arms, Well 
Endowed. Will Entertain. Maturity 
A +. See Rentboy.com (SF) For Pics. 
MuscleDelight@aol.com 
Gary, 858-205-0629 


rf 

9x7 

5’ 11” 


190 lbs 


(SOLID) 




MASCULINE 


FRIENDLY 

HONEST 



SF & 

SCOTT STANTON 

Bay Area 

323.868.5726 






Deep Tissue Myofascial Release 
, Swedish, Sports. 
w|*» Van Ness & Market, 

Steven. CMT. (415) 626-4800. 

www.gaymassage.org/steven 


Escorts Advertise Free 

Post a free ad w/pic in the escort 
directory. Sex chat, upload pics, 
hook up & more in the personals. 

www.ripeboys.com 


g Latin Top 


4i5"3i3“000i 


Domination BD CBT TT SM FF ... 

RYKER LEATHER TOP 

Muscular Built Handsome 6' 180# 
Playroom Toys 596-2737 £ig 

SOUTH BAY LATIN 

36yr 6' 165# 100% Versatile 
8x5 Uncut, Well built. 

Nice Bod, tatoo, Goatee. Will Travel 
In/Out.' Call Junior @ 

408-607-5113 

_ E19 

Blond Stripper - Top - All Kinky 
Leather Scenes. Nick 415-908-8606 

E19 

UNCUT GUY 

Br/Br Cleancut Horny Ready For Fun 
Action. XXX Thick XXX Hung! 

Craig $100 Out (415) 410-MENN 

BLK ADONIS 10X7 

Hot, Hung, Discreet 25yo Student 
Out Only Jason 415 724-4796 

E19 

HOT LIVE SHOW! 

Sexy Young M/F Couple Will Perform 
Live. Watch Or Join. 24/7. In/Out. 
Colter And Claire. 

415-571-3971 

Colterandclaire.com 

ASIAN VERSATILE HUNG 

Fit 24yo Peter 415-255-7523 

E19 

OREO SF 

2 Hott Chocolate Men 2 Cum Btwn 

22 5'8 165 Smooth Vgl Hung Uncut 

23 57 165 Hairy Vgl 9x5 Cut 
Clean, Drug Free, In/Out 
415.368.9337 J&Jay 

AFFECTION STUD 

29 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" Cut Hot Bubble Butt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 

_ _E20 

HOT BLK COLLEGE BOY 
21 5”11150 BLK BRN 

Smooth, Vers Top 
Ryan 415-713-7098 




BDSM 
FF • CBT 
ETC ! 

I 5’8”»150 


Private 

Playroom 


Beginners 
- ^ Welcome 

irif* ( 415 ) 

215-8396 

Intense • Experienced • Safe 

MasterJeff.com/escort 



LATELY?!?! j 


1347 Folsom SF, CA 415-552-8689 poweriiouse-sf.com 
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M LOCAL)»#^ 


San Francisco 


408.257.4411 

Berkeley 

510.859.2000 

Pleasanton 

925.426.5588 

Palo Alto 

650.223.0200 


Find Your Number 


interactive male 


StrictlyJ 

_ m iL 


415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 


C SAN fRANCISCO 


»/a W 


PARTY 


SPANK 

2N0 FRI EACH MONTH 

PRIVATE SESSIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 

415.864.2766 


Good Head Sonoma County 
Call Days 707-823-3895 

Bare Assed Spanking. 
Experienced, Safe 
DaddyHoward 929 1185 


STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 


WHO’S WAITING FOR YOU? ™ 


PEOPLE 


Foot Fetish? Top Size 13EEE Seeks 
Worshipful Bottoms 
415-752-0971 

E24 


WWW.FOOTPARTYSF.COM 

Feet-Sox-Ftwear-Tickle-T rample! 
Watch Foot Videos, Meet Models 
And Other Guys Into Your Scene! 

4th Fri Each Month 
877-299-2338 


Hot 

localBuys! 

Bay Area s hottest chatline 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect five! 
Try it for 

FREE 


FREE TRIAL 


CODE: 2160 


www.lnteractiveMale.com 
1.900.505.2323 ($1.99/min.) 18+ 


BARial 


K 


1.900.226.7036 


Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 
Don’t want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time™ with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time™ ac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


PARTING 

GLANCE 


Thos. (?) Mulatto Army Brat! 

I Would Taste Again The Rapture Two Years Ago 
In My Van In The Middle Of Dolores St. And In 
My Bed In Oakland. I'm Always Happy With The 
Best a 71540 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 


Tall Handsome Sexy Nature Lover 

Kind, Easygoing, Playful, Masculine, Cheerful, 
Nice Smile Seeks Similar 25-50, Ongoing Pas¬ 
sionate Foreplay! 6'2" 190lbs. Hairy, Dark 
Stash/Goatee, Blue Eyes, Shaved Head. Any 
Height/Race Thin Tightbodied. Oakland, 
a 71543 


Rimming Handball Partner 

WM, Hairy, Lean-Athletic, 6', Shaved Head, 40s, 
Wants My Clean Horny Asshole Sucked, Mas¬ 
saged, Stretched. I Am Passionate, Decent, 
Healthy HIV+, You Be The Same, a 71541 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


French Maid 

Mature Silk Panty Medium Breasted French Maid 
Seeks Aggressive Endowed Top For Cocksucking 
And Being Plowed, a 71547 


Throw My Legs Up! 

I'm Asian With Nice Nipples And A Great Ass, 
Seeking Attractive Masculine Buffed White Top 
For A Hot Time, a 71542 


Submissive Bottom HIV+ ISO 

Aggressive Dominant Top. Two Men, One Goal - 
Pleasure! a 71548 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, Masculine Top, 38, 5'11" 175#, Seeks Well 
Built Bottom With Nice Ass For Over The Knee 
Spanking, Role Playing And Plowing Your Ass. 
a 71544 


Tall Handsome Sexy Passionate 

Outdoor Lover. Kind, Easygoing, Playful, Upbeat, 
Masculine, Nice Smile Sks. Similar 25-50, Ongo¬ 
ing Hot Sex! 6'2" 190lbs. Hairy, Dark 
Stash/Goatee, Shaved Head. Any Height/Race, 
Average, Tight/Thin Berkeley, a 71537 


Handsome Black Man Has Oral 

Fetish For Other Well Hung, Horny Black Men. 
Let's Cum Together, 
a 71538 


“I Love 2 Things” 

Large Mountain Swollen Puffy Nipples & Nice 
Round Bubble Butts. 18-35 Submissive, Passion¬ 
ate Males. 35-50 Must Be Buff Muscle Bound 
Body Builders, 
a 71534 


“Safe” 

Aggressive, Dominant, Strong Black Muscle Male 
Of 50" Ch. Big 81/2''-9" And 71/2" Round 
Cock. 18-35 Latinos, Middle Easterns, Light 
Skinned Blacks, Asians, And Mixed Race, 
a 71535 


FETISHES 


Guy For Jacuzzi & Gym Shower Photos 

Swimmer Wants To Pose With Lots Of Other 
Naked Guys For Some Wet Photos Or Videos in 
The Pool, Gym Hot Tub, Or Communal Shower 
Room. Not Into Gay Sex. 
a 71546 


Mud Madness 

45yo GWM, 5'11,170 Seeking Men Into Mud 
Wrestling/Mud Baths/Mdd Massage Backyard 
Mud Pit Or Will Come To You. 
a 71539 


LESBIAN 


Partner Search 

Working-Class Single Monogamous Lesbian, Any 
Size, Race, Ability Between 30-40 Sought For 
LTR And Family. Cat Lover, Bookworm, Liberal, 
Honest, Comfort-Shoe Wearing Movie Buff Seek¬ 
ing Healthy Lifestyle. Out. Drug Free, 
a 71545 


OTHERS 


Snap Me! (Please?) 

Computer Access, No Digicam, Scanner, etc. 
Could Some Nice Person With Same Take Pix Of 
Guy, So I'll Have Some, Please? Email: 
hobobear6ts@yahoo.com 
a 71533 


jfiARlALK 

PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


Name Daytime Telephone 


Address Evening Telephone 


City State Zip 


I 

| CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
I Seeking Relationship □ 
I Seeking Adventure □ 
I Lesbian □ 

I • Fetishes □ 

| Couples □ 

| Others □ 

I_ 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


J 



















































































































































































































Original movies, seriejj documentaries and comedy. The world's largest library of gay films. Always on. 
Whenever you want it. 


To order here!, call your cable or satellite provider today 


heretv.com 









